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PRAYER BEARS
DISTRIBUTED

112

EASTER
In-person: 375  

Online: 937

21

NUMBER OF BIBLES
PRESENTED

In-Person: 145
Online: 534

AVERAGE WORSHIP
ATTENDANCE

(Newsletters, Youth Education
Updates, Worship Plans, etc.)

184
 

Prayer chain emails
155

NUMBER OF EMAILS
SENT

CHRISTMAS EVE

In-person: 285  
Online: 2,269
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S E N I O R  P A S T O R ' S  R E P O R T
R E V .  J O N A T H A N  D .  B U L L

Friends in Christ,

2023 is a year of change. There, I said it. Change. Yes, change can be
scary; however, I see it as an opportunity.

So what is changing? Well, that is the uncertain part of the change. We
do not know what is changing, but we know change is coming.

Since August of 2022, a visioning team has been hard at work. Many of
you have participated in exciting events as we learned how your story
connects to the history of St. Paul. We have heard how scripture has
touched your lives and why and your stories about how the church, St.
Paul, or another congregation has positively impacted your life.

From these significant events and all you have said, our visioning team
will present a mission, vision, and core values for us as a congregation to
consider and vote on. Look for exciting information coming your way in
May and June. St. Paul’s mission and vision are integrally connected to
all of you.

Lest we sit back and say that is all that is
changing, hang on because change will not
stop there. As we live into our mission, vision,
and core values, everything we do will be
connected to these statements. From the
congregation council to all the standing
committees, the Endowment Committee, to
each person sitting in the pew or watching
on St. Paul Online, everything we do as St.
Paul Lutheran Church must connect our
guiding statements. 

Our world is ever-
changing. It is
necessary for the
church to continually
reexamine all that we
do to continue to be
relevant in God’s ever-
changing world.
Change allows us to
live out our faith in
new and exciting
ways. 31



S E N I O R  P A S T O R ' S  R E P O R T
R E V .  J O N A T H A N  D .  B U L L

According to Carey Nieuwhof, this has profound implications for
congregations in three primary areas: Attendance, Volunteering, and
giving. Nieuwhof goes on to say:

Change touches everything! I have heard comments about in-person
worship attendance and if we should stop streaming to boost in-person
attendance. Did you know that in-person worship has declined across
denominational lines and the country? Congregations average between
30% and 65% of their pre-pandemic in-person attendance. St. Paul’s in-
person attendance is 55% of our pre-pandemic in-person attendance.

Why is this? The chart below shows a startling statistic. Since Covid-19,
more baby boomers have stopped attending in-person worship than
any other generation.

32



S E N I O R  P A S T O R ' S  R E P O R T
R E V .  J O N A T H A N  D .  B U L L
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First, when it comes to attendance, even as churches begin to return to
pre-COVID levels, Boomers who have dropped out are among those not
returning.

The double factors of Boomers not returning and growing older means
fewer will volunteer, both now and in the future. That is likely one of the
factors fueling the volunteer pinch most churches are experiencing.

As to giving, Boomers have moved mainly from their peak income
earning years into their fixed income years, reducing giving for most
people.

While it’s true that the most significant generational wealth transfer in
human history will happen in the next few decades as Boomers pass on,
it has yet to be seen how often churches will be remembered in wills
and estates. And even if Boomers are generous towards their churches
in their estates, there’s a world of difference between receiving one-time
windfalls and ongoing, weekly financial giving that propels a church.

Talk about Change! What about the other end of the spectrum? Where
do Gen Z and the different generations fall?



S E N I O R  P A S T O R ' S  R E P O R T
R E V .  J O N A T H A N  D .  B U L L

Did you notice that the youngest are more open to God?

There is an opportunity for us to share the good news. This opportunity
requires us to try new ideas, be open to change, and have authentic
dialogue. Our communication must be multifaceted. All too often, our
communication strategy is geared toward Boomers and sometimes Gen
X, leaving Millennials and Gen Z in the dark. Are we willing to embrace
change for the sake of the Gospel?  

Yes, change can be scary!

Our world is ever-changing. It is necessary for the church to continually
reexamine all that we do to continue to be relevant in God’s ever-
changing world. Change allows us to live out our faith in new and
exciting ways.

I look forward to changing with you!

34



A S S O C I A T E  P A S T O R ' S
R E P O R T
R E V .  R E B E C C A  M .  G R A T E

“… take courage, all you people of the land, says the Lord; work, for I am
with you, says the Lord of hosts, according to the promise that I made
you when you came out of Egypt. My spirit abides among you; do not

fear.”
(Haggai 2:4b-5, NRSV)

Haggai is among the shortest of the prophetic books; it is only two short
chapters, nestled among a few other short books near the end of the Old
Testament. This is a book that shows up once in the lectionary cycle, if
and only if, the Season after Pentecost is long enough that we get there.

This prophecy occurred around the same time as when Ezra and
Nehemiah were written. All three of these books were recorded after
God’s people were able to return to Israel following the Babylonian Exile.
During these 70 years, important changes occurred in the relationships
God’s people had with one another and in their relationship with God.
Prior to the Babylonian Exile, it was clear that God’s presence resided in
the Holy of Holies, in the Temple, on Mount Zion, in Jerusalem, in Israel.
This is part of the reason festivals and religious observances focused on
God’s people being able to travel to Jerusalem to celebrate.

However, while God’s people were in Exile, their understanding of God’s
presence with them changed; God was present with them, even if they
were far away from the Holy of Holies, in the Temple, on Mount Zion, in
Jerusalem, in Israel. This is good news! This good news, though, led to
another division: Who was God present with - those who had been taken
into Exile or those who were able to or chose to remain behind? And,
after those who had been taken into Exile were able to return to 

35
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Jerusalem, the question arose about now who is God present with - those
who chose to not return, those who returned, or those who had
remained in Jerusalem the entire time? This was a time of enormous
upheaval in their lives; they were looking for belonging, meaning, and
assurance that God’s presence with them has remained constant.

The books of Haggai, Ezra, and Nehemiah were recorded in the midst of
deep anxiety among God’s people. We have seen examples in our own
time where anxiety and fear within a group can lead to division and
splitting. These books serve as God’s call to remind God’s people to return
to what unites them:

Instead of wondering which group of
God’s people is closer to God’s presence,
focus on returning to your faith together,
without hierarchy.

Instead of focusing on only your and your
family’s own needs, focus on ensuring the
community has what it needs to care for
all.

Instead of remaining and dwelling in your
grief for the remainder of your life and
your children’s lives, focus on
remembering together with hope toward
a future God has prepared for you.

These past three years have been
incredibly difficult for so many of us, in so
many facets of our lives. But yet, in the
midst, I believe we have experienced
hope and joy, even in places we had never
expected.

These past three
years have been

incredibly difficult
for so many of us, in
so many facets of
our lives. But yet,

in the midst, I
believe we have
experienced hope
and joy, even in

places we had never
expected.
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Over this past year, we have continued to grow our ministries, through
our worship, through new education opportunities for youth and adults,
through serving our community, through opening our doors for the Make
a Joyful Noise! concert series, through continuing to improve our facilities
to be a place of refuge and welcome for all who enter.

