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Easter initiates a new day. It anticipates a new heaven and a new earth. The risen Christ is making all 

things new. In the mystery of holy baptism God has made new people of us. Today Jesus invites us to 

see everyone in a new light—through the lens of love. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC COME, NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP by Brian Doerkson 
 St. Paul Praise Band arr. Mark Cole 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.   



 

WELCOME SONG  HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE FOR US  
 

How deep the Father’s love for us, how vast beyond all measure; 

That He should give His only Son to make a wretch His treasure. 

How great the pain of searing loss, the Father turns His face away; 

As wounds which mar the Chosen One bring many sons to glory. 
 

I will not boast in anything, no gifts, no power, no wisdom; 

But I will boast in Jesus Christ, His death and resurrection. 

Why should I gain from His reward?  I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart: His wounds have paid my ransom 

 

Why should I gain from His reward?  I cannot give an answer. 

But this I know with all my heart: His wounds have paid my ransom  

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

O Lord God, you teach us that without love, our actions gain nothing. Pour into our 

hearts your most excellent gift of love, that, made alive by your Spirit, we may know 

goodness and peace, through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

  



 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

FIRST READING Acts 11:1-18 
 

In defense of his earlier baptism of non-Jewish believers, Peter demonstrates to the members of the 

Jerusalem church that God’s intention to love Gentiles as well as Jews is revealed in Jesus’ testimony. 

In this way the mission to the Gentiles is officially authorized. 
 

1Now the apostles and the believers who were in Judea heard that the Gentiles had 

also accepted the word of God. 2So when Peter went up to Jerusalem, the circumcised 

believers criticized him, 3saying, “Why did you go to uncircumcised men and eat with 

them?” 4Then Peter began to explain it to them, step by step, saying, 5“I was in the city 

of Joppa praying, and in a trance I saw a vision. There was something like a large sheet 

coming down from heaven, being lowered by its four corners; and it came close to 

me. 6As I looked at it closely I saw four-footed animals, beasts of prey, reptiles, and 

birds of the air. 7I also heard a voice saying to me, ‘Get up, Peter; kill and eat.’ 8But I 

replied, ‘By no means, Lord; for nothing profane or unclean has ever entered my 

mouth.’ 9But a second time the voice answered from heaven, ‘What God has made 

clean, you must not call profane.’ 10This happened three times; then everything was 

pulled up again to heaven. 11At that very moment three men, sent to me from 

Caesarea, arrived at the house where we were. 12The Spirit told me to go with them and 

not to make a distinction between them and us. These six brothers also accompanied 

me, and we entered the man’s house. 13He told us how he had seen the angel standing 

in his house and saying, ‘Send to Joppa and bring Simon, who is called Peter; 14he will 

give you a message by which you and your entire household will be saved.’ 15And as I 

began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the 

beginning. 16And I remembered the word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized 

with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ 17If then God gave them the 

same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I 

could hinder God?” 18When they heard this, they were silenced. And they praised God, 

saying, “Then God has given even to the Gentiles the repentance that leads to life.” 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

SECOND READING Revelation 21:1-6 
 

John’s vision shows us that in the resurrection the new age has dawned; God dwells with us already. 

Yet we wait for the time when the tears that cloud our vision will be wiped away. Then we will see the 

new heaven, new earth, and new Jerusalem. 
 

1I saw a new heaven and a new earth; for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 

away, and the sea was no more. 2And I saw the holy city, the new Jerusalem, coming 

down out of heaven from God, prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. 3And I 

heard a loud voice from the throne saying, 

 “See, the home of God is among mortals. 

 He will dwell with them; 

 they will be his peoples, 

 and God himself will be with them; 

 4he will wipe every tear from their eyes. 

 Death will be no more; 

 mourning and crying and pain will be no more, 

 for the first things have passed away.” 

 5And the one who was seated on the throne said, “See, I am making all things new.” 

Also he said, “Write this, for these words are trustworthy and true.” 6Then he said to me, 

“It is done! I am the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. To the thirsty I 

will give water as a gift from the spring of the water of life.” 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
1st time leaders, 2nd time all 

 

  



 

GOSPEL  John 13:31-35 
 

After washing the disciples’ feet, predicting his betrayal, and then revealing his betrayer, Jesus speaks 

of his glorification on the cross. This deep complicated love of Jesus, even to death on the cross, will 

be the distinctive mark of Jesus’ community. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God 

has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in 

himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. 

You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, 

you cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as 

I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that 

you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Rebecca Grate 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON SONG A NEW COMMANDMENT 
     

A new commandment I give unto you, 

That you love one another as I have loved you, 

That you love one another as I have loved you.  (repeat) 
 

By this shall people know you are my disciples, 

If you have love one for another; (repeat) 
    

A new commandment I give unto you, 

That you love one another as I have loved you, 

That you love one another as I have loved you. 
 

You are my friends if you do what I command you, 

Without my help you can do nothing (repeat) 
 

  



 

NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

  



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

Loving God, lead us to follow your Spirit, rather than our own prejudices or desires, as 

the church cares for one another. Open us to perceive your gifts in those we least 

expect. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Inspire us to praise you through the beauty and majesty of the natural world around us. 

