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Baptism is sometimes called enlightenment. The gospel for this Sunday is the story of the man born 

blind healed by Christ. “I was blind, now I see,” declares the man. In baptism God opens our eyes to 

see the truth of who we are: God’s beloved children. As David was anointed king of Israel, in baptism 

God anoints our head with oil, and calls us to bear witness to the light of Christ in our daily lives. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC OFFERING by Paul Baloche 
(Livestream & Sanctuary) St. Paul Praise Band 

   

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

 

Please stand as you are able. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 

mercy. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust 

your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather 

than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose 

fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in 

your way of life. 

Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all 

may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, 

+ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

Amen. 
 

  



 

WELCOME SONG  CHRIST BE OUR LIGHT  
 

Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 

Make us your own, your holy people, 

light for the world to see. (refrain) 
 

REFRAIN 

Christ be our light! Shine in our hearts. Shine through the darkness. 

Christ, be our light! Shine in your church gathered today. 
 

Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 

Your word alone has power to save us. 

Make us your living voice. (refrain) 
 

Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 

Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. (refrain) 
 

Longing for shelter, many are homeless. 

Longing for warmth, many are cold. 

Make us your building, sheltering others, 

walls made of living stone. (refrain) 
 

Many the gifts, many the people, 

many the hearts that yearn to belong. 

Let us be servants to one another, 

making your kingdom come. (refrain) 

 

GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 
 

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Bend your ear to our prayers, Lord Christ, and come among us. By your gracious life 

and death for us, bring light into the darkness of our hearts, and anoint us with your 

Spirit, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 
 

Please be seated. 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
 

 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

 

FIRST READING 1 Samuel 16:1-13 
 

Samuel anointed David even though he was the eighth-oldest son of Jesse and did not match his 

brothers in height or other physical characteristics. With the anointing came endowment with the 

Spirit of the LORD, designating David as the LORD’s chosen successor to Saul. 

 
1The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him 

from being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse 

the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.” 2Samuel said, 

“How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.” And the LORD said, “Take a heifer with 

you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.’ 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I 

will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to 

you.” 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of 

the city came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 5He said, 

“Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me 

to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s anointed is 

now before the LORD.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or 

on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as 

mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the 

heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said, 

“Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he 

said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 10Jesse made seven of his sons pass 

before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen any of 



 

these.” 11Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains 

yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and 

bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” 12He sent and brought him in. 

Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, “Rise 

and anoint him; for this is the one.” 13Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 

him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon 

David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 
 

The word of the Lord.  

Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING Ephesians 5:8-14 
 

Because we now live in the divine light which is Jesus Christ, we conduct our lives in ways that reflect 

the light of Christ, so that our activity is truly pleasing to God. 
 
8Once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light—
9for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. 10Try to find out 

what is pleasing to the Lord. 11Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but 

instead expose them. 12For it is shameful even to mention what such people do 

secretly; 13but everything exposed by the light becomes visible, 14for everything that 

becomes visible is light. Therefore it says, 

 “Sleeper, awake! 

  Rise from the dead, 

 and Christ will shine on you.” 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL SONG  GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 

Glory to You, O Word of God,  

Lord Jesus Christ! (repeat) 



 

GOSPEL   John 9:1-38 
 

Jesus heals a man born blind, provoking a hostile reaction that he regards as spiritual blindness to 

the things of God. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1As [Jesus] walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2His disciples asked him, 

“Rabbi, who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 3Jesus answered, 

“Neither this man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might 

be revealed in him. 4We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night 

is coming when no one can work. 5As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the 

world.” 6When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the saliva 

and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, 7saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of 

Siloam” (which means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to 

see. 8The neighbors and those who had seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is 

this not the man who used to sit and beg?” 9Some were saying, “It is he.” Others were 

saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.” 10But they 

kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” 11He answered, “The man called 

Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’ Then 

I went and washed and received my sight.” 12They said to him, “Where is he?” He said, 

“I do not know.” 

 13They brought to the Pharisees the man who had formerly been blind. 14Now it was 

a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened his eyes. 15Then the Pharisees 

also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He said to them, “He put mud on 

my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.” 16Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not 

from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.” But others said, “How can a man who 

is a sinner perform such signs?” And they were divided. 17So they said again to the 

blind man, “What do you say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” He said, “He is a 

prophet.” 

 18The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and had received his sight until 

they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 19and asked them, “Is 

this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now see?” 20His parents 

answered, “We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 21but we do not 

know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. Ask him; he is 

of age. He will speak for himself.” 22His parents said this because they were afraid of 

the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the 

Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. 23Therefore his parents said, “He is of 



 

age; ask him.” 

 24So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they said to 

him, “Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” 25He answered, “I do not 

know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I 

see.” 26They said to him, “What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?” 27He 

answered them, “I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want 

to hear it again? Do you also want to become his disciples?” 28Then they reviled him, 

saying, “You are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. 29We know that God has 

spoken to Moses, but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.” 30The 

man answered, “Here is an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, 

and yet he opened my eyes. 31We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he 

does listen to one who worships him and obeys his will. 32Never since the world began 

has it been heard that anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. 33If this man 

were not from God, he could do nothing.” 34They answered him, “You were born 

entirely in sins, and are you trying to teach us?” And they drove him out. 

