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Today’s texts offer instruction and encouragement for all who are occasionally overwhelmed by the 

“unhappy business” of life. Jesus urges us to take care and be on guard against all kinds of greed. We 

who have died with Christ in holy baptism have also been raised with him and are encouraged to 

elevate our thinking, seeking the “things that are above.” To that end we seek the sustenance of the 

Lord’s supper and the encouragement of God’s word. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC COME, NOW IS THE TIME TO WORSHIP by Brian Doerkson 

 St. Paul Praise Team arr. Mark Cole 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

WELCOME SONG  PEOPLE OF HOPE  
 

CHORUS       

We are people of hope alive in the myst’ry, 

Growing in faith, learning to love. 

We are people of hope throughout all of hist’ry, 

Held by the One who will never let go. 
  

We are dead in our striving for wealth and for might. 

But God, rich in mercy, has loved us to life.  (chorus) 
  

We are what God has made us, created in Christ 

For justice and mercy to be our way of life.  (chorus) 
  

In the journey ev’ry day we’re led by the Word, saved by grace.  (chorus) 
 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Friends in Christ, as we begin worship we invite you to put aside your busyness and to 

enter into the peace of God.  We invite you to leave your loneliness to enter into the 

fellowship of God’s people and above all, we invite you to leave your sagging spirits by 

lifting up your hearts in praise.  

 

We begin our worship as we live, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son and 

of the Holy Spirit.  

 

Gracious God, we are a broken people. We have hurt ourselves, others and you, our 

loving God, both by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. In the name 

of Jesus, we pray that you forgive us and make us whole.  
 

  



 

CONFESSION 

 
 

 

  



 

ABSOLUTION 

 
 

It is my duty and delight to announce and declare that we who once were far off have 

been brought near through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  For He is our 

peace and He has broken down the dividing wall of hostility thus reconciling us both to 

God and to one another.  We are no longer strangers, but rather citizens and members 

of the household of faith.   

Thanks be to God!  
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you.  



 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 
 

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Benevolent God, you are the source, the guide, and the goal of our lives. Teach us to 

love what is worth loving, to reject what is offensive to you, and to treasure what is 

precious in your sight, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
 

 
 

FIRST READING Ecclesiastes 1:2, 12-14, 2:18-23 
 

The teacher of wisdom who wrote Ecclesiastes sees that working for mere accumulation of wealth 

turns life into an empty game, a “vanity of vanities.” Nevertheless, he asserts in the next verse, it is 

good to find enjoyment in one’s work because such enjoyment is a gift from God. 
 

 2Vanity of vanities, says the Teacher, 

  vanity of vanities! All is vanity. 

 
12I, the Teacher, when king over Israel in Jerusalem, 13applied my mind to seek and to 

search out by wisdom all that is done under heaven; it is an unhappy business that God 

has given to human beings to be busy with. 14I saw all the deeds that are done under 

the sun; and see, all is vanity and a chasing after wind. 
 

 2:18I hated all my toil in which I had toiled under the sun, seeing that I must leave it to 

those who come after me 19—and who knows whether they will be wise or foolish? Yet 

they will be master of all for which I toiled and used my wisdom under the sun. This 

also is vanity. 20So I turned and gave my heart up to despair concerning all the toil of 

my labors under the sun, 21because sometimes one who has toiled with wisdom and 

knowledge and skill must leave all to be enjoyed by another who did not toil for it. This 

also is vanity and a great evil. 22What do mortals get from all the toil and strain with 

which they toil under the sun? 23For all their days are full of pain, and their work is a 

vexation; even at night their minds do not rest. This also is vanity. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  



 

SECOND READING Colossians 3:1-11 
 

Life in Christ includes a radical reorientation of our values. Just as the newly baptized shed their old 

clothes and put on new garments, so Christians are called to let go of greed and take hold of a life 

shaped by God’s love in Christ. 
 

1So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on things that are above, not on 

things that are on earth, 3for you have died, and your life is hidden with Christ in 

God. 4When Christ who is your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him 

in glory. 

 
5Put to death, therefore, whatever in you is earthly: fornication, impurity, passion, evil 

desire, and greed (which is idolatry). 6On account of these the wrath of God is coming 

on those who are disobedient. 7These are the ways you also once followed, when you 

were living that life. 8But now you must get rid of all such things—anger, wrath, malice, 

slander, and abusive language from your mouth. 9Do not lie to one another, seeing that 

you have stripped off the old self with its practices 10and have clothed yourselves with 

the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its 

creator. 11In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, circumcised and 

uncircumcised, barbarian, Scythian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all! 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

  



 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:13-21 
 

In God’s reign, the “rich will be sent away empty.” Jesus uses a parable to warn against identifying the 

worth of one’s life with the value of one’s possessions rather than one’s relationship with God. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

13Someone in the crowd said to [Jesus,] “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the family 

inheritance with me.” 14But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or 

arbitrator over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all 

kinds of greed; for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then 

he told them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced abundantly. 17And he 

thought to himself, ‘What should I do, for I have no place to store my crops?’ 18Then he 

said, ‘I will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store 

all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid 

up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to him, ‘You fool! This 

very night your life is being demanded of you. And the things you have prepared, 

whose will they be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for themselves but are 

not rich toward God.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON SONG AS THE DEER 
 

As the deer panteth for the water, so my soul longeth after Thee.  

