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On Ash Wednesday we begin our forty-day journey toward Easter with a day of fasting and 

repentance. Marking our foreheads with dust, we acknowledge that we die and return to the earth. 

At the same time, the dust traces the life-giving cross indelibly marked on our foreheads at baptism. 

While we journey through Lent to return to God, we have already been reconciled to God through 

Christ. We humbly pray for God to make our hearts clean while we rejoice that “now is the day of 

salvation.” Returning to our baptismal call, we more intentionally bear the fruits of mercy and justice 

in the world. 
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Please stand as you are able. 

SILENT PROCESSION 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 
 

We gather together at the edge of a new season. 

We stand together on the cusp of something new. 

Will we wade into self-reflection? 

Will we invite honesty to dance? 

Will we listen for God’s invitation? 

Will we seek deeper faith? 

What kind of fast do we choose? What kind of faith will we build together with God? 

We gather together at the edge of a new season. 

Listen, God is speaking. 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray.  

Almighty and ever-living God, you hate nothing you have made, and you forgive the 

sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and honest hearts, so that, truly 

repenting of our sins, we may receive from you, the God of all mercy, full pardon and 

forgiveness through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
 

 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

Please be seated. 

FIRST READING  Isaiah 58:1-12 
 

Shortly after the return of Israel from exile in Babylon, the people were troubled by the 

ineffectiveness of their fasts. God reminds them that outward observance is no substitute for genuine 

fasting that results in acts of justice, such as feeding the hungry, sheltering the homeless, and 

clothing the naked. Sincere repentance will lead to a dramatic improvement of their condition. 
 

 1Shout out, do not hold back! 

  Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 



 

 Announce to my people their rebellion, 

  to the house of Jacob their sins. 

 2Yet day after day they seek me 

  and delight to know my ways, 

 as if they were a nation that practiced righteousness 

  and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 

 they ask of me righteous judgments, 

  they delight to draw near to God. 

 3“Why do we fast, but you do not see? 

  Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?” 

 Look, you serve your own interest on your fast day, 

  and oppress all your workers. 

 4Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 

  and to strike with a wicked fist. 

 Such fasting as you do today 

  will not make your voice heard on high. 

 5Is such the fast that I choose, 

  a day to humble oneself? 

 Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 

  and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 

 Will you call this a fast, 

  a day acceptable to the Lord? 

 6Is not this the fast that I choose: 

  to loose the bonds of injustice, 

  to undo the thongs of the yoke, 

 to let the oppressed go free, 

  and to break every yoke? 

 7Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 

  and bring the homeless poor into your house; 

 when you see the naked, to cover them, 

  and not to hide yourself from your own kin? 
 8Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 

  and your healing shall spring up quickly; 

 your vindicator shall go before you, 

  the glory of the Lord shall be your rear guard. 

 9Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 

  you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 



 

 If you remove the yoke from among you, 

  the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil, 
 10if you offer your food to the hungry 

  and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 

 then your light shall rise in the darkness 

  and your gloom be like the noonday. 

 11The Lord will guide you continually, 

  and satisfy your needs in parched places, 

  and make your bones strong; 

 and you shall be like a watered garden, 

  like a spring of water, 

  whose waters never fail. 

 12Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt; 

  you shall raise up the foundations of many generations; 

 you shall be called the repairer of the breach, 

  the restorer of streets to live in. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

PSALM  Psalm 51:1-17 
 

1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your steadfast love; 

 in your great compassion blot out my offenses. 

 2Wash me through and through from my wickedness, 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 
 3For I know my offenses, 

  and my sin is ever before me. 

 4Against you only have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight; 

  so you are justified when you speak and right in your judgment. 

 5Indeed, I was born steeped in wickedness, 

  a sinner from my mother’s womb. 

 6Indeed, you delight in truth deep within me, 

  and would have me know wisdom deep within. 

 7Remove my sins with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

  wash me, and I shall be purer than snow. 
 8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  that the body you have broken may rejoice. 
 9Hide your face from my sins, 



 

  and blot out all my wickedness. 

 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

  and renew a right spirit within me. 

