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PRESERVICE MUSIC PASTORALE by Walter O’Donnell 
(Live stream only) Philip Cordell, keyboard  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  PRELUDIUM by Gordon Young  
 Philip Cordell, organ 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

 

Please stand as you are able.  

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

What is it like to begin again? 

It is like flowers in the spring that push through frozen ground. 

It is like Nicodemus in the night, asking Jesus for guidance. 

It is like a Sunday morning, starting our week anew. 

May we find God in our seeking. 

May we learn as we go. 

May we be brave enough to begin again. 

Let us worship the God of new beginnings. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

In the prayer of confession, we lay our cards on the table. We speak honestly with God 

about who we are and who we long to be. And in response, God wraps us in grace and 

lets us begin again. 
 

Together and with God’s grace, let us wipe the slate clean. 
 

God of new life, you call us into unknown places,  

And we bury our heads in the sand. 

You promise all the stars in the sky, 

And we doubt it can be true. 

You speak of new life in the Spirit, 

And we tell ourselves we’ve missed our chance. 

Over and over and over again, you invite us closer to you. 

Show us the way. Forgive our mistakes. Give us the courage to begin again with 

you. Amen. 

 



 

Hear and believe this good news: There is grace to God’s love that is bigger than we 

can imagine. No matter what we did or didn’t do yesterday, we have been + forgiven. 

Today, the slate is wiped clean. Today, we are made new. 

Amen. 
 

GATHERING HYMN MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE ELW 759 

 

 
  

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 



 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, we come to you today with our biggest questions: Who are we called to be? 

What do you need from us? Where are you in our midst? How can we follow you more 

clearly? As we hear your Word today, we ask that you would weave answers into the 

text. Speak to us through these ancient stores that we might find what we are seeking 

in you. 

Amen. 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

Please be seated.  

FIRST READING Genesis 12:1-4a 
 

God’s call of Abram and Sarai has a clear purpose—that through them all the families of the earth 

would gain a blessing. As they set out on their journey, they are accompanied by promises of land, 

nation, and a great reputation. 
 

1The LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and your father’s 

house to the land that I will show you. 2I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless 

you, and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who 

bless you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the families of the 

earth shall be blessed.” 

 4aSo Abram went, as the LORD had told him; and Lot went with him. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  



 

 

GOSPEL   John 3:1-17 
 

A curious Pharisee visits Jesus by night to learn from the teacher his friends reject. Jesus speaks to him 

about life in the Spirit and the kingdom of God. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 2He came to Jesus 

by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from 

God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart from the presence of God.” 3Jesus 

answered him, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without being 

born from above.” 4Nicodemus said to him, “How can anyone be born after having 

grown old? Can one enter a second time into the mother’s womb and be born?” 5Jesus 

answered, “Very truly, I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God without being 

born of water and Spirit. 6What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the 

Spirit is spirit. 7Do not be astonished that I said to you, ‘You must be born from 

above.’ 8The wind blows where it chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is born of the 

Spirit.” 9Nicodemus said to him, “How can these things be?” 10Jesus answered him, “Are 

you a teacher of Israel, and yet you do not understand these things? 

 11“Very truly, I tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; 

yet you do not receive our testimony. 12If I have told you about earthly things and you 

do not believe, how can you believe if I tell you about heavenly things? 13No one has 

ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of 

Man. 14And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 

Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 

 17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 

order that the world might be saved through him.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON SONG  BEGIN AGAIN  

 

 
  



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
For the prayers of intercession, we invite you to pray as God calls you.   

One of the pastors will read each line and pause as prayers are offered aloud or silently. 
 

Let us pray.  
  

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for walking with us through another day and for 

constant reminders of your presence with us. Especially, we thank you — for the 

sustaining goodness of your creation … for the gifts of healing and forgiveness … for 

the gifts of relationship with others … for the communion of faith in your church …  
  

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 

bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus. Especially we pray — for those who 

govern the nations of the world … for the people in countries ravaged by strife or 

warfare … for all who work for peace and international harmony … for all who strive to 

save the earth from carelessness and destruction … for the church of Jesus Christ in 

every land …  

  



 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 

permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to you. We 

entrust to you the night; we rest securely, for you are our help, and you neither slumber 

nor sleep; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY LOOK YE SAINTS by Thomas Chesterton 

 Philip Cordell, organ  

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 

become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 

into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

+   +    +   SENDING   +   +   + 
 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  

Amen. 

  



 

SENDING HYMN O JESUS, JOY OF LOVING HEARTS ELW 658 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

As we journey to the cross, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE LENTEN PRAYER by Randolph Johnston 
 Philip Cordell, organ 
 

(Livestream) SAVIOR LIKE A SHEPHERD LEAD US by W.B. Bradbury 

 Philip Cordell, piano arr. Mary McDonald  



 

 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSIONS 

 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 

granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included. Liturgy portions are also 

adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

  

Pastorale, by Walter O'Donnell, Performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Preludium, by Gordon Young, Performed by Philip 

Cordell, Used with Permission.  My Faith Looks Up to Thee, Text and Music Public Domain.  Begin Again, Music Public Domain, Text from 

“A Sanctified Art”.  Look Ye Saints, by Thomas Chesterton, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  O Jesus, Joy of Loving 

Hearts, Text and Music Public Domain.  Lenten Prayer, by Randolph Johnston, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Savior 

Like a Shepherd Lead Us, by W.B. Bradbury, arr. Mary McDonald, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  

               

      

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/sanctifiedart.org__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!3rlqKjywjKOYUoJWPA9ntacKSvoBOM1dkLsFqZRsGm0Vje59r_4xGdm1auQES-Ps3xEZ8W7FJTc$


 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    
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Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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