 35Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do 

you believe in the Son of Man?” 36He answered, “And who is he, sir? Tell me, so that I 

may believe in him.” 37Jesus said to him, “You have seen him, and the one speaking 

with you is he.” 38He said, “Lord, I believe.” And he worshiped him.  
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON  THE STRUGGLE TO SEE Pastor Lindsay Shaner 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON SONG ARE YOU WASHED IN THE BLOOD 
 

Have you been to Jesus for the cleansing pow’r? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 

CHORUS 

Are you washed (are you washed) in the blood (in the blood), 

In the soul cleansing blood of the Lamb? (of the Lamb?) 

Are your garments spotless?  Are they white as snow? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 
 

Are you walking daily by the Savior's side? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

Do you rest each moment in the Crucified? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? (chorus) 
 

When the Bridegroom cometh, will your robes be white? 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb?  

Will your soul be ready for the mansions bright,  

And be washed in the blood of the Lamb? (chorus) 
 

Lay aside the garments that are stained with sin. 

Are you washed in the blood of the Lamb? 

There's a fountain flowing for the soul unclean. 

O be washed in the blood of the Lamb! (chorus 2 times) 
 

  



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation.  

A brief silence. 

Eternal God, you seal us by the Holy Spirit and mark us with the cross of Christ forever 

in baptism. Inspire us by your love as together we strive for justice and peace in all the 

earth. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Creating God, by your word you have made all things, and you hate nothing you have 

made. Teach us to perceive the beauty of the breadth of your creation, from the 

grandest mountain range to the smallest springtime bud. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



 

Powerful God, you anoint kings and establish rulers. Guide the work of heads of state 

and elected officials. Encourage them to lead with justice and to remove barriers that 

impede the well-being of all. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Shepherding God, you lead us beside still waters and restore our souls. Keep watch 

over those who weep; tend all who are sick and comfort those who grieve, especially 

those we name, silently or spoken. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God our host, you fill us at your table with more than we could ever ask. Feed us with 

hunger for justice. Equip the feeding ministries of this congregation and community. 

Nourish us so we can nourish our neighbors. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God of history, with thanksgiving we remember our ancestors in faith who cared for 

your people. We praise you for the ways they formed the faith of others and continue 

to inspire us. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 
 

OFFERING SONG THERE IS POWER IN THE BLOOD arr. John Turner 

Susan Treer & Zach Ruppel, piano 

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as 

you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
  

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
  

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 
 

  



 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 

 

COMMUNION HYMN GOD OF ALL  
 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 
  

God of glory, God of majesty, 

God of mercy, we lift Your name on high,  

God of all.  God of all. 
  

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth. 

God of all, we come to praise You. 

We lift Your name on high in all the earth.  
  

God of holiness.  God of righteousness. 

God of Heaven.  We lift Your name on high, 

God of all, God of all, God of all.   
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of 

our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and 

touch the world with your love. 

Amen. 
 

+   +    +   SENDING  +   +   + 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

God, the giver of love, + Christ, the resurrection and the life, and the Holy Spirit of 

rebirth bless you in this Lenten journey. 

Amen. 
 

  



 

SENDING SONG  JESUS IS A ROCK IN A WEARY LAND ELW 333
  

 

 

 

 

DISMISSAL 
 

As we journey to the cross, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE MY LIFE IS IN YOU, LORD by Daniel Gardner 

(Livestream & Sanctuary) St. Paul Praise Team  



 

 
The Baden family wants to thank the dear saints at St. Paul for all the prayers and cards which came 

at Harlin’s passing. May our Lord continue to bless you. June Baden 

 

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Jon, Jordan & Maeve Harris Rev. Ron & Joanne Haseley 

Curt & Candy Haugtvedt Steve, Deanna, Andrew, Christopher, & 

Peter Heermann 

Rick & Robin Hensel Mark Hensley 

Greg & Kathy Holland Linda Honaker 

Mary Huffman Richard, Amy, Haddie, Laney, & Nellie 

Hunter 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 
 

 

  

mailto:prayer@splcwesterville.org


 

 

This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 3/19 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary) 

9:30 AM: Contemporary Worship  

(Sanctuary) 

9:30 AM: SPYKids & Adult Forum (Lower  

Level) 

9:30 AM: Puppet Posse (Puppet Room) 

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

11 AM: Bible Discussions in Today’s  

World (Library) 

3 PM: Grief Group (Fellowship Hall) 

6 PM: Confirmation & High School  

(Fellowship Hall) 

Monday, 3/20 
    5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall)  

    7 PM: Dinners Out (Monte Carlo Italian  

    Kitchen) 

Tuesday, 3/21 
    11:30 AM: Lunch Bunch (Fellowship Hall) 

    6:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

    7 PM: Endowment Committee (Library) 

Wednesday, 3/22 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

6 PM: Soup Supper (Fellowship Hall) 

7 PM: Lenten Midweek Worship (Sanctuary) 

7:45 PM: Vocal Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Thursday, 3/23 
9:30 AM: Bible Study (Library) 

7 PM: Bell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

 

 

  



 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 

Susan Treer Contemporary Keyboardist 
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As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    

 

 

Website  Calendar  Donate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 

Newsletter 

 I want to 

connect with 

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the website for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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