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The new church year begins with a wake-up call: Christ is coming soon! In today’s readings both Paul 

and Jesus challenge us to wake from sleep, for we know neither the day nor hour of the Lord’s 

coming. Isaiah proclaims the day when God will gather all people on the holy mountain and there will 

be no more war or suffering. Though we vigilantly watch for the promised day of salvation, we wait 

for what we already have: Christ comes among us this day as the word and meal that strengthens our 

faith in the promises of God. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC  THERE’S A SONG IN THE AIR arr. D. Wells 

(Livestream, 11 AM only) Philip Cordell, organ  
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  TO THEE, O LORD, OUR HEARTS arr. H. Turner 
 Philip Cordell, organ  
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In God’s house, everyone is welcome -  

those who seem like they have it all together, 

and those who feel like their world is falling apart. 

No matter who we are, there’s room for us here. 

With that confidence, we turn to God in prayer, speaking the truth of our lives. 

 

God of today and God of tomorrow, 

you say, “Bring your full self. There’s room for you here.” 

But we say, “Our lives are too messy.” 

You say, “Bring your hopes and your dreams. There’s room for you here.” 

But we say, “It’s too risky to hope.” 

You say, “Bring your grief and your prayers. There’s room for you here.” 

But we say,” Some things are easier to forget.” 

God of today and God of tomorrow, we know in our hearts that there’s room for us 

here. 

Forgive us for withholding our full selves from you. 

Forgive us for giving only our Sunday best. 

Help us remember, today and tomorrow, 

there’s room for every story. Amen. 

 

Family of faith, we who feel scattered are held together. We who have lost our way are 

forgiven and found. And we who are likely are brought into the fold and are told, 

“There’s room for you here.” From generation to generation, this is the good news of 

the gospel. In Jesus Christ we are held, + forgiven, found, and welcomed. 

Thanks be to God! Amen.  



 

WELCOME SONG  WAKE, AWAKE, FOR NIGHT IS FLYING ELW 436 

  



 

 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

  



 

KYRIE 
 

 
 

GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH 

 
 

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection save us from the 

threatening dangers of our sins, and enlighten our walk in the way of your salvation, for 

you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

Over the past few weeks, we have asked members of our St. Paul community to 

respond to several questions. The first was: What gives you hope?” Here are some of 

the answers, from the voices of different generations:  

 

Today, we light the candle of hope to remind ourselves that God is at work in this 

world. From generation to generation, God has brought good news of love and 

compassion, justice and community. Let us rest and abide in that good news. Amen. 

 

WREATH LIGHTING SONG ELW 240 

 LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH 
 (Verse 1 only) 

 

  



 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
Please be seated.  

FIRST READING Isaiah 2:1-5 
 

The visionary message presented in this reading focuses on a future day when God establishes a 

universal reign of peace. Divine decisions will make war obsolete, and the worshiping community 

responds: “Let us walk in the light of that Lord now!” 
 

1The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem. 
 

 2In days to come 

  the mountain of the LORD’s house 

 shall be established as the highest of the mountains, 

  and shall be raised above the hills; 

 all the nations shall stream to it. 

  3Many peoples shall come and say, 

 “Come, let us go up to the mountain of the LORD, 

  to the house of the God of Jacob; 

 that he may teach us his ways 

  and that we may walk in his paths.” 

 For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, 

  and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 

 4He shall judge between the nations, 

  and shall arbitrate for many peoples; 

 they shall beat their swords into plowshares, 

  and their spears into pruning hooks; 

 nation shall not lift up sword against nation, 

  neither shall they learn war any more. 
 

 5O house of Jacob, 

  come, let us walk 

  in the light of the LORD! 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION HARK, THE GLAD SOUND 
(Tune: It Came Upon A Midnight Clear) 

 

Hark, the glad sound! The Savior comes, 

the Savior promised long; 

let ev'ry heart prepare a throne 

and ev'ry voice a song. 
 

Our glad hosannas, Prince of peace, 

your welcome shall proclaim, 

and heav'n's eternal arches ring 

with your beloved name. 
 