 11Cast me not away from your presence, 

  and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

 12Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and sustain me with your bountiful Spirit.  

 13Let me teach your ways to offenders, 

  and sinners shall be restored to you. 

 14Rescue me from bloodshed, O God of my salvation, 

  and my tongue shall sing of your righteousness. 

 15O Lord, open my lips, 

  and my mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

 16For you take no delight in sacrifice, or I would give it. 

  You are not pleased with burnt offering. 

 17The sacrifice of God is a troubled spirit; 

  a troubled and broken heart, O God, you will not despise. 
 

SECOND READING  2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10 
 

The ministry of the gospel endures many challenges and hardships. Through this ministry, God’s 

reconciling activity in the death of Christ reaches into the depths of our lives to bring us into a right 

relationship with God. In this way, God accepts us into the reality of divine salvation. 
 

20bWe entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made 

him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 

God. 

 6:1As we work together with him, we urge you also not to accept the grace of God in 

vain. 2For he says, 

 “At an acceptable time I have listened to you, 

  and on a day of salvation I have helped you.” 

See, now is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of salvation! 3We are putting no 

obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, 4but as 

servants of God we have commended ourselves in every way: through great 

endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, 

sleepless nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, holiness of spirit, 

genuine love, 7truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 

righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in honor and dishonor, in ill repute 

and good repute. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as unknown, and yet 



 

are well known; as dying, and see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 10as 

sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, and 

yet possessing everything. 
 

The word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 
 

Please stand as you are able.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

 
GOSPEL  Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21 
 

In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus commends almsgiving, prayer, and fasting, but emphasizes that 

spiritual devotion must not be done for show. 
 

The holy gospel according to Matthew. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

[Jesus said to the disciples:] 1“Beware of practicing your piety before others in order to 

be seen by them; for then you have no reward from your Father in heaven. 

 2“So whenever you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, as the hypocrites 

do in the synagogues and in the streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly I 

tell you, they have received their reward. 3But when you give alms, do not let your left 

hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms may be done in secret; 

and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the hypocrites; for they love to stand and 

pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, so that they may be seen by others. 

Truly I tell you, they have received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go into your 

room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you. 



 

 16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like the hypocrites, for they disfigure 

their faces so as to show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. 17But when you fast, put oil on your head and wash your 

face, 18so that your fasting may be seen not by others but by your Father who is in 

secret; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume 

and where thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 

where neither moth nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in and 

steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 
 

Please be seated.  

SERMON   Pastor Jonathan Bull 
  



 

Please stand as you are able.  

SERMON HYMN OUR FATHER, WE HAVE WANDERED ELW 606
   

 



 

CALL TO CONFESSION 
 

Our scripture readings for today tell the story of people who are trying to be faithful. 

They ask, “God, do you notice? Do you see all the good we’re doing? Are you proud of 

us?” It sounds a bit like children seeking approval from their caregivers. 
 

In those moments, we want to hear God say, “Well done, good and faithful servant.” 

But in our scripture readings, God tells them, “ I want you to seek justice.” 

Faith is a constant dance of us asking God, “Am I doing it right?” And “How can I do 

better?” 
 

In the prayer of confession we linger in this tension for a moment. We acknowledge 

that we are works in progress and we ask for God’s help. God may challenge us, but 

fortunately, God will never abandon us. Let us pause before turning to God in prayer. 
 

Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination. 
 

Merciful God, 

How many times in a day could we choose love? 

How many times could we choose justice? 

How many times could we speak kindly to ourselves? 

How many times could we offer grace? 

How many times, God? And how often do we miss it? 

Forgive us for choosing the path you did not travel. 

Forgive us for choosing the world’s measure of goodness instead of yours. 

Return our hearts to you and guide us continually, even in the parched places. 

With gratitude we pray, 

Amen. 
 

Family of faith, when a baby learns to do anything new, the caregivers do not criticize 

the baby for not getting it right. Instead, they celebrate every small bit of progress. 
 

