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In spite of all we have heard and all we have seen, it is often hard to believe. Because it is hard to 

believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days (a week of weeks). Because it is 

hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. 

Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again and again in the mystery of holy 

communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us his peace. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 

4686 E. Walnut Street 

Westerville, OH 43081  

614-882-7601 

@splcwesterville 

www.splcwesterville.org 

  

http://www.splcwesterville.org/


 

  



 

PRE-SERVICE MUSIC ALL THE EARTH WILL SING YOUR PRAISES by Paul Baloche 
 St. Paul Praise Band arr. Dan Galbraith 
  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 
 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no secrets 

are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we 

may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. 

Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Most merciful God,  

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and walk 

in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen. 
 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and by 

his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the name 

of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.   



 

WELCOME SONG  CHRIST IS RISEN 
  

Let no one caught in sin remain 

Inside the lie of inward shame. 

We fix our eyes upon the cross, 

And run to Him who showed great love 

And bled for us, 

Freely You‘ve bled, for us. 
  

CHORUS 

Christ is risen from the dead; 

Trampling over death by death. 

Come awake, come awake, 

Come and rise up from the grave. 

Christ is risen from the dead; 

We are one with Him again. 

Come awake, come awake, 

Come and rise up from the grave. 
  

Beneath the weight of all our sin, 

You bow to none but heaven's will; 

No scheme of hell, no scoffer's crown, 

No burden great can hold You down. 

In strength You reign; 

Forever let Your church proclaim: (chorus) 
  

Oh death! Where is your sting? 

Oh hell! Where is your victory? 

Oh Church! Come stand in the light 

The glory of God has defeated the night, singing: 

Oh death! Where is your sting? 

Oh hell! Where is your victory? 

Oh Church! Come stand in the light 

Our God is not dead, He's alive, He's alive! (chorus twice) 
 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  
 

O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of your risen 

Son. By your Spirit’s breath revive our faith in your mercy, and strengthen us to be the 

body of your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 

FIRST READING Acts 5:27-32 
 

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response 

to the charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin 

through repentance. 
 

27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The 

high priest questioned them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this 

name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching and you are determined to 

bring this man’s blood on us.” 29But Peter and the apostles answered, “We must obey 

God rather than any human authority. 30The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, 

whom you had killed by hanging him on a tree. 31God exalted him at his right hand as 

Leader and Savior that he might give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And 

we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy Spirit whom God has given to 

those who obey him.” 
 

Word of God. Word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

SECOND READING Revelation 1:4-8 
 

The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian 

prophet named John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and 

end of all time. 
 

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia: 

  Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and 

from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from Jesus Christ, the faithful 

witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. 

  To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, 6and made us to be a 

kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 

ever. Amen. 

 7Look! He is coming with the clouds; 

  every eye will see him, 

 even those who pierced him; 

  and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. 

So it is to be. Amen. 

 8“I am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is 

to come, the Almighty. 
 

Word of God. Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION  
1st time leaders, 2nd time all 

 

  



 

GOSPEL  John 20:19-31 
 

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful 

disciples. A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the 

resurrection are also for those who “have not seen and yet believe.” 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the 

house where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them 

his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said 

to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When 

he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If 

you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they 

are retained.” 
 

 24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 

Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 

them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 

the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

 26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 

Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 

with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach 

out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered 

him, “My Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 

written in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus 

is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his 

name. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON SONG WE WALK BY FAITH 

 
  



 

NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father; 

through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 

and became truly human. 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried. 

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 

who has spoken through the prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

  



 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Set free from captivity to sin and death, we pray to the God of resurrection for the 

church, people in need, and all of creation. 

A brief silence. 
 

Holy One who acts righteously, equip your church as witnesses of your goodness to go 

and tell others of your abundant love, that they may believe that Jesus is our salvation 

and life. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Renew your people’s commitment to use resources responsibly and to live well with 

your creation. Invite us to recognize and nurture signs of resurrection life in the natural 

world. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Direct those who are given human authority to lead with humility and compassion. By 

your Holy Spirit channel their attention toward serving those who are most in need. 

God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Uphold your children who cry out to you especially those we name, spoken or silently. 

Wherever people are overcome by the fear of death, breathe into them your life and 

peace. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Inspire those who lead your people in worship and praise. With joyful motion and 

sound, send us forth with praise that we cannot keep to ourselves. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

Give us the words of your saints who, like Thomas, boldly confessed your Son as Lord 

and God. With Jesus our leader, empower us to live according to his ways. God, in your 

mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 

birth.  Cleanse us from sin and raise us to eternal life.  Give to Collin Jack, Ethaniel 

Michael, Brayden William, Miles Andrew, Genevieve Rose, Devin Delainey, Leo 

Christopher, the gift of your Holy Spirit.  Give them the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and joy as they continue to grow in faith towards 

you.  Help them live their lives as faithful disciples. God, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



 

 

In your mercy, O God, respond to these prayers, and renew us by your life-giving Spirit; 

through Jesus Christ, our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY RISEN TODAY! arr. Dan Forrest  
 Zach Ruppel, piano 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Living God, you gather the wolf and the lamb to feed together in your peaceable reign, 

and you welcome us all at your table. Reach out to us through this meal, and show us 

your wounded and risen body, that we may be nourished and believe in Jesus Christ, 

our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
  

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 

 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN BREAD OF LIFE MAKE ME WHOLE 
 

Bread of Life, make me whole. Lamb of God, heal my soul.  

