
 

 

1st Sunday of Lent 

February 26, 2023 

8 & 11 AM 
 

 

Today's gospel tells of Jesus’ temptation in the desert. His forty-day fast becomes the 

basis of our Lenten pilgrimage. In the early church Lent was a time of intense 

preparation for those to be baptized at the Easter Vigil. This catechetical focus on the 

meaning of faith is at the heart of our Lenten journey to the baptismal waters of Easter. 

Hungry for God’s mercy, we receive the bread of life to nourish us for the days ahead. 
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PRESERVICE MUSIC  by J.S. Bach 

 PRELUDE IN B-FLAT MINOR, BWV NO. 867  
(Live stream only) Philip Cordell, piano  

 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PRELUDE  LENTEN DEVOTIONS by Roy E. Nolte  
 Philip Cordell, organ 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 

and sustains us with the gift of grace. 

Amen. 
 

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and God’s 

mercy. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Holy God, 

we confess to you our faults and failings. Too often we neglect and do not trust 

your holy word; we take for ourselves instead of giving to others; we spoil rather 

than steward your creation; we cause hurt though you call us to heal; we choose 

fear over compassion. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, as we seek to follow in 

your way of life. 

Amen. 
 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that all 

may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, 

+ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. 

Amen. 

  



 

WELCOME HYMN THE GLORY OF THESE FORTY DAYS ELW 320 

 
 

 

GREETING  
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 



 

KYRIE 

  



 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Lord God, our strength, the struggle between good and evil rages within and around 

us, and the devil and all the forces that defy you tempt us with empty promises. Keep 

us steadfast in your word, and when we fall, raise us again and restore us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

Please be seated.  

FIRST READING Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 
 

Human beings were formed with great care, to be in relationship with the creator, creation, and one 

another. The serpent’s promise to the first couple that their eyes would be opened led, ironically, to 

the discovery only that they were naked. 
 

15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep 

it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of every tree of the 

garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the 

day that you eat of it you shall die.” 

 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the LORD God 

had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat from any tree in the 

garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the 

garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of 

the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.’ ” 4But the serpent said to the 

woman, “You will not die; 5for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw 

that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree 

was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave 

some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 

opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves together and 

made loincloths for themselves. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  



 

PSALM  Psalm 32 
 

 1Happy are they whose transgressions are forgiven, 

  and whose sin is put away! 

 2Happy are they to whom the LORD imputes no guilt, 

  and in whose spirit there is no guile! 

 3While I held my tongue, my bones withered away, 

  because of my groaning all day long. 

 4For your hand was heavy upon me day and night; 

  my moisture was dried up as in the heat of summer.  

 5Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and did not conceal my guilt. 

  I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD.” Then you forgave me the  

       guilt of my sin. 

 6Therefore all the faithful will make their prayers to you in time of trouble; 

  when the great waters overflow, they shall not reach them. 

 7You are my hiding-place; you preserve me from trouble; 

  you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

 8“I will instruct you and teach you in the way that you should go; 

  I will guide you with my eye.  

 9Do not be like horse or mule, which have no understanding; 

  who must be fitted with bit and bridle, or else they will not stay near you.” 

 10Great are the tribulations of the wicked; 

  but mercy embraces those who trust in the LORD. 

 11Be glad, you righteous, and rejoice in the LORD; 

  shout for joy, all who are true of heart.  

  



 

SECOND READING Romans 5:12-19 
 

Through Adam’s disobedience, humanity came under bondage to sin and death, from which we 

cannot free ourselves. In Christ’s obedient death, God graciously showers on us the free gift of 

liberation and life. 
 

12Just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so 

death spread to all because all have sinned—13sin was indeed in the world before the 

law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. 14Yet death exercised dominion from 

Adam to Moses, even over those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, 

who is a type of the one who was to come. 