This past summer, the Southern Ohio Synod had the opportunity to be
the host for the 2022 Churchwide Assembly. This was an amazing week
of getting to see old friends and make new friends, to learn more about
the struggles and joys of ministry across the country, and for the entire
gathered group to listen intently to where God is calling us to go in the
future. Pastor Jon and I were both in attendance, along with a few
volunteers from St. Paul! Pastor Jon served as a volunteer on the voting
floor during the plenary sessions. As the Media Ambassador and
Storyteller for the Southern Ohio Synod, I was able to take picture and
ensure that all who were following along from home were able to know
what was happening during the plenary sessions.

Did you catch that last paragraph? Beginning in May 2022, I began
serving part-time on the Southern Ohio Synod Staff as the Media
Ambassador and Storyteller, in addition to continuing to serve full-time
at St. Paul. This has been a wonderful opportunity to collaborate with our
Synod staff and leadership to tell the story about the ministry God is
doing through the Southern Ohio Synod! I continue to serve on the
Synod’s Congregational Vitality Team and have begun serving on the
Outside the Box Team. It is clear that God is calling every congregation,
ministry, synod, and denomination to do new things; but it is sometimes
a struggle to figure out what those new things are. That is why the Synod
has created these two teams, to pray, listen, discern, and lead. If you have
questions, I’d love to answer them!



A S S O C I A T E  P A S T O R ' S
R E P O R T
R E V .  R E B E C C A  M .  G R A T E

This continues to be a strange time in the life of the Church. There is still
so much that causes us anxiety. There is still so much that brings us joy
and hope. Those things are co-mingled.

The season of Lent will begin on Ash Wednesday (February 22). I invite
you, this year, to lean in to this strange and liminal place of anxiety, joy,
and hope. Where do you feel the Spirit stirring within you for serving our
community or St. Paul? How do you feel the Spirit calling you to grow in
your relationship with God? What things is God calling you to give up or
take on? How can we continue looking toward what unites us, God’s love
for all of creation through the life, death, resurrection, and ascension of
Jesus so that we are able to Make Disciples. Live Faithfully. Serve Others.
more intentionally and embrace our new visioning statement later this
year? We may not know the specifics of how to do this, but through the
continual presence of the Spirit who gathers us together, we know we
continue forward in faith, embracing the anxiety, joy, and hope all at
once. 

38



The Rite of Christian Marriage
 

May 28, 2022
Amanda Jayne Dinsmore & Charles William Mills

 
June 11, 2022

Michelle Elizabeth Hartman & Andrew Moore
 

O F F I C I A L  A C T S  O F  S T .
P A U L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H
2 0 2 3
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Confirmation
 

April 24, 2022
Collin Jack Dalton

Ethaniel Michael Irwin
Brayden William Kessler

Miles Andrew Keyser
Genevieve Rose LaRoche
Devin Delainey Lawson
Leo Christopher Yoder

 

Baptisms
 

March 6, 2022
Maxwell Jeffrey Moore

Hudson Christian Moore
Berkley Andrew Moore

 
June 6, 2022

Emma Lynn Applegate
 

September 11, 2022
Ava Jane Huston

 
November 15, 2022

Marsha Sue Wickline



O F F I C I A L  A C T S  O F  S T .
P A U L  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H
2 0 2 3

Lula Ray Baker
Whitney Marie Burt

Alice Elizabeth Cafaro
Lucelia Rose Cafaro

Parker Emory Hartman
Colin Louis Hyer

Emory Louis Irwin
Berkley Jeffrey Moore

Hudson Chirstian Moore
Maxwell  Jeffrey Moore

Grayson Douglas Stamp
Patrick Aiden Stamp

April 24, 2022

September 25, 2022
 

Jacob Caden Smith
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First Communion

New Members Received
May 1, 2022

 
Brandon W.  & Julie Clair Huston

 
Kevin Charles, Sara Ann, &

Carrie Ann O’Neil
 

Lisa Ann Reichelderfer
 

October 30, 2022
 

Donna Louise Anderson
 

Amanda Jayne Dinsmore-Mills
 

Mary Elizabeth Gram
 

Charles Andrew & Isabel Mihal
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Members Transferred
Margaret Louise Allen

 
Charles & Karen Bachman

 
Connie Bachman

 
Jonah Steven Baden

 
Tom & Cathy Siek Boller

Stephanie Nicole Arend, Matthew
Alan Boller, Jason Thomas Boller

 
Jarred & Emilie Crabb

 
Marilyn Tate Debelius

 
Rev. Denise Erline Sager & Doug

Kirsop

Edward Ray & Pamela Sue
Kovach

 
William & Mary Menges

 
Dennis & Susan Shreve

 
Rev. Sara Garnet Wadley Wunsch

Katelyn Anne Wunsch, David
Scott Wunsch, Lauren Elizabeth

Wunsch
 

Cathy Patton
 

Bryan & Alexis Steffee
Timothy Isaac Gideon Steffee,
Elisheva Ruth Serah Steffee

March 9, 2022
Harry David Tschopp

 
April 29, 2022

Wayne T. Struble
 

May 9, 2022
Arthur Eugene Covan

 

January 13, 2022
Marjorie G. Bevelhymer

 
February 11, 2022
Jeanne G. Meuser

 
February 22, 2022

William Lynn Stickney

Member Deaths
June 10, 2022

John Lyle Babbit
 

July 17, 2022
Elaine Mary Goias

 
October 27, 2022
Mary H. Beekman

 



C O N G R E G A T I O N  C O U N C I L
R E P O R T
D A V E  G R A M ,  P R E S I D E N T

Throughout the year, the Congregation Council continued to act as the Board
of Directors of our church, working closely with our pastors and core
committees, sometimes meeting more than once monthly. This past year we
saw more of our members returning to worship while attendance continues
to rebound from 2020-2021.

The Church website provides the details of all upcoming meetings as well as
the agendas and minutes. Out of requests from the congregation, we have
incorporated more information into the weekly newsletter and have worked
to be more transparent in everything we do, while always maintaining a focus
on being good stewards of the Church, the community and the work God
calls us all to do.  

Each Council member fulfilled his/her duties as summarized on the church
website: Council met not less than once each month, generally on the second
Monday of each month from 7:00pm – 9:00pm (sometimes longer). Each
council-member serves as Building Attendant and Communion Assistant
approximately once every eight weeks and all are available by e-mail for
communication about church business. Each served as a liaison to one
Standing Committee (Committee meetings are typically held at least once per
month). Each council-member supports our church ministries and the work of
our pastors with his/her time, talents, and treasurers and is available to church
members for questions/concerns. 

Dave Gram, President
Kevin McJunkin, Vice President

Lori Keyser, Secretary
Julian Bell, Treasurer

 

Phil Baden
Cindy Bonds

Marty Lundquist
Liz Yoder

 

The following members served on the Congregation Council for 2022:

42
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C O N G R E G A T I O N  C O U N C I L
R E P O R T
D A V E  G R A M ,  P R E S I D E N T

Highlights of our year include celebrating our 170th Anniversary, the Make
a Joyful Noise! Concert Series, Fall Festival, receiving the donation of a
grand piano by Martin Meuser and family to our sanctuary and bringing
back the Live Nativity and Christmas celebration. Technological advances
continue as we transition our office to a new database that will make
things easier for Pastors, parishioners, and volunteers alike. Matters of
property maintenance and repairs continued as we move toward
increasing our energy efficiency, safety and security, and working toward
connecting to natural gas heat. We painted the Caitlyn E and had an
Eagle Scout Project at the chapel in the north woods. The success of the
Endowment Committee continued as they awarded a record-setting
dollar amount to multiple causes. 

