
 

 
Lenten Midweek 
March 22, 2023 

7 PM 

 
 

St. Paul Lutheran Church 
4686 E. Walnut Street 
Westerville, OH 43081  

614-882-7601 
@splcwesterville 

www.splcwesterville.org  



 

PRESERVICE MUSIC PRAELUDIUM IN F MINOR by J.S. Bach 
(Live stream only) Philip Cordell, piano  
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  PRELUDE IN E MAJOR, OP. 28, NO. 9 by Frederic Chopin  
 Philip Cordell, piano 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
 

Please stand as you are able.  
CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

Scripture is full of questions: 
Where are you? 
Am I my brother’s keeper? 
Whom shall I send? 
Who do you say that I am? 
Who sinned? 
How many times shall I forgive? 
If God is for us, who can be against us? 
Scripture is full of questions, so just like those in our scriptures, may we 
bring our full curiosity and wonder into this space. 
Let us ask and seek after our merciful God. 
Amen. 
 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

In tonight’s text, the disciples ask Jesus, “Who sinned?” They want to know who around 
them could be blamed for suffering. The disciples want to identify who around them 
had done wrong. 
 

In the prayer of confession, we stop pointing fingers at others. We turn our attention 
toward ourselves and invite God into that honest and vulnerable space. 
 

  



 

Let us pray. 
Who here has sinned? 
We have sinned. We put our heads in the sand. We ignored people in need. We make 
false assumptions and fail to be kind. We are in need of forgiveness. 
 

Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep 
score. When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your 
way, God comes running. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that. 
 

Have you sinned? 
I have sinned. I put our heads in the sand. I ignored people in need. I make false 
assumptions and fail to be kind. I am in need of forgiveness. 
 

Good news! Our God is a merciful God. God does not punish, hold grudges, or keep 
score. When you suffer, God weeps. When you sin, God forgives. When you lose your 
way, God comes running. 
Thanks be to God for a love like that.  
Amen. 
 

  



 

GATHERING HYMN THERE IS A BALM IN GILEAD ELW 614 

  



 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 

Let us pray. 
God of Good News, there is reading your Word, there is hearing your Word, and then 
there is tunneling ourselves into your Word, building a home in your Word, laying your 
Word over us like a blanket, wrapping ourselves in your Word, knowing your Word like 
the back of our hand, planting ourselves like a garden in your Word. God, we could 
listen to scripture like we listen to the news, or we could cocoon ourselves in your 
Word and it could change us entirely. Bundle us up. We want to know you. With 
hopeful hearts, we pray. 
Amen. 

+   +		 +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
Please be seated.  
FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 
brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the 
Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 
 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 
from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 
the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, 
“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with 
you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 
will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 
you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 
the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, 
“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me 
to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 
 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is 
now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 
on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as 



 

mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 
heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 
“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 
said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass 
before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of 
these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet 
the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and bring 
him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. Now 
he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise and 
anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in 
the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David from 
that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able.  
GOSPEL   John 9:1-41 
 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to the 
things of God. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 
“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 
be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 
is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 
world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 
and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 
Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 
see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 
this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 
saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they kept 
asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called Jesus 
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then I went 
and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, “I do 
not know.” 



 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was 
a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees 
also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on 
my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 
from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who 
is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the 
blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 
prophet.” 
 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 
they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is this 
your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents 
answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not 
know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 
of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of the 
Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 
Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of age; 
ask him.” 
 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 
him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 
see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 
answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to 
hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, 
saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 
spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The 
man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 
and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 
does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began 
has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man 
were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born 
entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 
 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I may 
believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking with you 
is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him. 39Jesus said, “I came into this 
world for judgment so that those who do not see may see, and those who do see may 
become blind.” 40Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and said to him, “Surely we 



 

are not blind, are we?” 41Jesus said to them, “If you were blind, you would not have sin. 
But now that you say, ‘We see,’ your sin remains.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  
SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull 
 

 
Please stand as you are able.  
SERMON SONG  WE COME WITH QUESTIONS  

 

 



 

 
 
  



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
For the prayers of intercession, we invite you to pray as God calls you.   
One of the worship leaders will read each line and pause as prayers are offered aloud or silently. 
 

Let us pray.  
  

Mighty God of mercy, we thank you for walking with us through another day and for 
constant reminders of your presence with us. Especially, we thank you — for the 
sustaining goodness of your creation … for the gifts of healing and forgiveness … for 
the gifts of relationship with others … for the communion of faith in your church …  
  

Merciful God of might, renew this weary world, heal the hurts of all your children, and 
bring about your peace for all in Christ Jesus. Especially we pray — for those who 
govern the nations of the world … for the people in countries ravaged by strife or 
warfare … for all who work for peace and international harmony … for all who strive to 
save the earth from carelessness and destruction … for the church of Jesus Christ in 
every land …  
  



 

Gracious God, we give you thanks for the day, especially for the good we were 
permitted to give and to receive; the day is now past and we commit it to you. We 
entrust to you the night; we rest securely, for you are our help, and you neither slumber 
nor sleep; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  
 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 
OFFERING 
 

 
 
OFFERTORY FAITH THE VICTORY by Steven Scott 
 Philip Cordell, organ  
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Merciful God, as grains of wheat scattered upon the hills were gathered together to 
become one bread, so let your church be gathered together from the ends of the earth 
into your kingdom, for yours is the glory through Jesus Christ, now and forever.  
Amen. 
 
  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 

+   +		  +   SENDING   +   +   + 
 

BLESSING 
 

The Lord bless you and keep you.   
The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace.  
Amen. 
  



 

SENDING HYMN PRECIOUS LORD, TAKE MY HAND ELW 773 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

As we journey to the cross, we: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE TO A WILD ROSE, OP. 51, NO. 1 by Edward MacDowell 
 Philip Cordell, piano 
 

(Livestream) “CREATOR ALME SIDER UM” by P. Kreckel 
 Philip Cordell, organ   



 

 
WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERMISSIONS 
 
Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  
  
Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 
sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 
granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included. Liturgy portions are also 
adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 
  
Praeludium in f minor, by J.S. Bach, Performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Prelude in E Major, Op. 28, No. 9, by Frederic 
Chopin, Performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  There is a Balm in Gilead, Text and Music Public Domain.  We Come with 
Questions, Music Public Domain, Text from “A Sanctified Art”.  Faith the Victory, by Steven Scott, Performed by Philip Cordell, Used with 
Permission.  Precious Lord, Take My Hand, Text and music © 1938, 1966 Unichappell Music Inc., admin. Alfred Publishing; Reprinted 
with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  To a Wild Rose, Op. 51, No. 1, by Edward MacDowell, Performed by Philip Cordell, 
Used with Permission.  “Creator Alme Sider um”, by P. Kreckel, Performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  

          



 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 
response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 
Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  
Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  
 

Nursery 
The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    
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Contacts 
Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 
Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 
 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 
St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 

  

  



 

 