Living Word alive in me, shed Your blood to set me free. 
 

We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.   

We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.  (repeat) 
 

(Instrumental interlude) 
 

We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.    

We praise Your name.  We praise Your name.  
 

Bread of Life, make me whole.  
  

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 

 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

We give you thanks, generous God, for in this bread and cup we have tasted the new 

heaven and earth where hunger and thirst are no more. Send us from this table as 

witnesses to the resurrection, that through our lives, all may know life in Jesus’ name. 

Amen. 

 

BENEDICTION 
 

God, the Author of life, Christ, the living Cornerstone, and the life-giving Spirit of 

adoption,+ bless you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



 

SENDING SONG  SAVED THE DAY 

 

The darkest day in history was over;  

All was lost on the cross. 

Beaten, battered, bruised beyond description, 

“You gave it all.  What went wrong?” 
 

This couldn't be the end of Heaven's story 

'Cause You came to save, to beat the grave. 

Three days and now they're looking for Your body 

But You were gone and now I know. 
 

CHORUS 

You saved the day.  The day You rolled the stone away. 

The empty grave is there to say, “You reign!” 

You saved the day.  You tore the holy veil away. 

You opened wide the prison gates.   You saved the day. 
 

Rescued from the shackles of my failure 

In the dead of night, You shined Your light 

Your gift of love is hope that springs eternal 

Because of You, all things are new.  (chorus twice) 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

Because Christ is risen, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE I’VE GOT THE JOY Traditional  

St. Paul Praise Team 

 

  



 

The altar flowers are given by Carole Williams,  

remembering her wedding anniversary, April 20, 1996. 

 

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Jack & Nancy Babbitt Harlin & June Baden 

Janet Baden Mark, Tammi, John, Zelalem, 

Anna, & Kiber Baden Phil Baden Steve, Kelly, Olivia, & Will 

Baden 

Austin, Sara, Ellie, Caroline, & 

Lula Baker 

Carol Baker 

Jim & Patti Baker  

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 
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This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 4/24 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

9:30 AM: Adult Forum & SPYkids (Lower 

Level)  

9:30 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

10:45 AM: Discussion in Today's World   

(Library)  

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

11 AM: Affirmation of Baptism (Sanctuary) 

3 PM: Grief Group (Fellowship Hall) 

Monday, 4/25 
5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall) 

Tuesday, 4/26 
9:30 AM: Lectionary Bible Study (Library) 

6 PM: New Member Gathering (Sanctuary) 

6:30 PM: Quilt Guild (Fellowship Hall) 

Wednesday, 4/27 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street 

Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

6:30 PM: Adult Choir Rehearsal (Choir Room) 

7:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary)  

Saturday, 4/30 
7 AM: Private Event (Shelter House/ 

Fellowship Hall) 
 

 

 

  



 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSIONS 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 

Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  

  

All the Earth Will Sing Your Praises, by Paul Baloche, arr. by Dan Galbraith, © 2003 Integrity's Hosanna! Music, Used by 

Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Christ is Risen, by Matt Maher & Mia Fieldes, © 2009 

spiritandsong.com, Thankyou Music, Be Essential Songs, Tempo Music Investments, Used by Permission. CCLI License 

#1804144, Streaming License #20106325. Gospel Acclamation (All Creation Sings, Setting 11), Worship texts from Sundays 

and Seasons.com.  © 2018 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  Reprinted with permission under Augsburg Fortress 

Liturgies Annual License #SAS007380.  We Walk By Faith, Text Public Domain, Music © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc., 7404 S. 

Mason Ave., Chicago, IL 60638. www.giamusic.com. 800.442.3358. All rights reserved. Used by permission., Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from 

ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  Risen Today!, arr. Dan Forrest, Performed by Zach Ruppel, Used with 

Permission.  Bread of Life Make Me Whole, by Mt Olivet Lutheran Youthgroup, © 2000 Blue Pelican Publishing, Used by 

Permission.  Saved the Day, by Michael Neale, ©2005 Integrity's Praise! Music , Used by Permission. CCLI License 

#1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  I’ve Got the Joy, Text and Music Public Domain. 

 



 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    
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Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 

Newsletter 

 I want to 

connect with 

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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