Amy Drake has done a wonderful job settling into her role as Director of
Administrative Ministries. On the horizon, 27 members are planning to
make a trip to Israel in October 2023. Our outreach continues to the new
residential communities in the area and realizing inventive ways of
communicating worship opportunities at St. Paul. 

A rise in attendance online often correlates with dips in attendance in-
person. However, we must continue to connect with those who are not
able to be with us in person. Helping one another remain engaged and
connected as one body in Christ remains our primary objective.

43
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For the 2023 year, your Congregational Council Officers are:
President: Kevin McJunkin
Vice President: Phil Baden

Secretary: David Gram
Treasurer: Julian Bell

 

Term Ending December 2023 
Phil Baden

 Cindy Bonds
Marty Lundquist
Elizabeth Yoder

Term Ending December 2024 
Julian Bell
Dave Gram

Faith Kappeler-McCafferty
Kevin McJunkin

Thank you for your continued faith and
support. Please reflect on how you can serve
God and our church this year by becoming
involved with a committee! Many
committees need help. Everyone on Council
looks forward to seeing each of you soon! "Our outreach

continues to the new
residential

communities in the
area and realizing
inventive ways of
communicating

worship opportunities
at St. Paul. "

 
Dave Gram. President
Congregation Council



WORSHIP/MUSIC COMMITTEE
K A R L A  K R U S E ,  W O R S H I P / M U S I C  C O M M I T T E E
     C H A I R

45

Looking back on 2022, it’s almost hard to remember we started the year
with COVID-19 safety protocols still in place (partitions to separate the Praise
Band from the congregation, choir taking a break while COVID-19 numbers
spiked, etc). Overall, the year felt much more “normal” and we enjoyed the
return of things like including brass for festival Sundays, large group concerts
and gatherings, Live Nativity and the opportunity to once again share meals
together for mid-week Lenten soup suppers and special celebrations like
our 170th anniversary and Visioning events. Having the option to return to
worshiping and gathering in person as well as continuing to offer livestream
options for those who prefer participating from home has helped us reach
our goal of including as many people as possible while keeping people safe
and comfortable. Thank you to everyone for their patience and support as
we continue to navigate uncharted territory and come up with fresh and
innovative ways to keep everyone connected and engaged.

We kicked off the year with a single service at 10 AM on January 2nd and
then returned to 3 in-person services each Sunday with the 9:30 AM and
11:00 AM services being livestreamed. The choir started meeting again in
February as we prepared for Ash Wednesday in early March. 

We had mid-week services on Wednesday evenings in Lent preceded by
soup suppers and everyone received Lenten devotional materials they could
use at home. April was a busy month with Palm Sunday where the bells
played and the choir presented the cantata “Into the Shadows”. Nightly
prayer vigils were available online and utilized pre-recorded music and
prayer prompt slides to enrich our journey through Holy Week. We had
services on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday in which the Handbell Choir,
Vocal Choir and Praise Team all participated. Easter was a celebration with a
guest brass ensemble at the traditional services and the return of the
“Hallelujah Chorus” with brass, organ, choir and anyone else who felt the
urge to sing along. The Sunday after Easter was Affirmation of Baptism for
our 8th graders in the Confirmation program. 



WORSHIP/MUSIC COMMITTEE
K A R L A  K R U S E ,  W O R S H I P / M U S I C  C O M M I T T E E
     C H A I R
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On June 5th, the 9:30 AM service moved outside for the summer and we got
to utilize our new sound board and equipment (which made the set-up and
tear-down this year easier than in the past). The choir sang through Holy
Trinity Sunday on June 12 and both the choir and praise team enjoyed
fellowship with a group picnic before the choir’s final rehearsal. 

The Praise Team led the 9:30 AM service throughout the summer (working
around vacations and unplanned Sundays off due to COVID-19) and planned
to stay outside until late September, though we got forced inside a few times
due to rain. The roosters next door made their presence known every Sunday
morning without fail! 

The Handbell and Vocal Choirs started back to rehearsals in late August and
we all enjoyed celebrating our 170th Anniversary with a visit from Bishop
Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt, a catered lunch, and our final summer concert on
August 21st. We had a brass ensemble at the traditional services for
Reformation Sunday and strings at the 9:30 service the following week for All
Saints Sunday. During the fall, we were blessed with a gift from the Meuser
family and received Betty Meuser’s baby grand piano. It was officially
dedicated on Sunday, November 6th and we included handbell and choir
pieces that highlighted the instrument. Also in November, we had Harvest
Sunday where we blessed the beautiful quilts made by our Piece and Sew
group and we worshipped together on Thanksgiving Eve. In Advent, we
introduced a couple new liturgy pieces composed by a Lutheran church
music leader in Texas in addition to using favorites from the Everlasting Light
liturgy we’ve used in years past. 

The Advent theme was “From Generation to Generation”. December was a
busy month, as always, with the Service of Comfort and Hope, 3 Christmas
Eve services and a service of Lessons and Carols on Christmas Day. Our
musicians and worship leaders put in lots of hours to make all those services
special and memorable. 
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The Worship & Music Committee hosted several special events in 2022.
In February, we hosted a movie night and watched Encanto on new
equipment purchased with Endowment Grant money.  Our next movie
night was in mid-June where we watched Sandlot in the shelter house
on our new inflatable screen.  In October we hosted our annual Talent
Share where we had a wonderful variety of entertainment provided by
members of our congregation. We also showcased non-performance
talents in the fellowship hall afterward including things like sewing,
crafting, jewelry making, photography, artwork and baking. We have so
many talented individuals at St. Paul!  

December saw the return of a favorite event – Live Nativity, which we last
presented in 2019. We were lucky to have a live baby Jesus again this
year thanks to the Garlitz family’s participation. We had 2 performances
outside with Christmas carols led by the Praise Team, a performance by
the Puppet Posse and loads of delicious holiday treats inside in between.
It was evident everyone enjoyed being together for a holiday event!
Thanks to all who participated and made this a success again this year
and a special thank you to Phil Baden and Don Roth for working on our
stable and ensuring it was safe for everyone!

2022 gave us the opportunity to host a few extra musical events and
start a new tradition. Early in March we hosted a concert to benefit
Ukraine called “Let There Be Peace on Earth” and raised over $2000
which was sent to Lutheran Disaster Response and Lutheran World
Relief. It was pulled together in just a few weeks and with only one
afternoon of rehearsal. Thank you to all our members and friends from
the community who participated and made this such a meaningful
event! 
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In May we started sharing our plans for the inaugural season of the Make a
Joyful Noise! summer concert series and asking for founding donor
contributions. St. Paul members stepped up and helped us raise enough
money to fund all 3 concerts and market the events, so THANK YOU!