GOSPEL   Matthew 1:1-17 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1:1 An account of the genealogy of Jesus the Messiah, the son of David, the son of 

Abraham. 
2 Abraham was the father of Isaac, and Isaac the father of Jacob, and Jacob the father of 

Judah and his brothers, 3and Judah the father of Perez and Zerah by Tamar, and Perez 

the father of Hezron, and Hezron the father of Aram, 4and Aram the father of 

Aminadab, and Aminadab the father of Nahshon, and Nahshon the father of 

Salmon, 5and Salmon the father of Boaz by Rahab, and Boaz the father of Obed by 

Ruth, and Obed the father of Jesse, 6and Jesse the father of King David. 
 

And David was the father of Solomon by the wife of Uriah, 7and Solomon the father of 

Rehoboam, and Rehoboam the father of Abijah, and Abijah the father of Asaph, 8and 

Asaph the father of Jehoshaphat, and Jehoshaphat the father of Joram, and Joram the 

father of Uzziah, 9and Uzziah the father of Jotham, and Jotham the father of Ahaz, and 

Ahaz the father of Hezekiah, 10and Hezekiah the father of Manasseh, and Manasseh the 

father of Amos, and Amos the father of Josiah, 11and Josiah the father of Jechoniah and 

his brothers, at the time of the deportation to Babylon. 
 

12 And after the deportation to Babylon: Jechoniah was the father of Salathiel, and 

Salathiel the father of Zerubbabel, 13and Zerubbabel the father of Abiud, and Abiud the 

father of Eliakim, and Eliakim the father of Azor, 14and Azor the father of Zadok, and 

Zadok the father of Achim, and Achim the father of Eliud, 15and Eliud the father of 

Eleazar, and Eleazar the father of Matthan, and Matthan the father of Jacob, 16and 



 

Jacob the father of Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom Jesus was born, who is called 

the Messiah. 
 

17 So all the generations from Abraham to David are fourteen generations; and from 

David to the deportation to Babylon, fourteen generations; and from the deportation 

to Babylon to the Messiah, fourteen generations. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull  
 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON HYMN HARK! A THRILLING VOICE IS SOUNDING! ELW 246 
 

  



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

God of Abraham and Isaac, 

God of Tamar and Ruth, 

God of Mary and Joseph, 

We worship today hoping to catch a glimpse of you. 

We know that you are present with us, just as you have accompanied every generation 

before. 
 

Thank you for creating space for us. 

Thank you for seeing our scattered thoughts, our imposter syndrome, our fragments of 

doubt, and still saying, “You are welcome here.” 
 

Thank you for seeing our ordinary selves with anxious concerns and unflattering habits 

and saying, “I have bigger plans for you.” 
 

Thank you for seeing our fragile egos, our uncertain relationships, and saying, “You 

belong here.” 



 

 

Your expansive love makes room for us to pause and breathe. Teach us how to make 

that same room for others. 
 

When we come face to face with stories that are different from ours, show us how to 

add chairs to the table. When we find ourselves face to face with stories that frustrate 

and test our patience, show us how to build bridges instead of walls. When we find 

ourselves face to face with stories that feel foreign or unreliable, remind us to open the 

door and to listen fully. 
 

From Abraham to Mary, you made room for every story - and that love continues to 

make room for us. Teach us to do the same for our neighbor so that our world will 

know the tangible presence of your love. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY WILL WE KNOW HIM? By Don Besig 

 St. Paul Vocal Choir & Nancy Price 

 

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING HE CAME DOWN ELW 253  

 
 

  



 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Eternal God, you make the desert bloom and send springs of water to thirsty ground. 

Receive these simple gifts of bread, wine, and money, and make us messengers of your 

mercy and love for all in need of your healing and justice. We ask this through Christ 

our Savior. 

Amen. 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 

GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 
 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places 

give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus 

Christ. You comforted your people with the promise of the Redeemer, through whom 

you will also make all things new in the day when he comes to judge the world in 

righteousness. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the 

hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
 

THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy God, the Beginning and the End, our Salvation and our Hope, we praise you for 

creating a world of order and beauty. When we brought on chaos, cruelty and despair, 

you sent the prophets to proclaim your justice and mercy. At this end of the ages your 

Son Jesus came to bring us your love and to heal all the suffering world. 

 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.  

 

Remembering, therefore, his life, death, and resurrection, we await his coming again in 

righteousness and peace. 

 

Send your Spirit on us and on this bread and wine we share: strengthen our faith, 

increase our hope, and bring to birth the justice and joy of your Son. Through him all 

glory and honor is yours, Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit, in your holy Church, 

both now and forever. 

