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The word of God is a refining fire. Jesus is the great divide in human history. He invites 

our undivided attention and devotion. Today in worship we are surrounded by a great 

“cloud of witnesses.” In the word and in holy communion we are invited yet again to 

look to Jesus, “the pioneer and perfecter of our faith.” 
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PRESERVICE MUSIC  MEDITATION ON “ROCKINGHAM” arr. R. Purvis  

(Livestream, 11 am only)  Philip Cordell, organ  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  by Jean Crestien Schickhart 

 ALLEGRO VIVO FROM INTERMEDIO 

Philip Cordell, organ 

 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding in 

steadfast love. 

Amen. 
 

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. Let us confess 

our sin to God who is faithful and just and who has promised to forgive our sin and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Most merciful God,  

have mercy on us. We confess to you that we have sinned against you in thought, 

word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 

have not trusted you with our whole heart; we have not loved one another in 

deed and in truth. In your compassion forgive our sin and so uphold us by your 

Spirit that we may live and serve you in newness of life through Jesus Christ, our 

light and our truth. Amen. 

 

With joy, I proclaim to you that Almighty God, rich in mercy, abundant in love, + 

forgives you all your sin and grants you newness of life in Jesus Christ. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

  



 

WELCOME HYMN  THY STRONG WORD ELW 511 

 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



 

 

KYRIE 

 



 

 
NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION 

 
 



 

 
 

SALUTATION  

 

 
  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

O God, judge eternal, you love justice and hate oppression, and you call us to share 

your zeal for truth. Give us courage to take our stand with all victims of bloodshed and 

greed, and, following your servants and prophets, to look to the pioneer and perfecter 

of our faith, your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 
 

 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
Please be seated.  

FIRST READING Jeremiah 23:23-29 
 

Because Jeremiah preaches the unpopular message of God’s judgment, he suffers rejection. Today’s 

reading distinguishes between the true prophet, like Jeremiah, who speaks God’s word, and the false 

prophet who misleads the people through dreams. One is like wheat; the other like worthless straw. 
 

23Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off? 24Who can hide in secret 

places so that I cannot see them? says the LORD. Do I not fill heaven and earth? says 

the LORD. 25I have heard what the prophets have said who prophesy lies in my name, 

saying, “I have dreamed, I have dreamed!” 26How long? Will the hearts of the prophets 

ever turn back—those who prophesy lies, and who prophesy the deceit of their own 

heart? 27They plan to make my people forget my name by their dreams that they tell 

one another, just as their ancestors forgot my name for Baal. 28Let the prophet who has 

a dream tell the dream, but let the one who has my word speak my word faithfully. 

What has straw in common with wheat? says the LORD. 29Is not my word like fire, says 

the LORD, and like a hammer that breaks a rock in pieces? 
 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



 

PSALM  Psalm 82 
 

 1God stands to charge the divine council assembled, 

  giving judgment in the midst of the gods: 

 2“How long will you judge unjustly, 

  and show favor to the wicked? 

 3Save the weak and the orphan; 

  defend the humble and needy; 

 4rescue the weak and the poor; 

  deliver them from the power of the wicked.  

 5They do not know, neither do they understand; they wander about in darkness; 

  all the foundations of the earth are shaken. 

 6Now I say to you, ‘You are gods, 

  and all of you children of the Most High; 

 7nevertheless, you shall die like mortals, 

  and fall like any prince.’ ” 

 8Arise, O God, and rule the earth, 

  for you shall take all nations for your own.  
 

SECOND READING HEBREWS 11:29—12:2 
 

The author of Hebrews presents us with rich stories of faith. In a long list of biblical heroes, we find 

examples of trust in God that enabled them to face the trials of life faithfully. In addition to this “cloud 

of witnesses,” we have Jesus, the perfect model of faithful endurance. 
 

29By faith the people passed through the Red Sea as if it were dry land, but when the 

Egyptians attempted to do so they were drowned. 30By faith the walls of Jericho fell 

after they had been encircled for seven days. 31By faith Rahab the prostitute did not 

perish with those who were disobedient, because she had received the spies in peace. 

 32And what more should I say? For time would fail me to tell of Gideon, Barak, 

Samson, Jephthah, of David and Samuel and the prophets—33who through faith 

conquered kingdoms, administered justice, obtained promises, shut the mouths of 

lions, 34quenched raging fire, escaped the edge of the sword, won strength out of 

weakness, became mighty in war, put foreign armies to flight. 35Women received their 

dead by resurrection. Others were tortured, refusing to accept release, in order to 

obtain a better resurrection. 36Others suffered mocking and flogging, and even chains 

and imprisonment. 37They were stoned to death, they were sawn in two, they were 

killed by the sword; they went about in skins of sheep and goats, destitute, persecuted, 

tormented—38of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and 

mountains, and in caves and holes in the ground. 