We welcomed the group Knisely in June for our first concert. In July we
welcomed the Brass Band of Columbus and in August we were serenaded by
Brian Michael Smith and the John Vermeulen Octet. All 3 concerts were well
attended and enjoyed by all. We had hoped to be outside for our July and
August concerts, but rain forced us into the fellowship hall. It wasn’t ideal, but
it worked and everyone still enjoyed food from the Holy Crepes, Pitabilities and
Kona Ice food trucks as well as entertainment. We are looking forward to 

continuing this new tradition and scheduling
groups for the 2023 series. In the afternoon on All
Saints Sunday, we had a Piano Dedication Recital
that was an event to remember! The St. Paul Vocal
Choir and The Bells of St. Paul both participated
as well as pianists, organists, singers and string
players, from our congregation and the
community. We even had an 8-hand piano piece
with 4 players all on 1 piano! Thank you again to
the Meuser family for the amazing gift of Betty’s
piano. We will treasure it for years to come! 

Thank you to our committee members for your
time and dedication - Lori Keyser, Karla Kruse,
Harold Kruse, Judy McLeod, Zach Ruppel, Pastor
Jonathan Bull and Pastor Rebecca Grate. All are
welcome to join our committee. Contact Karla
Kruse if interested.

"I am very
proud of the
music we

made together
this year."
Karla Kruse
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ST. PAUL PRAISE TEAM 
Z A C H  R U P P E L ,  C O N T E M P O R A R Y  M U S I C  D I R E C T O R

The St. Paul Praise Team marked 2022 as a year of continued growth in
both membership and camaraderie. As 2021 ended and SPLC began to
settle into a new "normal," the Praise Team continued serving as a constant
for those attending the 9:30 worship service. Continued favorite traditions
including outside worship in the summer, a fall fellowship bonfire, and lots
of cha-cha-chas helped add variety, fellowship, and lots of laughs!

Longtime piano educator and Central Ohio native Susan Treer continues to
work with our ensemble part-time and has been a tremendous addition to
the team through her work as a musician and follower of Christ. We have
also been blessed to have an increasingly large roster of substitute and part-
time volunteers who allow for both continuity in our ensemble and the
important ability for our standing members to get rest!

The last quarter of 2022 brought
with it the return of a favorite Praise
Team activity: Live Nativity. For the
first time in several years, the Praise
Team and Live Nativity were able to
provide a well-loved evening Advent
celebration for a wide variety of
congregants and community guests.
This event was in addition to
featuring string musicians during
both the All Saints and Christmas
Eve contemporary services.

"As 2021 ended and
SPLC began to
settle into a new

"normal," the Praise
Team continued

serving as a constant
for those attending
the 9:30 worship

service."
Zach Ruppel
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ST. PAUL VOCAL CHOIR
K A R L A  K R U S E ,  D I R E C T O R  O F  M U S I C  M I N I S T R I E S ,  

By mid-February of 2022, our Vocal Choir was back to rehearsing weekly
and singing 3 Sundays of the month after taking a pause at the beginning
of the year due to high Covid -19 numbers. They provided special music
for our Ash Wednesday service and presented a cantata, “Into the
Shadows” on Palm Sunday as well as special music for Good Friday and
Easter. The choir’s last Sunday before their summer break was Holy Trinity
Sunday on June 12th. They enjoyed a picnic with Praise Team members
before their final rehearsal to close out the season.   

In August, the Vocal Choir started rehearsing again and provided music at
the traditional services September through the end of the year. This
included a special piece for All Saints with 4-hand piano accompaniment
that was also done at the Piano Dedication Concert that afternoon. The
choir sang at our Thanksgiving Eve service and the 7:30 PM and 10:30 PM
Christmas Eve services. 

2022 was a challenging year where we often found ourselves short on
singers on Sunday mornings due to illness, unexpected family
emergencies and caring for ailing family members. Even though the
group was often small, I am very proud of the music we made together
this year.

Thank you to all the choir members for being there as life allowed and
always making my time with you joyful! Thank you to Philip Cordell for
continuing to accompany the choir and Zach Ruppel and Carole Williams
for filling in as needed. 

Anyone who loves to sing is welcome to join us! We typically rehearse on
Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm late August through late May/early June.
If you have any questions, please contact Karla Kruse.
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HANDBELL CHOIR
J U D Y  M C L E O D ,  H A N D B E L L  C H O I R  D I R E C T O R

37

The Bells of St. Paul ring the third Sunday of every month plus special
celebrations from September through April or May. We ring at the 8:00 AM 
 and 11:00 services. Our first fall Sunday was in August for St. Paul's 170th-
anniversary celebration. In November, during the piano dedication, we rang
a duet with Philip Cordell at the piano which we played again during the
concert. We finished the year on Christmas Eve when Marleen and Randy
Schiefer joined us with bongos and drums, a first for us.

We have four octaves of handbells and would like
to have 12 or 13 ringers. Currently, we have 8 or 9
ringers so the fourth octave remains in the cases.  If
you have rung handbells and would like to join us
we practice Thursday from 7-8:30 PM, yes we take a
break. If you read music and would like to ring
please come to practice or contact me. We have
handbells that would like to get out of their case
and ring.
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In 2022,
Altar Guild

prepared
Communion
for over 10,000

communicants.



ALTAR GUILD
D E B  W A L L A C E ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

The Altar Guild is responsible for preparing the physical setting of worship at
our church as part of the liturgical life of the congregation. As part of
Worship/Music, the work of Altar Guild is both reverent and joyful. Service on
Altar Guild provides an opportunity to experience a special and unique
closeness to God during the preparations for worship. Members enjoy
fellowship with each other and the pastors, and the satisfaction of serving the
congregation and guests who worship in our church.

Over the pandemic, participation in Altar Guild dwindled and most
responsibilities were performed by the Chair. But in July, Deb Wallace severely
broke her ankle and was completely unable to help for four months. With the
leadership of Jean Forsythe, veterans and new helpers were organized and all
functions of Altar Guild went forward! Altar Guild membership is replenished
and members are enjoying the fellowship of this special service. MORE HELP IS
NEEDED AND WELCOMED! All church members can serve.
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In 2022, Altar Guild prepared Communion for
over 10,000 communicants for Sunday services,
church holidays, weddings and funerals. We are
currently creating new and improved ways to
schedule and sign up for serving.

Additionally, altar flowers for all services are now
part of Altar Guild responsibility. It is a joy to
select, arrange and place flowers for our altar.
Anyone who wants to help with flowers can call
Deb Wallace to discuss!

Service on
Altar Guild
provides an

opportunity to
experience a
special and

unique closeness
to God during

the preparations
for worship



ALTAR GUILD
D E B  W A L L A C E ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

Weekly prepare the communion elements for each service, including
baptisms and special services during the church year, as well as funerals
and weddings as requested.
Care for the worship space of our church, its furnishings, linens, vestments,
paraments, appointments, vessels, and sacramental elements.
Weekly launder the altar and communion linens.
Prepare our allergen, gluten, soy, and dairy-free communion host bread in
the church kitchen 
Order and manage supplies.
Prepare the worship space for all liturgies and corporate rites, particularly
Sunday worship.
Assist in the care of the pastors’ vestments as needed, assist lay ministers
and acolytes.
Understand, appreciate and facilitate the worship life of our church.
Purchase, arrange, place and distribute altar flowers weekly.

