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Persistence in prayer is encouraged by Jesus and wins the attention of God when Abraham intercedes 
for Sodom. The life of the baptized—to be rooted and built up in Christ Jesus—is to be nurtured with 
prayer. God hears and answers prayer and so strengthens God’s own. “When I called, you answered 

me; you increased my strength within me.” 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC 10,000 REASONS (BLESS THE LORD) arr. Jonas Myrin &
 St. Paul Praise Team Matt Redman  
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able. 
WELCOME SONG  MY FEET ARE ON THE ROCK  

 

I can see the clouds roll in 
I can feel the winds, they try to shake me 
I will not be moved 
My feet are on the rock 
 

I can feel the waters rise 
I can hear the howling lies that haunt me 
Fear won't hold me now 
My feet are on the rock 
 

CHORUS 
When I feel my hope about to break 
I will cling to Your unchanging grace 
Let the waters come and the earth give way 
I'll be dancing in the rain 
My feet are on the rock 
 

I can see the morning light 
I can feel the joy on the horizon 
Here my faith is found 
I stand on solid ground (chorus) 
 

On Christ the solid rock I stand 
All other ground is sinking sand 
So stomp your feet and clap your hands 
Our feet are on the rock (repeat twice) (chorus twice) 
 

My feet are on the rock. My feet are on the rock 

  



 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Friends in Christ, as we begin worship we invite you to put aside your busyness and to 
enter into the peace of God.  We invite you to leave your loneliness to enter into the 
fellowship of God’s people and above all, we invite you to leave your sagging spirits by 
lifting up your hearts in praise.  
 
We begin our worship as we live, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son and of the 
Holy Spirit.  
 
Gracious God, we are a broken people. We have hurt ourselves, others and you, our 
loving God, both by what we have done, and by what we have left undone. In the name 
of Jesus, we pray that you forgive us and make us whole.  
 

CONFESSION 

 



 

 
 

ABSOLUTION 

 
 

It is my duty and delight to announce and declare that we who once were far off have 
been brought near through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  For He is our 
peace and He has broken down the dividing wall of hostility thus reconciling us both to 
God and to one another.  We are no longer strangers, but rather citizens and members 
of the household of faith.   
Thanks be to God!  
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  



 

HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 
 

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

Almighty and ever-living God, you are always more ready to hear than we are to pray, 
and you gladly give more than we either desire or deserve. Pour upon us your 
abundant mercy. Forgive us those things that weigh on our conscience, and give us 
those good things that come only through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

+   +		 +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

 

 

 

FIRST READING Genesis 18:20-32 
 

In today’s reading, Abraham undertakes the role of a mediator between God and sinful humanity. 
Appealing to God’s justice, Abraham boldly asks for mercy for the city of Sodom for the sake of the 
few righteous people there, including Abraham’s nephew, Lot. 
 
20Then the LORD said, “How great is the outcry against Sodom and Gomorrah and how 
very grave their sin! 21I must go down and see whether they have done altogether 
according to the outcry that has come to me; and if not, I will know.” 
 22So the men turned from there, and went toward Sodom, while Abraham remained 
standing before the LORD. 23Then Abraham came near and said, “Will you indeed sweep 
away the righteous with the wicked? 24Suppose there are fifty righteous within the city; 
will you then sweep away the place and not forgive it for the fifty righteous who are in 
it? 25Far be it from you to do such a thing, to slay the righteous with the wicked, so that 
the righteous fare as the wicked! Far be that from you! Shall not the Judge of all the 
earth do what is just?” 26And the LORD said, “If I find at Sodom fifty righteous in the city, 
I will forgive the whole place for their sake.” 27Abraham answered, “Let me take it upon 
myself to speak to the Lord, I who am but dust and ashes. 28Suppose five of the fifty 
righteous are lacking? Will you destroy the whole city for lack of five?” And he said, “I 
will not destroy it if I find forty-five there.” 29Again he spoke to him, “Suppose forty are 
found there.” He answered, “For the sake of forty I will not do it.” 30Then he said, “Oh 
do not let the Lord be angry if I speak. Suppose thirty are found there.” He answered, “I 
will not do it, if I find thirty there.” 31He said, “Let me take it upon myself to speak to the 
Lord. Suppose twenty are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of twenty I will not 



 

destroy it.” 32Then he said, “Oh do not let the Lord be angry if I speak just once more. 
Suppose ten are found there.” He answered, “For the sake of ten I will not destroy it.” 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING Colossians 2:6-15 [16-19] 
 

The writer of this letter warns the congregation in Colossae about “the empty lure” of philosophies 
and traditions that compromise faith. Through the gift of faith, the church is mystically connected with 
Christ in his death and resurrection which is enacted in baptism. 
 