The same is true of God. Although we often lose our way and choose the wrong thing, 

God rejoices every time we say yes to the Spirit’s call to deepen our relationship with 

God. 
 

Hear and believe the good news of the gospel: no matter how many times we fall, no 

matter how many times we choose the wrong path, God is with us with open arms. We 

are + forgiven. We belong. 

Thanks be to God. Amen. 

 



 

We now turn to confess the ways we have erred and fallen short. 

 

Holy God, we have not loved you with our whole heart, and mind, and strength. We 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We have not forgiven others as we have 

been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
  

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ served us. We have not been true 

to the mind of Christ. We have grieved your Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
  

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, and apathy that have infected our 

lives, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
  

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our exploitation of other people, we 

confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
  

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our failure to share the faith that is in us, 

we confess to you. 
 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
  

Our false judgments, our uncharitable thoughts toward our neighbors, and our 

prejudice and contempt toward those who differ from us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
  

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our lack of concern for those who come 

after us, we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 
  

Restore us, O God, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, O God, for your mercy is great. 
  

  



 

IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
  

Let us pray. 
  

Almighty God, you have created us out of the dust of the earth. May these ashes be a 

sign of our mortality and penitence, reminding us that only by the cross of our Lord 

Jesus Christ are we given eternal life, through the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and 

Lord. 

Amen. 
  

Please be seated. 

Those who desire to receive ashes are invited to come forward hearing the words: 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
  

Please stand as you are able.  

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation, 

That we may show forth your glory in the world. 
  

By the cross and passion of your Son, our Savior, 

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 
  

Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins + through our Lord Jesus 

Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in 

eternal life. 

Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Sustained by God’s abundant mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all of 

creation. 
 

O Lord, our God, you gather your church and call us to return to you. Accompany us 

throughout our Lenten pilgrimage. Create in us clean hearts and renew all the 

baptized to declare your praise. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Renew your creation, O God. Bring rains to parched places and heal lands affected by 

a changing climate, that all inhabitants of the earth experience your abundance. 

Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 

 



 

Renew the nations, O God. Give voice to those on the margins and resolve to world 

leaders who seek to protect those most vulnerable. Loosen the bonds of injustice and 

bring an end to all violence, oppression, and persecution. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Renew your people, O God. Respond to those who cry out to you in secret or in 

seclusion. Equip us with compassion to care for those who experience homelessness, 

food insecurity, economic hardship, and illness (especially). Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

Renew this congregation, O God. Inspire our faith formation ministries and those who 

teach and lead. Invigorate us with lifelong curiosity and wonder as we grow as your 

disciples. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

O Lord, our God, we give thanks for all your faithful ones of every time and place. 

Renew us by the example of their lives of prayer and service, and at the last, bring us 

with them into your everlasting presence. Merciful God, 

receive our prayer. 
 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your steadfast love and your promise to 

renew your whole creation; through Jesus Christ our Savior. 

Amen. 
 

PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 
 

Please be seated. 

OFFERING 

 

 
 

OFFERTORY NOTHING BUT THE BLOOD OF JESUS arr. Craig Courtney 
 St. Paul Vocal Choir  

  

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 

Please stand as you are able.  

OFFERING SONG LET THE VINEYARDS BE FRUITFUL ELW 184 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

God of good gifts, receive these and all our offerings as we present them in faithful 

service for the sake of your gospel. Prepare our hearts to receive you in this meal as 

you pour out your very presence through Christ Jesus, the wellspring of eternal life.  

Amen. 
 

  



 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
  

 

DIALOGUE 
 

 

PREFACE 
 

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give 

thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ. 

You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the paschal feast, 

that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness of your grace. And 

so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we 

praise your name and join their unending hymn: 
 

  



 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 
THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE 
 

Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord, heaven and earth are full of your glory. In great love 

you sent to us Jesus, your Son, who reached out to heal the sick and suffering, who 

preached good news to the poor, and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all. 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for 

you. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the 

forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension, we await his coming 

in glory. 
 

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord, and unite the wills of all who share 

this heavenly food, the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord; to whom, with you 

and the Holy Spirit, be all honor and glory, now and forever. Amen. 