Altar Guild members work diligently to:

 

The Altar Guild is now comprised of approximately 8 active members and
some veterans. Help is greatly needed in this ministry, and anyone interested is
encouraged to reach out to Deb Wallace.
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EDUCATION/YOUTH 
COMMITTEE

A N D R E W  S T A M P ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

This past year has been a recovery back to pre-pandemic responses
and attendance for the education committee. We had 9 meetings
monthly, excluding June, July, and December, to discuss and manage
the output of the education opportunities to grow in faith, community,
and discipleship for what God has planned for us. During July of 2022,
we had a successful Day Camp for between 20 to 30 youth. We started
this year with between 4-8 in attendance for SPYKIDS during the
school year, but this Fall we are reaching a higher number of
attendance similar to before the 2020 Pandemic. We are also
implementing and supporting the literature dispersed for prayer
during the seasons of Advent and Lent. We are always seeking new
people who have a passion for education and spreading God’s Love
through the simple acts. 
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On Sunday, April 24, 2022
the following people

affirmed their baptismal
promises:

 
Collin Jack Dalton

Ethaniel Michael Irwin
Brayden William

Kessler
Miles Andrew Keyser

Genevieve Rose LaRoche
Devin Delainey Lawson
Leo Christopher Yoder



SPYKIDS
A P R I L  H Y E R ,  S P Y K I D S  C O O R D I N A T O R

SPYKIDS is Sunday School for students in preschool through grade 5. The
group meets weekly on Sunday mornings, September through May. Our
curriculum is from Augsburg and follows the same lectionary lesson
schedule found in worship. The benefit is that the whole family hears the
same scripture lesson. 

We began classes in September as one group of students, regardless of
grade level. During our time together, we have communicated to the
students that "He Is Here". Through weekly conversations, Bible stories, crafts,
games, and videos, students learn that God is everywhere and always with us. 
 
We are truly blessed with the teachers and volunteers that make this
ministry possible, as they are all dedicated beyond measure! 
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FAMILY NIGHTS
P A S T O R  R E B E C C A  G R A T E ,  M I N I S T R Y
C O O R D I N A T O R

In 2022, we continued our monthly Family Nights to help our families grow
together in their faith.

January’s gathering was cancelled due to weather, but we had supplies
prepared and ready to be distributed. Families received chalk and blessings to
bless their homes for Epiphany. In February, we partnered with the
Worship/Music Committee to combine our Family Night with a movie night.
We gathered to burn last year’s Palm branches into ashes for Ash Wednesday.
In March, we were beginning the Lenten season, so we played games and
made crafts to help us remember that Lent is 40 days long (not counting
Sundays) and help us focus our minds on prayer for a few minutes at a time.
In April, we gathered for a Neighborhood Prayer Walk through Hoover Farms.
We prayed for the construction workers, our new neighbors, the wildlife that
was displaced. We even met some of our new neighbors! In May, we had
beautiful weather and spent our evening hiking at Blendon Woods before
ending the year with ice cream.

Thank you all for your continual love and support of our youth and families, to
help them grow in their faith together!
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CONFIRMATION
M I C H A E L  B U L L ,  P A S T O R  R E B E C C A  G R A T E ,
A S H L E Y  R U D D ,  &  P H I L  R U D D ,  L E A D E R S

The Confirmation program at St. Paul Lutheran Church meets with the
High School Youth on Sunday evenings during the school year from 6-8
PM. We are excited that we have had more of a return to normal this year -
dinner together is back!
 
The 2021-2022 year focused on the stories of our ancestors found in the
New Testament and the 2022-2023 year is focusing on the Small
Catechism.
 
2022 began with planning our return to attending the Middle School MiX
at Lutheran Memorial Camp at HopeWood Pines. Unfortunately, the staff
scheduled to lead this event got ill & we set our sights on attending in
January 2023.

We had 1 camper at Confirmation Camp this
year, along with Pastor Rebecca for a portion
of the week, and 4 Confirmation students at
HopeWood Connect.
 
This ministry continues to thrive at St. Paul –
thank you for your continued prayers and
support of our students, their families, and the
adults who volunteer their time to help them
grow in their faith and understanding of God’s
love for them.
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This ministry
continues to thrive

at St. Paul – thank
you for your

continued prayers
and support of our

students, their
families, and the

adults who volunteer
their time to help
them grow in their

faith and
understanding of

God’s love for them.



HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH
J O H N  &  J I L L  G A R L I T Z ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R S

The high school youth group included Collin Dalton, Thomas Dalton, Kaitlyn
Drake, Cam Greenwood, Joel Hyer, Ethan Irwin, Brayden Kessler, Bennett
Keyser, Miles Keyser, Genevieve LaRoche, Ronan LaRoche, Devin Lawson,
Caroline Mujic, Emily Saxton, and Leo Yoder. Jill and John Garlitz continue to
lead the group with support from Pastor Rebecca and Pastor Jon.

During the spring and fall, the group met on Sunday evenings for bible study
and reflection, a recycling service project, fellowship and homemade dinners,
and games with Confirmation students and the younger youth. The high
schoolers competed in “Minute to Win It” challenges and travelled offsite for
“The Escape Game” adventure.

The ELCA Youth Gathering is scheduled for July 2024 in New Orleans, LA. To
finance the trip, the youth and parents raised $1,200 in 2022 by organizing a
Christmas cookie sale; contributing to a total of $20,500 toward our goal since
the last gathering.

Thank you for all of the care, prayers, and financial support that helps our
youth experience all that God gives us!

 

Our high school youth had another uplifting year by growing in their faith,
building relationships with the congregation and God, and enjoying new
experiences.
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HOPEWOOD CONNECT 
P A S T O R  R E B E C C A  G R A T E ,  M I N I S T R Y
C O O R D I N A T O R
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This year, we were excited to welcome HopeWood Outdoors (Lutheran
Outdoor Ministries in Ohio) back to St. Paul Lutheran Church for HopeWood
Connect (LOMO Outreach Day Camp). We have not served as a host site
since 2019 due to the COVID-19 pandemic and it was so, so good to be back
together this summer!

HopeWood Connect was at St. Paul from July 11-15, with our counselors
arriving on Sunday, July 10th. We had 32 campers, 3 older youth volunteers,
and 9 adult volunteers, in addition to our 4 counselors for the week.

God is Goodness beyond Measure
through the creation story in Genesis 1.
God is Love beyond Measure through the
story of Nicodemus meeting Jesus in
John 3.
God is Welcome beyond Measure
through learning that we are all part of
the one body of Christ as Paul tells us in
Ephesians 2
God is Forgiveness beyond Measure
through the Parable of the Prodigal Son
in Luke 15
God is Generosity beyond Measure
through the Parable of the Sower in
Mark 4.

The theme was Boundless: God beyond
Measure and our campers learned about
these themes and Bible stories during their
time together:

We had 32
campers, 3 older
youth volunteers,

and 9 adult
volunteers, in

addition to our 4
counselors for

the week.
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HOPEWOOD CONNECT

Our Bishop of the Southern Ohio Synod, Bishop Suzanne Darcy Dillahunt,
joined us for most of the day on Wednesday. It was great to have her with us
for Alpha & games.

Our family program on Thursday evening was full of laughter, songs, and skits
as our campers shared some of what they learned. I think we had the largest
bowl of Raisin Bran in the Sanctuary that I’ve ever seen!