6As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in 
him, 7rooted and built up in him and established in the faith, just as you were taught, 
abounding in thanksgiving. 
 
 8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deceit, 
according to human tradition, according to the elemental spirits of the universe, and 
not according to Christ. 9For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, 10and you 
have come to fullness in him, who is the head of every ruler and authority. 11In him also 
you were circumcised with a spiritual circumcision, by putting off the body of the flesh 
in the circumcision of Christ; 12when you were buried with him in baptism, you were 
also raised with him through faith in the power of God, who raised him from the 
dead. 13And when you were dead in trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, 
God made you alive together with him, when he forgave us all our trespasses, 14erasing 
the record that stood against us with its legal demands. He set this aside, nailing it to 
the cross. 15He disarmed the rulers and authorities and made a public example of them, 
triumphing over them in it. [ 
 16Therefore do not let anyone condemn you in matters of food and drink or of 
observing festivals, new moons, or sabbaths. 17These are only a shadow of what is to 
come, but the substance belongs to Christ. 18Do not let anyone disqualify you, insisting 
on self-abasement and worship of angels, dwelling on visions, puffed up without cause 
by a human way of thinking, 19and not holding fast to the head, from whom the whole 
body, nourished and held together by its ligaments and sinews, grows with a growth 
that is from God.] 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  



 

Please stand as you are able.  
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  

 
 

  



 

GOSPEL  Luke 11:1-13 
 

In teaching his disciples this prayer, Jesus also reminds them to focus on God’s coming reign, God’s 
mercy, and the strengthening of the community. Jesus encourages his disciples to childlike trust and 
persistence in prayer. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1[Jesus] was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his disciples 
said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.”2He said to them, 
“When you pray, say: 
 Father, hallowed be your name. 
  Your kingdom come. 
  3Give us each day our daily bread. 
  4And forgive us our sins, 
   for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 
  And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to him at 
midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a friend of mine 
has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he answers from within, ‘Do not 
bother me; the door has already been locked, and my children are with me in bed; I 
cannot get up and give you anything.’ 8I tell you, even though he will not get up and 
give him anything because he is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will 
get up and give him whatever he needs. 
 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given you; search, and you will find; knock, and 
the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and everyone who 
searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the door will be opened. 11Is there 
anyone among you who, if your child asks for a fish, will give a snake instead of a 
fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, 
know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will the heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  
SERMON   Pastor Rebecca Grate 
 
  



 

Please stand as you are able.  
SERMON SONG ASK THE COMPLICATED QUESTIONS 

(Verses 1,3,4) 

  



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 
A brief silence. 
 

Rooted and built up in Christ, we pray for the church. Embolden church leaders to take 
risks for the sake of the gospel, and equip the baptized to proclaim your extravagant 
love for the whole world. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Rejoicing in the works of your hands, we pray for the natural world. Make rivers and 
lakes, oceans and all waterways, sparkle with your radiance. Protect water sources and 
strengthen those who defend them. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Interceding on behalf of the vulnerable, we pray for the peoples of the world. Inspire all 
rulers and governing authorities with your justice. Guide the work of legislators and 
public officials, that they advocate for the well-being of those they serve. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 



 

Persistent in prayer, we pray for our neighbors in need. To all who have hunger, give 
daily bread. To all who have bread, give hunger for justice. Open us to the cries of 
those who suffer especially those we name, spoken or silently. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Abounding in thanksgiving, we pray for this congregation. Bless the prayer and 
fellowship ministries in this place. Call us together in times of praise and blessing, 
trouble and sorrow, in your holy name. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Buried with Christ in baptism and raised with him to new life, we give thanks for your 
saints who rest in your eternal presence. Join our voices with theirs as we sing of your 
great glory. Merciful God, 
receive our prayer. 
 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 
steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
OFFERING 
 

 
 
OFFERTORY  
 YOU’LL NEVER WALK ALONE (WITH CLIMB EVERY MOUNTAIN) 

Karla Kruse, Jordan Young, vocalists  
Zach Ruppel, piano 

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

Please stand as you are able.  
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 
goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good 
of all, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 

+   +		  +   MEAL   +   +   + 
  
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 
you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us sing the Lord’s Prayer.  

