
June 1, 2020


Dear Friends in Christ,


For the last eleven weeks, in-person worship has been on hold. Much of life has been 
on hold as we worked as a community to stop the spread of COVID-19. Thank you for 
your understanding. Thank you for your words of encouragement. Thank you for your 
generosity. Worship online is a new experience for all of us.  


I miss gathering as a people of God, hearing your voices as we sing hymns of faith and 
praise songs. I miss sharing with you the promise of God’s forgiveness and seeing your 
face as you hear the words of absolution. I miss gathering around God’s table as we 
hear the words “given and shed for you.”


As I have heard from many of you, I am not alone. We, as people of God, have missed 
these physical and auditory connections to our faith. As our online services have 
grown, we have heard God’s word proclaimed, which reminded us that as forgiven 
children of God, nothing can take away the promises given to us in the waters of 
baptism.  


So, when will things return to normal? An excellent question, and unfortunately, there is 
not an easy nor quick answer. First of all, it is time for us to start to think about a “new 
reality.” Returning to “normal” as it was before COVID-19 is going to take some time.


When will we be back in-person worship? What will the “new reality” be?


Although many things are beginning to open up, including other faith traditions, our 
Governor and The Ohio Department of Health (ODH), extended the order of public and 
private gatherings to ten or less through July 1, 2020.  I am sure this number will 
eventually go up incrementally.


Pastor Rebecca, Karla Kruse, Zach Ruppel, President of Council Deb Wallace, and I 
gathered to discuss reopening plans. We, along with several members of the 
Congregation Council, attended a Zoom meeting with Bishop Suzanne Dillahunt of the 
Southern Ohio Synod and health experts from Ohio State University.




Our primary purpose is to proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ. That will not change! 
The safety and well-being of the members, visitors, and participants of worship and all 
ministries of St. Paul Lutheran Church, as well as off-site activities associated with St. 
Paul Lutheran Church, will guide every decision we make. Additionally, we will consider 
legally binding orders, recommendations from health officials, the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in America, the Southern Ohio Synod, insurer loss-control recommendations, 
our insurance policy, and phased approaches to the opening of businesses and 
community activities in our state and country.


It is also important to note that each congregation is different. As congregations around 
our community and across the country make plans to open, each congregation must 
consider many factors, including the amount of space, number of congregants, age 
and health of the congregation, worship practices, and more.


Our current plan, ratified by the Congregation Council, is no in-person worship until 
July 5, 2020, pending ODH directives on public and private gatherings. However, 
beginning June 14, 2020, pending equipment arriving, St. Paul will offer a drive-in 
service at 9:30 AM with the 11 AM live streaming service remaining in the same format.  
Thank you to an anonymous generous donor for donating the equipment necessary for 
a drive-in service!


When we return to in-person worship, expect changes to our regular pattern of 
worship. The following are steps that will be required for us to return to in-person 
worship.


St. Paul is using a multi-phased approach.  


Phase 1, Current

Live streaming worship

Zoom Activities

Limited staff office time

St. Paul campus to remain closed to non-staff

Building cleaning and maintenance


Phase 1-A,  June 14, 2020, 9:30 AM (pending equipment arrival)

Drive-In Service at 9:30 AM FM (please remain in your vehicle with your windows up)

Live streaming worship (11 AM, no change to format)

Zoom Activities

Limited staff office time

St. Paul buildings to remain closed to non-staff

Building cleaning and maintenance




Phase 2, July 5, 2020

Outdoor worship 9:30 AM

Temperature Checks for those who attend

Masks are required to be worn by those who attend

Limited Seating (Registration required)

Lawn Seating available (lawn chairs and blankets not provided)

Social Distancing

No Singing or liturgical responses at this time

No Coffee provided

Live streaming worship 11 AM

Service on FM at 9:30 AM (pending equipment arrival)

Inclement weather plan to be communicated before July 5, 2020


Phase 3, August 2, 2020

Worship in the Sanctuary 11 AM

Outdoor worship 9:30 AM

Senior/Immunocompromised Service at 11 AM starting Wednesday, August 5, 2020

Temperature Checks for those who attend

Masks are required to be worn by those who attend

Limited Seating (Registration required)

Social Distancing

No Singing or liturgical responses at this time

No Coffee provided

Live streaming worship 11 AM

Service on FM at 9:30 AM (pending equipment arrival)


Phase 4, TBD

Return to regular worship

Liturgical responses

Singing

Live streaming worship


Worship

Following the recommendations of the ODH, health officials, the ELCA, the Southern 
Ohio Synod, and the National Council of Churches, there will be no congregational 
singing at worship. We hope to have instrumental music and special music. Safe 
singing requires a distance of 18 feet. Until further notice, there will be no lay assisting 
minister, lector, or acolytes—increased social distancing rules apply for those speaking 
up front.


A system will be in place for you to communicate that you intend to be at worship. 


There will be a mid-week Senior/Immunocompromised service beginning in Phase 3.


Potentially only one pastor per service.  If anyone learns of a COVID-19 exposure and 
attended worship, everyone at that service would be under a 14-day self-quarantine.




Proper Social Distancing


Other than family/household members who live together, worshippers should be 
seated six feet apart in all directions. The exact number of people allowed safely to 
attend worship will be posted on all entrance doors, communicated via email and 
social media, and be visible to those in attendance.  Available seats will be marked.


There is no "Passing of the Peace" during this time. There is no physical contact 
before, during, or after service. (Handshaking, hugs, etc.)


These principles also apply to the narthex, shelter house, and other smaller rooms or 
gathering areas at St. Paul.


Holy Communion


Holy Communion is suspended until further notice.  More information to come.


Safety and Sanitizing Public Spaces


The following are norms to be observed:


• High use areas within the church and shelter house will be wiped down with 
disinfectant before and after each service, including pews and chairs.


• Door handles, push plates, and knobs will be sanitized after each service.


• Restroom facilities will be cleaned and sanitized after each service.


• All hymnals and other items will be removed and stored for the duration of the 
pandemic.


• Bulletins will be placed on tables near the entrances for those attending in-person 
worship.  Please recycle your bulletins at home.


• Electronic giving is encouraged.  Offering baskets will be located near the doors.  
No passing of the offering plate.




Good Hygienic Practices


• Pastors to clearly communicate good hygienic practices.


• Those who are elderly, sick, symptomatic or at greater risk are to stay at home.


• Face masks/coverings are required for those attending in-person worship.  Per the 
ODH, face masks/coverings should not be placed on children under the age of two.


• Hand sanitizer will be available at all entrances to the church building.


Our first and most important goal is that our return is safe, all are protected, and that 
we love our neighbors as ourselves. I understand that this is not the news that 
everyone wanted. Some are ready to be back now. Others not till there is a vaccine. It 
is my hope and prayer that this faithful response is seen and heard as that, faithful.


I look forward to seeing you in person. Together we "Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, 
Serve Others" Thanks be to God!


Go with God,


Jonathan D. Bull	 	 Rebecca M. Grate	 	 Deborah Wallace

Senior Pastor	 	 Associate Pastor	 	 President of Council

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 


Karla Kruse	 	 	 Zach Ruppel

Director of Music Director of Contemporary Music
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