We are excited to be hosting HopeWood Connect at St. Paul again in
Summer 2023. Our dates are July 17-21 and our counselors will arrive on
Sunday, July 16th. Information is available on the St. Paul website:
https://stpaulwesterville.org/make-disciples/hopewood-connect-k-6th.
Registration will open March 1, 2023!

 

P A S T O R  R E B E C C A  G R A T E ,  M I N I S T R Y
C O O R D I N A T O R
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We have not
served as a host
site since 2019

due to the
COVID-19

pandemic and it
was so, so good to
be back together

this summer!

https://stpaulwesterville.org/make-disciples/hopewood-connect-k-6th


LECTIONARY BIBLE STUDY
H A R O L D  K R U S E ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

The Lectionary Bible Study meets year-round at 9:30 AM each Thursday to
preview the lessons for the upcoming Sunday.

After a half-hour of fellowship, we focus on the readings for Sunday and are
generally finished about 11:30 AM.

Please consider joining us, either regularly or as you are able. We meet in the
church library.

FALL FESTIVAL
R I T A  G R A M  &  H O L L Y  S M I T H ,  M I N I S T R Y
C O O R D I N A T O R S

Holly Smith and Rita Gram co-chaired this year’s Fall Festival, on Saturday,
October 29, 2022 outside in the Shelter House. Several stations were set up
providing families fall themed arts and crafts, games, and snacks. The
Puppet Posse provided some wonderful entertainment. The event
concluded with trunk-or-treat. Approximately 15 families attended the event
and several donations were provided by church members, including craft
supplies, snacks, and candy. A small donation to WARM was collected on
the day of the event and was delivered afterward. There was no money used
or generated by this event due to generous volunteer donations.

Hopewood Connect
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RACHEL CIRCLE
J U D Y  M C L E O D ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

Rachel Circle meets the second Tuesday of each month September through
June. The ladies meet in the library at 1:00 PM. Circle begins with
refreshments while discussing various topics including where to donate our
money, prayer requests, birthday celebrations to mention a few. We are
usually finished before 3 pm.

In 2022 we donated to Faith Mission and purchased the votive holders for
Comfort and Hope candles. The votives were in memory of JoAnn Arnold,
Ruth Lyman, Arminta Stickney and Ellen Meyer.

We just completed a Sola Publishing - Women's & Men's Group Bible Study. In
February we will begin another Sola 
Publishing study, "Portraits of Jesus".
Each month someone leads the study
and someone furnishes refreshments.

 
If you are interested please join us to
check if Rachel Circle is a good fit for
you or contact me.

In 2022 we donated
to Faith Mission

and purchased the
votive holders for
Comfort and Hope

candles. The votives
were in memory of

JoAnn Arnold,
Ruth Lyman,

Arminta Stickney
and Ellen Meyer.
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SARAH CIRCLE
P H Y L L I S  W A H L ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

Sarah Circle has resumed meeting in person after shutting down because of
Covid-19. We have fewer members now but hope that more women will join us
on the 2nd Wednesday of each month at 12:30 for a light lunch, fellowship and
Bible Study. This year we are studying “Family Matters” by Rev Dr. Amy Little. It’s
a study on Family relationships and is based on the first generations of God’s
people and includes Lutheran reflections. 

We are dedicated to serving our church and our community, this past year we
collected items for children babies through teens for Christmas and delivered
100 bags to Lutheran Social Services that contained small toys and personal
items for the children. We also sponsored the mitten tree and those items were
delivered also to Lutheran Social services. In addition we sponsored for
Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) cards of Hope for family
immigrants.

We thank all the members who contributed to the mission projects.

SCHOLARSHIP FUND
C I N D Y  B O N D S ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

In 2022 the Scholarship Committee awarded two scholarships. The recipients
were Tyler Novak and Tiffany Zuelzke, both students at Capital University.

Scholarships are available to SPLC members attending an ELCA college or
university and those studying to enter service to the church. Requests for more
information and the scholarship application can be made to the church office.

Committee members for 2023 are Joy Longfellow, Monica McJunkin, and Janet
Voelkle.  Cindy Bonds is the Council liaison.
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TECHNOLOGY COMMITTEE
T O M  B O N D S ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

We installed a new Mac and PC for use in the office.
We have been supporting streaming and sound at funerals, special
events, and practices throughout the year.
We have been recording music for use before and after the livestreams.

Our work this year included:

·We have been livestreaming both the 9:30 AM and 11 AM services every
Sunday as well as running the sound for the people attending in person.

Thanks to the team of volunteers that spent a large amount of time setting
things up, recording music, and running the live streams and the sound
board. 

We always have opportunities for people who want to serve with us. We are
especially looking for people who would be willing to help us with doing the
live streams since they require more volunteers than in the past.

 

The Technology Committee continues to support worship services and
church ministries in three focus areas: Event Services, Technology Support,
and Technology Administration. These teams upgrade audio/visual services
throughout the building, research new technologies, maintain systems, and
update technology contracts in alignment with the church’s strategic plan. 
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S T E W A R D S H I P / F I N A N C E
C O M M I T T E E
J U L I A N  B E L L ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

5547

During 2022, Committee membership included Julian Bell (Chair and Council
Liaison), Dave Castor (Bookkeeper), Kim Jones (Financial Secretary) and Steve
Moyer. Pastor Jon also attended as an ex-officio member Committee meetings
which were held on a monthly basis with the primary focus on SPLC financial
reporting and budget monitoring.

For 2022, the Committee proposed and obtained Council and Congregational
approval for a deficit budget utilizing the General Fund balance to cover an
operational shortfall of ($83K) as the Church gradually recovered from the effects
of the COVID-19 pandemic. The actual deficit at year-end was ($71K), slightly
better than the budget anticipated. 

The Committee monitored the Church’s financial position throughout the year
sharing statements and reports on a monthly basis with Church Council and
updating the Congregation each quarter. The Committee also evaluated the
financial impact of the recent

switch from propane to natural gas
which was recommended by the
Property Committee. It was
determined that the Church will save
money using natural gas and that the
$30K investment (cost of the
conversion) will be paid back in less
than 3 years.

The budget for 2023 will be presented
for the Congregation’s approval in
February. It currently appears that this
budget will also show deficit spending
for the year, but with significant
improvement over 2022.
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE
C H A D  I R W I N ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

Installed security system which was procured in 2021
Replaced Fellowship Hall, emergency, and exit lights with LED 
Installed benches at the cemetery
Outdoor chapel brush and undergrowth was cleared and Ronan LaRoche,
Eagle Scout, installed a drainage system
Cleaned out garage to maximize storage space
Made necessary repairs and stained the playground ship
Repaired entrance doors and replaced the glass that was vandalized
Moved to a custodial based service contract to save money
Kitchen, first level bathrooms, and all office area floors were professionally
cleaned
Building gutters were cleaned and several gutters were re-angled for
proper drainage
Building was professionally power washed 
Replaced batteries in AED (Automated External Defibrillators) and
procured pediatric pads for children 
Ran gas main to the property for installation once propane reserves are
depleted

The Property Committee continued its focus on reviewing the building
maintenance checklist on a regular basis throughout 2022 to ensure
maintenance tasks were identified and completed in a timely manner. The
Committee also finished several priority tasks from 2021.

