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Visions abound in the readings for the sixth Sunday of Easter. Paul has a vision about what to do. John 

has a vision of what will be. Jesus provides visions of peace that surpasses human understanding and 

power beyond human imagination. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC THIS IS AMAZING GRACE by Jeremy Riddle,

 St. Paul Praise Band Josh Farro & Phil Wickham 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.   



 

WELCOME SONG  WHO YOU SAY I AM   
 

Who am I that the highest King 

Would welcome me? 

I was lost but He brought me in 

Oh His love for me, Oh His love for me 
  

Who the Son sets free, Oh is free indeed 

I'm a child of God, Yes I am 
  

Free at last, He has ransomed me 

His grace runs deep, While I was a slave to sin 

Jesus died for me, Yes He died for me 
  

CHORUS 

Who the Son sets free, Oh is free indeed 

I'm a child of God, Yes I am 

In my Father's house, There's a place for me 

I'm a child of God, Yes I am 
  

BRIDGE 

I am chosen, Not forsaken 

I am who You say I am, You are for me 

Not against me, I am who You say I am  (repeat) (chorus) 
  

In my Father's house, There's a place for me 

I'm a child of God, Yes I am (bridge twice) 
  

I am chosen, Not forsaken 

I am who You say I am, You are for me 

Not against me, I am who You say I am 

Oh, I am who You say I am 

Yes, I am who You say I am  (chorus) 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

 

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray.  
 

Bountiful God, you gather your people into your realm, and you promise us food from 

your tree of life. Nourish us with your word, that empowered by your Spirit we may 

love one another and the world you have made, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

FIRST READING Acts 16:9-15 
 

A vision compels Paul to move his ministry into Greece. There he meets Lydia, an important person in 

the business community, whose heart has been opened by God to receive the gospel. Her conversion 

and baptism provide the impetus for the founding of the church at Philippi. 
 

9During the night Paul had a vision: there stood a man of Macedonia pleading with him 

and saying, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” 10When he had seen the vision, we 

immediately tried to cross over to Macedonia, being convinced that God had called us 

to proclaim the good news to them. 

 11We set sail from Troas and took a straight course to Samothrace, the following day 

to Neapolis, 12and from there to Philippi, which is a leading city of the district of 

Macedonia and a Roman colony. We remained in this city for some days. 13On the 

sabbath day we went outside the gate by the river, where we supposed there was a 

place of prayer; and we sat down and spoke to the women who had gathered there. 14A 

certain woman named Lydia, a worshiper of God, was listening to us; she was from the 

city of Thyatira and a dealer in purple cloth. The Lord opened her heart to listen eagerly 

to what was said by Paul. 15When she and her household were baptized, she urged us, 

saying, “If you have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come and stay at my home.” 

And she prevailed upon us. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

SECOND READING Revelation 21:10, 22—22:5 
 

John’s vision of a new Jerusalem coming out of heaven provides continuity with God’s past actions. 

Yet in this new city, God’s presence replaces the temple, and the glory of God and the Lamb supplants 

sun and moon. 
 

10And in the spirit [one of the angels] carried me away to a great, high mountain and 

showed me the holy city Jerusalem coming down out of heaven from God. 

 22I saw no temple in the city, for its temple is the Lord God the Almighty and the 

Lamb. 23And the city has no need of sun or moon to shine on it, for the glory of God is 

its light, and its lamp is the Lamb. 24The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of 

the earth will bring their glory into it. 25Its gates will never be shut by day—and there 

will be no night there. 26People will bring into it the glory and the honor of the 

nations. 27But nothing unclean will enter it, nor anyone who practices abomination or 

falsehood, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s book of life. 

 22:1Then the angel showed me the river of the water of life, bright as crystal, flowing 

from the throne of God and of the Lamb 2through the middle of the street of the city. 

On either side of the river is the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit, producing its 

fruit each month; and the leaves of the tree are for the healing of the nations. 3Nothing 

accursed will be found there any more. But the throne of God and of the Lamb will be 

in it, and his servants will worship him; 4they will see his face, and his name will be on 

their foreheads. 5And there will be no more night; they need no light of lamp or sun, for 

the Lord God will be their light, and they will reign forever and ever. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
1st time leaders, 2nd time all 

 

 
 

 

GOSPEL  John 14: 23-29 
 

As Jesus talks of returning to the Father, he promises to send the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, who will 

teach Jesus’ followers and remind them of all that Jesus taught. Even more, those in whom God makes 

a home will experience a peace that overcomes fear. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

23Jesus answered [Judas (not Iscariot),] “Those who love me will keep my word, and my 

Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with 

them. 24Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that you 

hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me. 