Urge us toward more deliberate care of the world you have made. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Humble the rulers of nations before your splendor. Direct them to the people who 

need their attention most, and turn them from the temptation to hoard wealth or 

power. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Hasten to dwell among those who are in pain or distress, especially those we name, 

spoken or silently. As Christ enters our deepest suffering, remain with those 

experiencing despair and great need especially those we name, spoken or silently. God, 

in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Place holy love at the center of all our relationships and communities. By your love heal 

us, convict us, and renew us. Bring an end to racism in our churches and communities. 

Let everyone know your goodness by the love we show one another. God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Give us a place in the diverse company of your beloved saints. Teach us the value of 

each person’s identity, and bless us with a shared identity as your children, kindred of 

Christ. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen.  



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY LOVE ROUND  
  

Love, love, love, love,  

The Gospel in one word is love.  

Love your neighbor as yourself,  

For God is love. (sing 3 times) 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us 

your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 

 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN ALL WHO ARE THIRSTY 
 

All who are thirsty, all who are weak 

Just come to the fountain. Dip your heart in the streams of life. 

Let the pain and the sorrow, be washed away, 

In the waves of His mercy, as deep cries out to deep, we sing: 
  

Come Lord Jesus, come 

Come Lord Jesus, come. 

Come Lord Jesus, come 

Come Lord Jesus, come. (repeat from beginning) 
  

Nothing but Your will for me, I am only free when You come.  

Nothing but Your will for me, I am only free when You come. 
  

Come Lord Jesus, come 

Come Lord Jesus, come. 

Come Lord Jesus, come 

Come Lord Jesus, come. 
  

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new 

heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as 

witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of 

adoption,+ bless you now and forever. 

Amen.  



 

SENDING SONG  TESTIFY TO LOVE 
 

All the colors of the rainbow, all of voices of the wind, 

Ev’ry dream that reaches out, that reaches out to find where love begins, 

Ev’ry word of ev’ry story, ev’ry star in ev’ry sky, 

Ev’ry corner of creation lives to testify. 
 

CHORUS 

For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love. 

I'll be a witness in the silences when words are not enough. 

With ev’ry breath I take, I will give thanks to God above. 

For as long as I shall live, I will testify to love.   
 

From the mountains to the valleys, from the rivers to the sea, 

Ev’ry hand that reaches out, ev’ry hand that reaches out to offer peace; 

Ev’ry simple act of mercy, ev’ry step to kingdom come, 

All the Hope in ev’ry heart will speak what love has done.  (Chorus 3 times) 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

Because Christ is risen, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE AWESOME GOD by Rich Mullins 
 St. Paul Praise Team   

 

  



 

The altar flowers are given by Faith Kappeler-McCafferty,  

in honor of her 3rd wedding anniversary. 

 

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Karen Bucher Chad, Peyton, Hailey, Hayden 

& Landon Buehrer 

Jack Bull Pastor Jon & Terry Bull 

Michael Bull Sarah Bull 

Jim & Barb Burgess Andy & Lauren Burns 

Dave & Dorothy Bystrom Tom & Peg Cady 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 

 

 

 

This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 5/15 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

9:30 AM: Adult Forum & SPYkids(Lower 

Level)  

9:30 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

10:45 AM: Discussion in Today's World   

(Library)  

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

6 PM: Confirmation & High School 

(Fellowship Hall) 

Monday, 5/16 
5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall) 

Tuesday, 5/17 
6:30 PM: Dinners Out (Las Margaritas, 

Westerville) 

7 PM: Endowment (Library) 

Wednesday, 5/18 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street 

Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

6:30 PM: Adult Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

7:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, 5/19 
6 PM: Ladies Night Out (Rusty Bucket, Polaris 

Pkwy) 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSION 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 

granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  

  

Come, Now is the Time to Worship, by Brian Doerkson; arr. Mark Cole, © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire), Used by Permission. CCLI 

License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  How Deep the Father’s Love for Us, by Stuart Townend, © 1995 Thankyou Music, 

Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Gospel Acclamation (All Creation Sings, Setting 11), 

Worship texts from Sundays and Seasons.com.  © 2018 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under 

Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007380.  A New Commandment, by Andrew Moore & Aniceto Nazareth, © 1999 Kevin 

Mayhew Ltd, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  The Love Round, arr. by Charles High, © 1978 

The Word of God, Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Reprinted with permission under ONE 

LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All 

rights reserved.  All Who Are Thirsty, by Brenton Brown & Glenn Robertson, © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire), Used by Permission. CCLI 

License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Testify to Love, by Henk Pool, Paul Field, Ralph Van Manen & Robert Riekerk, © 

1996,1998 EMI Blackwood Music, Inc. (MAIN), Universal Music Corp., Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License 

#20106325.  Awesome God, by Rich Mullins, © 1988 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson Publishing, Used by Permission. CCLI License 

#1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  

 

  



 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    

 

 

Website  Calendar  Donate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 

Newsletter 

 I want to 

connect with 

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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