Committee tasks accomplished in 2022 included: 

The Property Committee will continue its focus on reviewing the building
maintenance checklist on a quarterly basis throughout 2023. 
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CEMETERY COMMITTEE
J A Y  L U F T  
C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

We had 5 burials in our church cemetery in 2022. The deceased are listed
alphabetically.
(U) indicates urn burial; (C) indicates casket burial

Troy Wayne Anderson - U
Jack Babbitt - C 
Paul Baden - C
Bill Stickney - U
Ann Walston - U

Beautiful annual flowers were planted along the inside of the picket fence at
the front of the cemetery. Hanging baskets of flowers beautified the interior of
the gazebo. These natural attractions were donated by Joyce Michael & Beverly
Phipps in memory of their husbands, Tom Michael & Garold Phipps. The ladies
faithfully watered them throughout the growing season. Greg Matosky
prepared the beds & assisted in the planting of the flowers. 

Thank You to these volunteers for the beautification of the cemetery. Also,
Thank You to The New Albany Ace Hardware (at New Albany Road W.) for
donating 2 dozen U.S. Vet Flags to honor our vets Also, Thank You to the
volunteers who bolted the 2 metal benches to the gazebo floor! 

Disappointedly, other projects at our cemetery did not move forward in 2022.
New gravel in the entrance driveway. New fence across the front. Clearance of
brush & trees along the eastern edge for development of a row of grave lots.
Progress in decision making toward a columbarium. We need volunteers to
help up-grade the cemetery and join the committee. See Jay for more
information.
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PERSONNEL/ADMINISTRATION
COMMITTEE
B E T H  B I C K F O R D ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

 Updates to the Child Protection Policy – finalized and approved by the
Church Council.
 Updates to the Employee Handbook – remains in progress.
 Multiple drafts of a key policy that will govern the distribution and
management of all keys for the church building, garage, and specialty
keys for inside doors and other lockable items and areas in the church.
Latest draft is currently under review by the Property Committee and
church staff.

In 2022, the Personnel/Administration Committee met almost every month
during 2022. In addition to discussing time sensitive personnel issues, the
committee worked on the following:

1.

2.
3.

Many thanks to our longtime committee members Chuck Griffith, Peg
Kennedy, David Thomas, and Pastor Jon, and to Phil Baden for joining us as
Council Liaison this year.

The Covid-19 pandemic halted large funerals and funeral meals, The meals
are slowly returning. During 2022 we served catered sandwiches, catered
desserts and this January a catered hot meal.

Please let Pastor Jon or Pastor Rebecca know if you are interested in
honoring your loved one with dessert and/or a meal. They will contact one of
us regarding your wishes.

FUNERAL MEALS
J U D Y  M C L E O D ,   B E C K I  W I L K E ,  
M I N I S T R Y  C O - L E A D E R S
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INREACH/OUTREACH
COMMITTEE
J U D Y  C A S T O R ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

The Inreach/Outreach Committee of St. Paul is in place to promote fellowship
within the church, to reach out to the community and beyond the pews, as we
live out the larger mission of the church...to Make Disciples. Live Faithfully. Serve
Others.

In 2022, the committee continued to find ways to encourage a sense of
fellowship at St. Paul while reaching out to help those in need outside our
immediate community.

Several collections were heldthroughout the year. We continued the Souper Bowl
of Caring in January/February with a collection of tuna and grape jelly. For the
second year we followed a donation calendar for LSS Food Pantry. We took three
vans full of food down to the Food Pantry. At Easter, we filled and delivered 28
Easter baskets for teens to CHOICES. In the summer we collected snacks and
juice boxes for CHOICES. In December we had 25 tags for the Salvation Army
Angels and collected 40 donations.

We held Small Groups in the shelter house in the summer months as a way to
allow members to reconnect with others. These included Lunch Bunch, Bible
Study, Bible Bingo, and Fireside Chats.

GOD’S WORK, OUR HANDS was held on September. People donated cookies
which were then made up into five trays to donate to the area police and fire
stations. That morning people were invited to make cards to send with the trays.
Some landscaping was also done outside.

Social Activities included the Fall Festival, organized by Holly Smith and Rita
Gram, and the Talent Share organized by Karla Kruse. Refreshments were served
at several events, including the Talent Share, our graduation recognition and the
Live Nativity. We also continued the Fireside Chats for five months over the
summer and into fall, which were well attended, Lunch Bunch which by request
of attendees is now a year round program and have instituted a Game Nights for
adults held on the third Friday of each month.
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INREACH/OUTREACH
COMMITTEE
J U D Y  C A S T O R ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

The Live Nativity was held this year. Thanks to those who participated and to
those who repaired the stable so it could be used. It has been decided to
alternate the Nativity performance with a Christmas concert.

Marilyn Lundquist and Annette Roth are now the Inreach Outreach committee
co-chairs. New members are always welcome, as well as suggestions for
new/repeat activities you would like to see.

ST. PAUL CARES
H O L L Y  S M I T H ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

St. Paul Cares is a support group for those who are grieving. We meet monthly
on the 4th Sunday of each month for 90 minutes. Pastor Bull and Holly Smith
co-facilitate the group together. It is an open group experience, so attendance
can fluctuate. This group ministers to those who are experiencing loss for all
different reasons and is open to the community. We use a combination of
open discussion, creative expression, and prayer reflection to share feelings and
learn about coping with loss. 

The group met 11 times in 2022 with January being cancelled due to weather.
The average attendance per month was 7 people. We advertise through word
of mouth, the church website, and the church newsletter. This ministry does
not generate or use funds as it is free to attend and costs nothing to run
beyond the use of the facilities.
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CENTRAL OHIO RESTORED
CITIZENS COLLABORATIVE 
J I M  &  J U D Y  T I E D T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R S

CORCC is a coalition supporting men and women being released from
incarceration. Through them we are working with the Franklin County
Community Based Correctional Facility. This year in December we started
purchasing clothing with funds from CORCC and putting together bags for the
men to take with them when they are discharged. We put together 37 bags in
December for January releases. The bags include a T-shirt, polo shirt, sweatshirt,
sweatpants and jeans or casual pants. St. Paul’s contribution includes space for
storage, and volunteers using their time for purchasing and assembling the
bags - which is just a small portion of the overall ministry.

There is so much more that CORCC does, including helping with much needed
resource navigation, providing supportive peers, handing out hygiene bags, and
identification vouchers - which SPLC has helped to fund in the past.

COLLEGE CONNECTORS
T R A C E Y  M O Y E R ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

The College Connections ministry is in place for the 2022-23 school year. This
year we are connecting with 5 of our SPLC member college students. Thank
you to all of our adult connectors for your participation in this important
ministry.
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APPALACHIAN SERVICE PROJECT
J A C K  M I C H A E L ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

1st home: Repaired bathroom (leveled floor, painted walls and ceiling,
installed flooring, toilet and vanity) 
Restored running water into the bathroom. (only working sink in the
home) 

ASP MISSION TRIP – Pineville, KY 2022
July 17, 2022 - July 23, 2022

THEME OF THE WEEK VERSE:  John 15:4
 

In July of 2022 St. Paul sent 1 team of 3 volunteers to Pineville , Kentucky to
assist the Appalachia Service Project (ASP) make homes “Warmer/Safer/Dryer”.
Our small team worked on 2 different homes.  
            