 25“I have said these things to you while I am still with you. 26But the Advocate, the 

Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you everything, and 

remind you of all that I have said to you. 27Peace I leave with you; my peace I give to 

you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do 



 

not let them be afraid. 28You heard me say to you, ‘I am going away, and I am coming 

to you.’ If you loved me, you would rejoice that I am going to the Father, because the 

Father is greater than I. 29And now I have told you this before it occurs, so that when it 

does occur, you may believe.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON SONG PEACE (FATHER YOU ARE HOLY)  
 

Father, You are Holy. 

Lifting up Your name we give you praise. 

You wipe away our tears, You’re there throughout the years. 

Your name means peace. 

La la la la. 

La la la la. 

La la la --- la. 
 

Jesus, You are Holy. 

Lifting up Your name we give you praise. 

You wipe away our tears, You’re there throughout the years. 

Your name means peace. 

La la la la. 

La la la la. 

La la la --- la. 
 

Spirit, You are Holy. 

Lifting up Your name we give you praise. 

You wipe away our tears, You’re there throughout the years. 

Your name means peace. 

La la la la. 

La la la la. 

La la la --- la. 

  



 

NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

  



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

God of new life, open your church to the unexpected ways your Spirit is at work. Guide 

bishops, pastors, deacons, and lay leaders in their visioning, partnership, and planning. 

Surround us with your peace. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Give a vision of increase and abundant harvest for farmers, laborers, and gardeners 

who are beginning their growing season. Join their efforts with the goodness of 

creation to feed all living things. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Shine your light of wisdom and peace among nations. When those in power seek to 

assert dominance over others, confound their ways and make them yield to your 

humble authority. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Give safe haven to those who seek healing, liberation, or peace especially those we 

name, spoken or silently. Create places filled with hospitality where hurting people find 

your loving presence and wholeness, especially those we name, silently or spoken. God, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Uphold the work of ministries and organizations in our communities who assist people 

experiencing homelessness, citizens returning from prison, and all marginalized people. 

Accomplish your will through their efforts. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Assemble your people at rivers, streams, and fonts, where we remember our baptism 

and welcome others into the communion of saints. Gather us with those who have died 

when we meet together at your river of life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen.  



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 
 

 

OFFERTORY HAPPY DAY  
 

Greatest day in history 

Death is beaten, You have rescued me 

Sing it out: Jesus is alive. 

Empty cross the empty grave, 

Life eternal, You have won the day. 

Shout it out: Jesus is alive, 

He's alive 
  

Chorus 

And oh, happy day, happy day, 

You washed my sin away. 

Oh, happy, day happy day, 

I'll never be the same. 

Forever I am changed. 
  

When I stand in that place, 

Free at last, meeting face to face, 

I am Yours, Jesus, You are mine, 

Endless joy, perfect peace, 

Earthly pain finally will cease. 

Celebrate, Jesus is alive, 

He's alive. (chorus) 
  

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

Oh, what a glorious day, 

What a glorious way 

That You have saved me. 

And oh, what a glorious day, 

What a glorious name. (chorus) 
  

I'll never be the same. 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us 

your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 
+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 

  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

  



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 

 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN GOD OF ALL 
 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 
  

God of glory, God of majesty, 

God of mercy, we lift Your name on high, 

God of all.  God of all. 
  

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 
        

God of holiness.  God of righteousness. 

God of Heaven.  We lift Your name on high, 

God of all, God of all, God of all.   
  

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new 

heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as 

witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

  



 

GRADUATE RECOGNITION 
 

Today, it is our privilege to affirm [their] your academic accomplishments to this 

congregation. [They] You have completed an important phase of [their] your lives and 

are preparing to enter another. As [they] you make this transition, I ask you to affirm 

your commitment to a life of faith in the body of Christ together. 
 

As you celebrate your achievements and prepare for your new endeavors, do you thank 

God for the many ways your faith has been your strength and guide? If so, say “With 

God’s help, I do.” 

With God’s help I do. 
 

As you consider your next steps, do you acknowledge God going with you, before you, 

behind you, below you, above you, and within you? If so, say “With God’s help, I do.” 

With God’s help I do. 
 

As you make choices about your new endeavors, do you promise to remain connected 

to the church, offering your gifts to the world as part of the body of Christ and 

receiving the support of a family of faith? If so, say “With God’s help, I do.” 

With God’s help I do. 
 

People of God: Do you claim these graduates as brothers and sisters in Christ, called to 

ministry according to their talents? If so, say “In God’s love, we claim them.” 

In God’s love, we claim them. 
 