 

LORD’S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

forever and ever. Amen 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
 

Please be seated. 

COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you.  Amen. 

The blood of Christ, shed for you.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 



 

LAMB OF GOD 

 
  



 

COMMUNION HYMN JUST AS I AM, WITHOUT ONE PLEA ELW 592 

 
 

Please stand as you are able. 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his 

grace.  

Amen. 
 

  



 

POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Embodied God, at your table, we have tasted the goodness of Jesus. With the eyes of 

our hearts open to your promise, empower us to hear the needs of our neighbors and 

touch the world with your love.  

Amen. 
 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
 

Merciful God, accompany our journey through these forty days. Renew us in the gift of 

baptism, that we may provide for those who are poor, pray for those in need, fast from 

self-indulgence, and above all that we may find our treasure in the life of your Son, 

Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

+   +    +   SENDING  +   +   + 
 

BLESSING 
 

As you leave this place, may God bless you with seeking. 

Seek out the hungry. 

Seek the weary. 

Seek the good in every person you pass. 

Seek out the hopeful. 

Seek the faithful. 

Seek God in everyone. 

As you seek and as you wonder, 

may you find a deeper connection with God. 

Go in + peace in the name of our God 

who is always seeking us. 

Amen. 
 

  



 

SENDING HYMN  SAVIOR, WHEN IN DUST TO YOU  ELW 601 
 

 



 

DISMISSAL 
 

As we journey to the cross, we: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 
 

POSTLUDE BOUREE I IN A MAJOR FROM ENGLISH SUITE, BWV 806 by J.S. Bach 

(Sanctuary) Philip Cordell, Organ  

 

(Livestream) NOCTURNE IN G MINOR by Frederic Chopin 

 Philip Cordell, Piano 

  



 

 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
PERMISSIONS 

 

Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 

United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

  

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission 

is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included. Liturgy portions are also 

adapted from a prayer by Sarah Are | A Sanctified Art LLC | sanctifiedart.org. 

  

Our Father, We Have Wandered, Music Public Domain. Text from Resource Collection of Hymns and Service Music for the Liturgy © 

1981, International Committee on English in the Liturgy, Inc.; Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights 

reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Nothing But 

the Blood of Jesus, arr. Craig Courtney, performed by St. Paul Vocal Choir, Used with Permission.  Just As I Am, without One Plea, Text 

and Music Public Domain.  Savior, When in Dust to You, Text and Music Public Domain.  Bouree I in A Majoe from English Suite, BWV 

806, by J.S. Bach, performed by Philip Cordell, Used with Permission.  Nocturne in g minor, by Frederic Chopin, performed by Philip 

Cordell, Used with Permission.  

  

https://urldefense.com/v3/__http:/sanctifiedart.org__;!!ODYTt7Uqo6LDP14!3rlqKjywjKOYUoJWPA9ntacKSvoBOM1dkLsFqZRsGm0Vje59r_4xGdm1auQES-Ps3xEZ8W7FJTc$


 

As a welcoming, caring community proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to all and in faithful 

response to what God has done for us: we “Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others.” 

 

Holy Communion 

We celebrate Holy Communion at every service.  We welcome you to join us at the table of the Lord.  

Our Communion Bread is gluten, peanut, tree nut, soy, and dairy free.  White grape juice is always 

available in the center of the tray.   All are welcome.  

 

Nursery 

The nursery is located at the top of the ramp of the main entrance to the church. Currently, the 

nursery is not staffed, however it is available for you to use with your child.    
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Altar Flowers 
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 I want to 

connect with 

St. Paul 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Contacts 

Pastor Jon Bull, 614-886-5364, jon.bull@splcwesterville.org 

Pastor Rebecca Grate, 304-389-6401, rebecca.grate@splcwesterville.org 

Amy Drake, 614-882-7601, amy.drake@splcwesterville.org 

 Office Hours:  M-F 8:00 am – 4:30 pm 

 

Please contact us if you have any questions. Check out the website for more information. 

St. Paul Lutheran Church is a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America. 
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