 15But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s 

trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free gift in the grace of the 

one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. 16And the free gift is not like the effect 

of the one man’s sin. For the judgment following one trespass brought condemnation, 

but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. 17If, because of the one 

man’s trespass, death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will 

those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness exercise 

dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ. 

 18Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act 

of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. 19For just as by the one man’s 

disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many 

will be made righteous. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 



 

GOSPEL   Matthew 4:1-11 
 

Jesus experiences anew the temptations that Israel faced in the wilderness. As the Son of God, he 

endures the testing of the evil one. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1Jesus was led up by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. 2He 

fasted forty days and forty nights, and afterwards he was famished. 3The tempter came 

and said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves 

of bread.” 4But he answered, “It is written, 

 ‘One does not live by bread alone, 

  but by every word that comes from the mouth of God.’ ” 

 5Then the devil took him to the holy city and placed him on the pinnacle of the 

temple, 6saying to him, “If you are the Son of God, throw yourself down; for it is written, 

 ‘He will command his angels concerning you,’ 

  and ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 

 so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
7Jesus said to him, “Again it is written, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 

 8Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him all the kingdoms 

of the world and their splendor; 9and he said to him, “All these I will give you, if you will 

fall down and worship me.” 10Jesus said to him, “Away with you, Satan! for it is written, 

 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 

  and serve only him.’ ” 
11Then the devil left him, and suddenly angels came and waited on him. 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Rebecca Grate 
 

  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON HYMN WHEN WE ARE TESTED ACS 922 

 

  



 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith. 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation.  

A brief silence. 

You alone are God. Sustain your church in times of wilderness. Give vision and wisdom 

to bishops, their staff, and all entrusted with the ministry of administration. Counsel all 

who faithfully lead your people into the future. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 

You create verdant gardens and expansive deserts. Tend to the needs of every living 

creature. Bless those who work in fields and orchards, that the world is nourished by 

the fruits of their labor. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 



 

You know our temptations. Sustain those who govern and legislate. Instill in them a 

sense of your justice and righteousness, that equity and peace would pervade all the 

regions and nations of the world. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

You are a hiding place for all in distress. Draw near to exiles, and accompany all 

refugees and immigrants, especially children who travel alone. In times of trouble, 

trauma, or illness, surround your people with your steadfast love, especially those we 

name, spoken or silently. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

You offer abundance to all. Bless the ministries of hospitality in this place. Care for 

those who tend to the needs of others, especially worship greeters, coffee hour hosts, 

and nursery attendants. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

You alone are God. We praise you for the faithful departed in every age. Unite our 

prayers with theirs, until our wilderness journey is complete, and we rest in you. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

God of all, bring your Holy Spirit upon the newly baptized.  We especially pray for Jace 

Richard Garlitz that he may grow in faith and love towards you.  Guide him, that he may 

live a life of faith. 

receive our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

  



 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 

 

OFFERTORY I WANT JESUS TO WALK WITH ME by David M. Cherwien 

 St. Paul Vocal Choir  

 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING SONG LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL ELW 184 
 

 
 

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as 

you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life. 

Amen. 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 

DIALOGUE 

 
PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And so, 

with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 

  



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming in 

glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share this 

heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you and 

the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 
 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

  



 

LAMB OF GOD 

  



 

COMMUNION HYMN  ELW 325 

 I WANT TO JESUS TO WALK WITH ME 
 

 
 



 

Please stand as you are able.  

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.  

Amen. 
 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of 

our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and 

touch the world with your love. 

Amen. 
 

+   +    +   SENDING   +   +   + 
 

BENEDICTION 
 

As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. Seek out the hungry. Seek the 

weary. Seek the good in every person you pass. Seek out the hopeful. Seek the faithful. 

Seek God in each of us. As you seek and as you wonder, may you find what you are 

looking for. In the name of our loving God, who is always seeking us, go now in peace. 

Amen. 