 

 39Yet all these, though they were commended for their faith, did not receive what 

was promised, 40since God had provided something better so that they would not, 

apart from us, be made perfect. 

 

 12:1Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us also lay 

aside every weight and the sin that clings so closely, and let us run with perseverance 

the race that is set before us, 2looking to Jesus the pioneer and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the sake of the joy that was set before him endured the cross, disregarding its 

shame, and has taken his seat at the right hand of the throne of God. 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

 
  



 

GOSPEL  Luke 12:49-56 
 

Jesus delivers harsh words about the purifying and potentially divisive effects of obedience to God’s 

call. The way of the cross often leads followers to encounter hostility and rejection, even from those 

they love. 
 

The holy gospel according to Luke. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said:] 49“I came to bring fire to the earth, and how I wish it were already 

kindled! 50I have a baptism with which to be baptized, and what stress I am under until 

it is completed! 51Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth? No, I tell 

you, but rather division! 52From now on five in one household will be divided, three 

against two and two against three; 53they will be divided: 

 father against son 

  and son against father, 

 mother against daughter 

  and daughter against mother, 

 mother-in-law against her daughter-in-law 

  and daughter-in-law against mother-in-law.” 

 54He also said to the crowds, “When you see a cloud rising in the west, you 

immediately say, ‘It is going to rain’; and so it happens. 55And when you see the south 

wind blowing, you say, ‘There will be scorching heat’; and it happens. 56You hypocrites! 

You know how to interpret the appearance of earth and sky, but why do you not know 

how to interpret the present time?” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull 

 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON HYMN HOW FIRM A FOUNDATION ELW 796 
 

  



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Trusting in God’s extraordinary love, let us come near to the Holy One in prayer. 

A brief silence. 
 

Arise, O God, and sustain your church. We pray for all who dedicate their lives to 

serving your people. Renew our commitment to our siblings in faith around the globe, 

and bless the work of our ecumenical and interfaith partners. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Arise, O God, and sustain your creation. We pray for all places affected by natural 

disasters. Transform the devastation of floods and fires into fertile ground for new life 

and growth. Fill heaven and earth with your life-giving Spirit. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Arise, O God, and sustain the nations. We pray for all elected officials. Kindle in them a 

desire to administer your justice. Strengthen their resolve to defend those who are 

vulnerable and to stand publicly against all forms of oppression. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



 

Arise, O God, and sustain those who are oppressed. We pray for people harmed by 

racist discrimination, ableist discrimination, and all people discriminated against based 

on their gender identity or sexual orientation. Rescue us from all systems that degrade 

our fellow human beings. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Arise, O God, and sustain this assembly. We pray for this community, celebrating with 

those who rejoice and weeping with those who weep especially those we name, spoken 

or silently. In our joy and in our tears, be near us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, we remember the saints who have gone 

before us. May we run with perseverance the race set before us until we find our rest in 

you. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

Receive the prayers of your children, merciful God, and hold us forever in your 

steadfast love; through Jesus Christ, our holy Wisdom. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY  arr. Lloyd Larson 

 DEEP RIVER WITH SHALL WE GATHER AT THE RIVER  

 Michael Bull, Karla Kruse, vocalists with Philip Cordell, piano  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING SONG AS THE GRAINS OF WHEAT  

 
 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of abundance: you have set before us a plentiful harvest. As we feast on your 

goodness, strengthen us to labor in your field, and equip us to bear fruit for the good 

of all, in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

  



 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 

 

 

 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; 

who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious resurrection 

opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the 

church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending 

hymn: 

 

  



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

You are indeed holy, gracious and merciful God, creator of heaven and earth; 

everything, everywhere is filled with your glory. We give thanks for the promise you 

gave to our ancestors, Abraham and Sarah, that through their descendants you would 

bless the whole family on earth. 
 

We give thanks for the steadfast love you showed to their offspring: You delivered 

them from Egypt, bound yourself to them in covenant, sent them liberators and 

prophets, brought them home from exile. 

 

When the time had fully come, you kept your promise by sending Jesus, born of Mary, 

who in word and deed announced your gentle rule of justice and peace. He was 

obedient unto death, even death on a cross. 
 