You alone are my heart’s desire, and I long to worship Thee. 
        

CHORUS   

You alone are my strength, my shield; 

To You alone may my spirit yield.  

You alone are my heart’s desire, 

And I long to worship Thee. 
  

You’re my friend and You are my brother even though You are a King.  

I love You more than any other, so much more than anything.  (chorus) 

  

I want You more than gold or silver, only You can satisfy.  

You alone are the real joy giver and the apple of my eye.  (chorus twice)  
 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

  



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 
 

O God, you are wholeness. Where there is division in your church, bring reconciliation 

and healing. Guide the work of theologians, Sunday school teachers, seminary 

professors, and all who provide instruction for the building up of your church. Merciful 

God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are the source of all life. Where creation cries out in distress, bring relief 

and renewal. Bless farmers, ranchers, distributors, and all who provide our food. 

Nourish the land and all its habitants. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are wisdom. Where nations and communities yearn for peace, bring justice. 

Strengthen those who toil for the welfare of others, especially military personnel, 

police, first responders, and activists, and for the healing of the nations. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are life. Where your people are overwhelmed with the busy-ness of life, 

bring encouragement. Accompany all who experience emotional, mental, or physical 

distress, especially those we name, spoken or silently. Renew us at your table of mercy. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are our treasure. Where scarcity and anxiety pervade your church, bring 

abundance and vitality. Guide the work of church councils and committees and give 

them clarity for the work of ministry in this place. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O God, you are resurrection. We give you thanks for all your saints. Inspire us by their 

example of faithful living to set our minds on things above and to be rich in love 

toward you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 

steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

Amen. 

 



 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY  

 

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 

goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good 

of all, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us sing the Lord’s Prayer.  

 



 

 
 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN GOD OF ALL 
 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 
  

God of glory, God of majesty, 

God of mercy, we lift Your name on high,  

God of all.  God of all. 
  

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth.  
  

God of holiness.  God of righteousness. 

God of Heaven.  We lift Your name on high, 

God of all, God of all, God of all.   
 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 

your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 

that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you 

the path of life this day and always. 

Amen.  



 

SENDING SONG   

 
  



 

 



 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Christ is calling you to: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE I’VE GOT THE JOY Traditional 

 St. Paul Praise Team  

 

Flowers are given by Janet & Brent Krelko in honor of their anniversary. 

 

Thank you to Carole Williams for sharing her talents as the keyboardist this morning.  

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Kim & Aaron Johnson Scott & Kim Jones 

Matt & Keelie Jurrus Kevin & Faith Kappeler-

McCafferty 

Dennis Karns Peg Kennedy 

Angela Kenst Brian, Amy, Brayden, & 

Addison Kessler 

Jerry & Judi Kessler Chris, Lori, Bennett, & Miles 

Keyser 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 

 

 

This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 7/31 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

9:30 AM: Worship (Shelter House)  

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

Monday, 8/1 
    5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall)  

    7 PM: Personnel & Admin (Library) 

Tuesday, 8/2 

9:30 AM: Bible Study (Library) 

    6:30 PM: Fireside Chat (Shelter House) 

Wednesday, 8/3 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street 

Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

7:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, 8/4 
6 PM: Inreach/Outreach (Library) 

7 PM: Stewardship (Library) 

Friday, 8/5 
    Office Closed. 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSION 

 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 

granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  

 

Immanuel Folk Service Music by Gail Caleca, words by Gail Caleca and William R. White © 1989 Gail Caleca. Used by Permission. 

  

Come, Now is the Time to Worship, by Brian Doerkson; arr. Mark Cole, © 1998 Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire), Used by Permission. CCLI 

License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  People of Hope, by Hans Peterson & Larry Olson, © 1998 Dakota Road Music, Used 

by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  As the Deer, by Martin Nystrom, © 1984 Universal Music - 

Brentwood Benson Publishing, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  God of All, by Twila Paris, © 

2003 Ariose Music, Mountain Spring Music, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  I’ve Got the Joy, 

Traditional, Public Domain. 

  



 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    
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Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 
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 I want to 

connect with 

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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