Amen. 



 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 

 
Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

 
 

  



 

COMMUNION  MY LORD, WHAT A MORNING  ELW 438 
 

 



 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

SONG AFTER COMMUNION  

LORD, DISMISS US WITH YOUR BLESSING 
(Tune ELW 275: Angels From the Realms of Glory) 

 

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing, fill our hearts with joy and peace; 

let us each, your love possessing, triumph in redeeming grace. 

Oh, refresh us; oh, refresh us, trav’ling through this wilderness. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

 

Faithful God, in this meal you have remembered your mercy, bringing heaven to earth 

in the body and blood of Christ. As we wait for the day when all your promises will be 

fulfilled, sustain us and strengthen us by this holy mystery. Guide us toward your 

promised future, coming to birth in Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

+  +  +  SENDING  +  +  + 
 

BLESSING 
 

As you leave this place, may you go knowing that from generation to generation, we 

have been claimed and loved. From generation to generation, God has been by our 

side. From generation to generation, we are not alone. The God of yesterday and the 

God of tomorrow knows you by name, loves you, and calls you forth, saying, “Go be the 

person you are called to be, love wildly and do justice.” The God of every generation, 

Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, is with you wherever you go. 

Amen. 

  



 

SENDING SONG REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS ELW 244 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

As we prepare the way of the Lord, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE JESUS, CHRIST OUR SAVIOR by M. Dupre 
 Philip Cordell, organ  
  

(Livestream, 11 AM only)  O SAVIOR, REND THE HEAVENS WIDE by Rolf Schweizer 
 Philip Cordell, organ 

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Paul & Linda Weinberger Tracy Wendt 

Nancy Whitacre Tom & Pam Wickham 

Edna Wickline Luke Wickline 

Mark & Marsha Wickline Bethany Widmayer 

Judith Wilcox  

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 
 

This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 11/27 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary) 

9:30 AM: Contemporary Worship  

(Sanctuary) 

9:30 AM: SPYKids & Adult Forum (Lower  

Level) 

10:30 AM: Puppet Posse (Puppet Room) 

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

11 AM: Bible Discussions in Today’s  

World (Library) 

Monday, 11/28 
4:30 PM: Private Event (Sanctuary) 

5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall)  

 

Tuesday, 11/29 

     5 PM: Quilt Guild (Fellowship Hall)  

     7 PM: Back to Basics (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, 11/30 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street  

Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

6:30 PM: Vocal Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

7:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, 12/1 
     9:30 AM: Bible Study (Library)  

     6 PM: Inreach/Outreach (Library) 

     7 PM: Bell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Saturday, 12/3 
    9 AM: Youth Cookie Baking (Fellowship Hall) 

    10 AM: Live Nativity Rehearsal (Lower Level  

     & Shelter House) 

 

mailto:prayer@splcwesterville.org


 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSIONS 

 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 

granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  

 

Glory to God and Lamb of God are from the Everlasting Light liturgy, written and adapted by David Eck, C) 2011.  

 
Kyrie Eleison, Great Thanksgiving and Holy, Holy, Holy are arranged by Cynthia I. Gonzales, Ph.D., Music Director at FLC-San Marcos, TX. 

  

There’s a Song in the Air, arr. D. Wells, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  To Thee, O Lord, Our Hearts, arr. H. Turner, 

performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Wake, Awake, for Night is Flying, Music and Text Public Domain. Light One Candle 

to Watch for Messiah, Music Public Domain, Text © 1984 Fortress Press, admin. Augsburg Fortress.; Reprinted with permission under 

ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. 

All rights reserved.  Hark! A Thrilling Voice is Sounding, Music and Text Public Domain.  Will We Know Him?, by Don Besig & Nancy 

Price, performed by St. Paul Vocal Choir, Used with Permission.  He Came Down, Music and Text Public Domain, Arr. © 1986 Iona 

Community, GIA Publications, Inc., agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. 

Used by permission.; Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to podcast/stream this 

music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  My Lord, What a Morning, Music and Text Public Domain.  

Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers, Music and Text Public Domain.  Jesus, Christ Our Savior, by M. Dupre, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with 

Permission.  O Savior, Rend the Heavens Wide, by Rolf Schweizer, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission. 

  



 

 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    

 

 

Website  Calendar  Donate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 

Newsletter 

 I want to 

Connect to  

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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