As their home congregation, do you promise to support them, take an interest in their 

future, be with them in their celebration and sadness, and welcome them whenever 

they return to St. Paul Lutheran Church? If so, say “In God’s love, we support them.” 

In God’s love, we support them. 
 

Do you promise to faithfully pray for these brothers and sisters, placing their futures 

into God’s loving hands as they make their choices? If so, say “In God’s love, we pray 

for them.” 

In God’s love, we pray for them. 
 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God, you bless your servants with many achievements. We give thanks 

especially today for the milestones that these graduates have attained. As they begin 

new phases of their lives, may they know your love in all the experiences they have. 

Bless those who have taught and nurtured these students. Give them strength though 

your holy presence. In Jesus’ name we pray. 

Amen. 
 



 

BENEDICTION 
 

May the Lord bless you and keep you, + now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

SENDING SONG  SHINE 
 

Lord, we have seen the rising sun awakening the early dawn, 

And we’re rising up to give You praise. 

Lord, we have seen the stars and moon, see how they shine, they shine for You. 

And You’re calling us to do the same. 

So we rise up with a song, And we rise up with a cry, And we’re giving You our lives. 
  

(Chorus) 

We will shine like stars in the universe, holding out Your truth in the darkest place. 

We’ll be living for Your glory, Jesus, we’ll be living for Your glory. 

(Repeat from Beginning ALL) 
  

We will burn so bright with Your praise, oh God, 

and declare Your light to this broken world. 

We’ll be living for Your glory, Jesus, we’ll be living for Your glory. 
  

LEADERS: 

Like the sun, so radiantly sending light for all to see, let Your Holy Church arise. 

Exploding into life, like a supernova’s light, set Your Holy Church on fire. 
  

ALL: 

Like the sun, so radiantly sending light for all to see, let Your Holy Church arise. 

(Chorus) 
  

We will burn so bright with Your praise, oh God, 

and declare Your light to this broken world. 

We’ll be living for Your glory, Jesus, we’ll be living for Your glory. 
  

So we rise up with a song, And we rise up with a cry, And we’re giving You our lives.  

Jesus we will shine. 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Because Christ is risen, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 

POSTLUDE DO LORD arr. Amy Potter 

 St. Paul Praise Team 



 

 

The altar flowers are given by Lisa & Jenoa Jeffers, 

in honor of their 5th wedding anniversary. 
 

The altar flowers are given by Bob & Helga Baur,  

in honor of their 60th wedding anniversary. 

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Michael, Jennifer, Jonathan, 

Lucelia, Alice & Charlotte Cafaro 

Curt, Jennifer, Caylee, & 

Caitlyn Campagna 

Denise Casari Dave & Judy Castor 

Melissa Castor Wade & Carol Chaffin 

Brandon & Amanda Chandos Bruce & Beverly Cherry 

Penny Christensen Gerald & Kimberly Clellen 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 
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This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 5/22 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

9:30 AM: Adult Forum & SPYkids(Lower 

Level)  

9:30 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

10:45 AM: Discussion in Today's World   

(Library)  

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

1 PM: Private Event (Shelter House) 

3 PM: Grief Group – St. Paul Cares 

(Fellowship Hall) 

6 PM: Confirmation (Fellowship Hall) 

 

Monday, 5/23 
    5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall) 

Tuesday, 5/24 
6:30 PM: Quilt Guild (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday, 5/25 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street 

Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

6 PM: Education Committee (Library) 

6:30 PM: Adult Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

7:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

 

 

 

 

  



 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSION 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 

granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  

  

This is Amazing Grace, by Jeremy Riddle, Josh Farro & Phil Wickham, © 2012 Phil Wickham Music, Seems Like Music, Sing My Songs, 

Bethel Music Publishing, WC Music Corp., Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Who You Say I 

Am, by Ben Fielding & Reuben Morgan, © 2017 Hillsong Music Publishing Australia, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, 

Streaming License #20106325. Gospel Acclamation (All Creation Sings, Setting 11), Worship texts from Sundays and Seasons.com.  © 

2018 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License 

#SAS007380.  Peace (Father You Are Holy), by Lloyd Garrelts, © 1995 Garrelts, Lloyd (Admin. by Night Sun Publishing), Used by 

Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Happy Day, by Ben Cantelon & Tim Hughes, © 2006 Thankyou 

Music, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  God of All, by Twila Paris, © 2003 Ariose Music, 

Mountain Spring Music, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325. Shine, by Matt Redman, © 2006 

Thankyou Music, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Do Lord, arranged by Amy Potter, 

Unknown Traditional. 

 

  



 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    
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Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 

Newsletter 

 I want to 

connect with 

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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