 

  



 

SENDING HYMN O LORD, THROUGHOUT THESE FORTY DAYS ELW 319 

 

 
 

DISMISSAL 
 

As we journey to the cross, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE EXCERPT FROM FUGUE IN F MINOR by J. S. Bach 
 Philip Cordell, organ 
 

(Livestream 11 AM Only) REVERIE, OP. 85, NO. 1 by Felix Mendelssohn 

Philip Cordell, piano 

  
  

Flowers, given to the glory of God in honor of our anniversary by David & Theresa Thomas.  



 

 
 

 

 

 
 

Welcome to the Family! 
 

We celebrate the baptism of 
 

Jace Richard Garlitz 
 

 
Son of 

John & Jill Garlitz 
 

Born: 
August 24, 2022 

 
Baptized: 

February 26, 2023 
 

Sponsors:   
Nate Moskowitz 

Megan Percer 
 

 
God bless you, Child of God! 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Dan & Olga Foushee Conrad Fuchs 

Scott & Trish Furst Suzan Gambill 

Tracy and Nicholas Garcia John, Jill, Jeremy, and Jace Garlitz 

Rick Garrison Tom & Jodi Gasper 

Daniel & Linda Gease John & Amy Gleason 

Prayer requests may be sent to prayer@splcwesterville.org 
 

 

 

This Week’s Activities at St. Paul 

Sunday, 2/26 
8 AM: Worship (Sanctuary) 

9:30 AM: Contemporary Worship  

(Sanctuary) 

9:30 AM: SPYKids & Adult Forum (Lower  

Level) 

11 AM: Worship (Sanctuary)  

11 AM: Bible Discussions in Today’s  

World (Library) 

3 PM: St. Paul Cares (Fellowship Hall) 

6 PM: Confirmation & High School  

(Fellowship Hall) 

Monday, 2/27 
    5:30 PM: Yoga (Fellowship Hall)  

     

Tuesday, 2/28 
    6:30 PM: Quilt Guild (Fellowship Hall) 

    6:30 PM: Praise Team Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Wednesday, 3/1 
7:15 AM: Swing & a Prayer (Sunny Street Cafe)  

9:30 AM: Piece & Sew (Lower Level) 

6 PM: Soup Supper (Fellowship Hall) 

7 PM: Lenten Midweek Worship (Sanctuary) 

7:45 PM: Vocal Choir Rehearsal(Sanctuary) 

Thursday, 3/2 
9:30 AM: Bible Study (Library) 

6 PM: Inreach/Outreach (Library) 

7 PM: Bell Choir Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 

Saturday, 3/4 
9 PM: Women’s Prayer Breakfast (Fellowship  

Hall) 

 

  

mailto:prayer@splcwesterville.org


 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSIONS 

 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 

granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included. Liturgy portions are also 

adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

  

Prelude in b-flat minor, BWV No. 867, by J.S. Bach, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Lenten Devotions, by Roy E. 

Nolte, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  The Glory of These Forty Days, Text and Music Public Domain.  When We Are 

Tested, Music Irish Traditional, Text © 1996 Hope Publishing Company, Carol Stream, IL 60188. All rights reserved. Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  I Want Jesus to Walk With Me, by David Cherwien, performed by St. Paul Vocal Choir, Used with 

Permission.  I Want Jesus to Walk with Me, Text and Tune Public Domain, Arr. © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission 

under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-

728642. All rights reserved. O Lord, throughout These Forty Days, Music Public Domain, Text © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship, admin. 

Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this 

music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  Excerpt from Fugue in f minor, by J.S. Bach, performed by 

Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Reverie, Op. 85, No. 1, by Felix Mendelssohn, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission. 

  

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/sanctifiedart.org__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!3rlqKjywjKOYUoJWPA9ntacKSvoBOM1dkLsFqZRsGm0Vje59r_4xGdm1auQES-Ps3xEZ8W7FJTc$


 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    

 

 

Website  Calendar  Donate 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Altar Flowers 

Or Call Church 

Office 

 Weekly 

Newsletter 

 I want to 

Connect to  

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the web site for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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