 



 

 
 
 
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 
It is made ready for those who love God  
 and for those who want to love God more. 
So come, you who have much faith  
 and you who have little; 
You who have been here often  
 and you who have not been here long; 
You who have tried to follow  
 and you who have failed.   
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
 
Please be seated. 
COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 
The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN BREAD OF LIFE, MAKE ME WHOLE 
 

Bread of Life, make me whole. Lamb of God, heal my soul.  
Living Word alive in me, shed Your blood to set me free. 
 

We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.   
We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.  (repeat) 
 

(Instrumental interlude) 
 

We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.    
We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.  
 

Bread of Life, make me whole.  
 
Please stand as you are able. 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  
Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 
your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, 
that all may come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

The God of peace, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you, comfort you, and show you 
the path of life this day and always. 
Amen.  



 

SENDING SONG   

 
  



 
 



 

DISMISSAL 
 

Go in peace. Christ is calling you to: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE WHERE JUSTICE ROLLS DOWN by Bob Stromberg,  
 St. Paul Praise Team Michael Pearce Donley, Rick Carlson 
   

The flowers are given by Lynn Covan in loving memory  
of her husband, Art Covan.  

 
 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 
Mary Huffman Richard, Amy, Haddie, Laney, 

& Nellie Hunter 

Michelle & Matthew Hursey Brandon, Julie, & Ava Huston 

Steve, April, Joel, Zach, & Colin 
Hyer 

Chad, Jennifer, Ethan & Emory 
Irwin 

Julie Jantz Kay Jantz 

Jenoa, Lisa, & Catherine Jeffers Christine Johnson 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 
 

 
This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 7/24 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  
9:30 AM: Worship (Shelter House)  
11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  
3 PM: St. Paul Cares (Fellowship Hall) 

Monday, 7/25 
 5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall)  

Tuesday, 7/26 
9:30 AM: Bible Study (Library) 

    6 PM: Ladies Night Out (Rusty Bucket) 
    6:30 PM: Quilt Guild (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday, 7/27 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street Cafe)  
9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 
7:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, 7/28 
5 PM: Private Event (Sanctuary) 

Saturday, 7/30 
    11 AM: Elaine Goias Funeral (Sanctuary) 
     1 PM: Private Event (Shelter House) 

 
 

 



 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
Susan Treer Contemporary Keyboardist 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERMISSION 
 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  
  
Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 
sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 
granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  
 
Immanuel Folk Service Music by Gail Caleca, words by Gail Caleca and William R. White © 1989 Gail Caleca. Used by Permission. 
  
10,000 Reasons (Bless the Lord), by Jonas Myrin & Matt Redman, © 2011 Atlas Mountain Songs, sixsteps Music, Thankyou Music, 
worshiptogether.com songs, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  My Feet Are on the Rock, by 
Abbie Parker, Josh Bronleewe, Lindsey Sweat & Matthew Hein, © 2018 All Essential Music, Be Essential Songs, I Am "They" Publishing, 
IAMTHEYSONGS, So Essential Tunes, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Ask the Complicated 
Questions, Music Public Domain, Text © 2018 GIA Publications, Inc., giamusic.com. All rights reserved., Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress.; 
Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  You’ll Never Walk Alone (with “Climb Every Mountain”), arr. by Mark Hayes, 
performed by Karla Kruse, Zach Ruppel and Jordan Young, Used with Permission.  Bread of Life Make Me Whole, by Mt. Olivet Lutheran 
Youthgroup, © 2000 Blue Pelican Publishing. Where Justice Rolls Down, by Bob Stromberg, Michael Pearce Donley, Rick Carlson, © 
1994 Arvid's Girl Music, Stream Mountain Music, Remaining portion is unaffiliated, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, 
Streaming License #20106325.  

  



 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 
response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 
 

Holy Communion 
We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 
available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 
Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 
nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    
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Contacts 
Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 
Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 
St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

  

 