 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering his command that we love one another, his life and death, and his 

glorious resurrection and ascension, we pray for his coming again even as we cry: 

Amen! Come, Lord Jesus! 
 

Send now, we pray, your Holy Spirit, that all of your promises may come to us and your 

whole creation. Empower us by that same Spirit, to love and forgive that our lives may 

anticipate that day when you will make all things new. 

Amen! Come, Holy Spirit! 
 

Gather our prayers with those of the apostles, prophets, martyrs, and all the faithful 

who have gone before us, and unite them with the unceasing prayer of the One who 

lives in us and in whom we live, Jesus Christ. 

Amen! 
 

  



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 

 
Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN TAKE, OH, TAKE ME AS I AM ELW 814 
 

 

 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

Now may the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in 

his grace.  

Amen. 
 

  



 

POST COMMUNION HYMN  THANKS BE TO YOU  

  
  



 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Life-giving God, through this meal you have bandaged our wounds and fed us with 

your mercy. Now send us forth to live for others, both friend and stranger, that all may 

come to know your love. This we pray in the name of Jesus. 

Amen. 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

 

  



 

SENDING HYMN  LEAD ON, O KING ETERNAL ELW 805 

 

 



 

DISMISSAL 

Go in Peace. Christ is calling you to: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 

 

POSTLUDE TOCCATA ON “ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING”   

(Sanctuary) Philip Cordell, organ arr. G.M. Martin  
  

 

(Livestream, 11 AM Only) HYMNE AU SAINT-SACRAMENT by F. Brock 

Philip Cordell, organ 

Flowers are given by Gary & Sue Cook, in honor of granddaughter,  

Bailey McMahon on her 18th birthday. 

 

  



 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Karla Kruse Greg, Lara, Elliott, & Madeline 

LaFontaine 

Curt Laird Mike, Gia, Ronan, Genevieve, 

& Tristan LaRoche 

Brandon, Cass, Darcy, & Devin 

Lawson 

Doug & Barbara Lee 

Brian Lehner & Debbie Rogers James, Courtney, Cora 

Leitwein-Cline, Callista 

Grubbs, Cayden Capuano, 

Cora Capuano, & Everly 

Leitwein 

Bill & Marian Leuby Joann & Grace Lieb 

Aaron, Joy, Evan, & Cooper 

Linkiewicz 

 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 

 

 

This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 8/14 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

9:30 AM: Worship (Shelter House)  

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

Monday, 8/15 
5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall)  

6:30 PM: Dinners Out (Outback Steakhouse, 

Polaris) 

7 PM: Congregation Council (Library) 

Tuesday, 8/16 

    11:30 AM: Lunch Bunch (Shelter House) 

     7 PM: Endowment (Library) 

Wednesday, 8/17 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street 

Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

5:30 PM: Property (Library) 

7:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

Thursday, 8/18 
9:30 AM: Bible Study (Library) 

7 PM: Bell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
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WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSIONS 

 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 

granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  

 

Now the Feast and Celebration liturgy words and Music by Marty Haugen  © 1990 GIA Publications, Inc.  All Rights Reserved.  Reprinted 

under One License  #A-728642.  All Rights Reserved. Worship Texts from Sundays and Seasons.com.  ©  2018  Augsburg Fortress. All 

rights reserved.  Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS007380.  Scripture readings are from 

New Revised Standard Version Bible, © 1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by 

permission. All rights reserved. 

  

Meditation on “Rockingham”, arr. R. Purvis, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Allegro Vivo from Intermedio, by Jean 

Crestien Schickhart, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Thy Strong Word, Music Public Domain, Text and arr. © 1969 

Concordia Publishing House; Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to 

podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved. How Firm a Foundation, Text and music 

Public Domain.  Deep River (with Shall We Gather at the River), arr. Lloyd Larson, performed by Michael Bull, Karla Kruse and Philip 

Cordell, Used with Permission.  Take, Oh, Take Me As I Am, Text and music © 1995 Wild Goose Resource Group, Iona Community 

Pearce Institute, GIA Publications, Inc. exclusive agent. 7404 S. Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All 

rights reserved. Used by permission.; Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to 

podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Lead On, O King Eternal!, Text and 

music Public Domain.  Toccata on “All Creatures of Our God and King”, arr. G.M. Martin, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with 

Permission.  Hymne Au Saint-Sacrament, by F. Bock, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission. 

  



 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    

 

 

Website  Calendar  Donate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 

Newsletter 

 I want to 

Connect to  

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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