Some of the repairs we accomplished were:

2nd Home: Installed attic gables for venting and a solar fan - helped with
siding the exterior of the home.

Thank you for all your support with this wonderful mission. The need in rural
Appalachia continues to grow and St.Paul Lutheran Church has supported
this mission for the past 21 years. Each year teams help families through this
mission to have a better place to live. Through your support we are able to use
the talents God has given us to go forth and “Make disciples. Live faithfully,
Serve others."
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ST. PAUL SENIORS GROUP
J A N E  S C H O T T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

St. Paul Seniors Group usually meets almost every month for fun, food, and
fellowship. The pandemic continued to hold back our activities somewhat in
2022, but we squeezed in a few meetings including an Easter lunch and video
with Rick Steves, a road trip to Utica, a fall leaf peeping car trip to Granville, and
a Christmas party.  We are hoping to have a lot more offerings in 2023!

Information about upcoming activities will be found on the church e-calendar
and on the bulletin board in the narthex. If you would like to be notified by
email of our activities, please send your request to Jane.

ADULT GAME NIGHT
M A R I L Y N  L U N D Q U I S T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

Adult Game Night began in August 2022. We meet on the third Friday of the
month from 7-9:30 PM. Our first gathering consisted of 7 people and we've been
growing in attendance every month since. Anyone is welcome whether or not
you're a member. Everyone brings their own beverage and a snack to share. In
addition, if you have a favorite game, feel free to bring it to play. We hope to see
you there in 2023.
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LSS MOBILE FOOD PANTRY
C A R O L  B A K E R ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

The USDA defines food security as “access by all people at all times to enough
food for an active, healthy life.” 2021 data showed 33.8 million people living in
food INSECURITY in this country, one of the wealthiest in the world.  Increases
in benefits from SNAP (Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program) put into
place due to Covid-19 are set to end February 1, even though the repercussions
of the pandemic are far from over. School breakfast and lunch programs will
be affected by these cuts.

Food insecurity is not the problem of “other” countries, states, or
neighborhoods. It affects people we pass on the street, including many
students and millions of children.  

The second Thursday of each month, a dedicated and faithful group assists in
distributing food, donated to and purchased by Lutheran Social Services, at
Westerville Estates on Fancher Road. The recipients range from senior citizens
to babies. We do not know their stories, only that we are blessed to be able to
help them in this small way.

Please prayerfully consider joining in this humble act of outreach.
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DINNER'S OUT
K A T H L E E N  G R O S S ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

The “Dinner’s Out” Ministry was started in September of 2008. Since then we go
out to eat at a different restaurant each month. The dates vary and we change
from a Monday to a Tuesday evening every other month. The hope is someone
can come even if they have a commitment on a certain night. Of course
COVID-19 delayed this for a time. We have restarted Dinner’s Out each month. 

It has been great fun getting together in a smaller group and getting to know
each other better. It has been very successful, with around 10-20 people each
month being able to participate, prior to COVID. We are trying to build back up
our group. There are people from all three services who attend, so it is a way to
get to know someone you may not see very often, if at all. We have couples and
single people who attend. Everyone is great about helping give rides to those
who need a ride. It is a wonderful way to try out different restaurants and types
of foods, around town, in a friendly social atmosphere. 

GREETING CARD MINISTRY
J A N E  S C H O T T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

Our church sends greeting cards for birthdays, Easter, and Christmas to
members who are shut in as well as to members who are over eighty years of
age. In addition, cards are sent to members who are seriously ill, are
hospitalized, experience death in the immediate family, or celebrate a birth,
wedding, or confirmation. In 2022, a total of 276 cards were sent. If you know
of any member over eighty or who is shut in and is not receiving cards,
please let Jane or the church office know.

Sent in 2022: 65 get well, 28 sympathy, 62 birthday, 4 baby, 53 Christmas, 56
Easter, 7 confirmation, 1 wedding
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PRAYER BEAR MINISTRY
B A R B  G R I E G E R ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

The Prayer Bear Ministry began in February 2022 after approval from the
Inreach/Outreach Committee. It was funded initially by member donations. A
grant from the Endowment Committee will fund the ministry in 2023.

As of January 1, 2023, 112 bears have worshiped with the people of St. Paul and
have left to share love and comfort to family, friends and neighbors. Bears
have gone to members who are no longer able to worship in person. They
have traveled to Arizona, Florida, Michigan, and Pennsylvania. They have
celebrated special birthdays and anniversaries and comforted those who
faced cancer, heart problems, kidney transplants and other medical issues.
They have gone to hospital surgical units and intensive care units. They have
provided love to family members at funerals and welcomed new babies and
siblings into the congregation. A bear brought comfort to a mother who lost
her son to gun violence. Another helped a young boy struggling with anxiety
during the Covid-19 pandemic.

As this ministry continues, members and friends of St. Paul will pray for past
and future recipients of a Prayer Bear and will share their stories as we share
God’s message of love and hope and grace.

LADIES NIGHT OUT MINISTRY
M A R L I N  L U N D Q U I S T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

Ladies Night Out gatherings began again on a regular basis in April 2022.
Attendance is from 3 to 8. We visit local establishments for good food and great
fellowship once per month.  Everyone is welcome to join us whether you're a
member or not. Please watch the newsletter for information!
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OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
J O A N N E  H A S E L E Y ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

The Samaritan's Purse project Operation Christmas Child collects shoebox gifts
filled with items for hygiene, for warmth, for school and for fun and delivers
them to children around the world to demonstrate God's love in a tangible
way. Each box is an opportunity to delight the heart of a child and share the
Good News of Christ with them and their families.

In 2022 St. Paul filled 85 shoeboxes that have been sent to Burundi, Liberia,
Malawi, Uruguay and Ukraine. Thank you to those who filled an OCC shoebox,
Built a Shoebox online, donated money or prayed for this ministry and the
children who receive a shoebox.

Go to samaritanspurse.org/occ to learn more about this project or to see how
to pack shoebox gifts in 2023.

CROP WALK
C A N D Y  H A U G V E D T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

As the CROP Walk coordinator for St. Paul Lutheran Church, I was the only
walker at United Methodist Conference Center walk on October 2, 2022. I
raised $500 online for the event and I believe there was also a check sent
from St. Paul Lutheran directly to CWS in Elkhart, Indiana.
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HOMELESS MINISTRY
F O R M E R L Y  S T A R  H O U S E
J I M  &  J U D Y  T I E D T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R S

We are still in conversation with Star House to see what we can do
comfortably as a congregation to help meet their needs. To date we have
been able to continue ministry with Star House and the following ministries
to the homeless through your donations. We collect the items below
throughout the year, but push our focus in the fall because of the cold
weather coming. If you have donations you would like us to disperse during
the year, please let us know and we will find a good home for your slightly
used items. 

 This year our November collection of sleeping bags, blankets and bedding
for the Homeless Ministries have benefited Star House, Mt. Carmel
Outreach, the Open Shelter, and the Church for All People Free Store
because of the generosity of the congregation, Piece and Sew, and large
donations from individuals. We also had lots of clothing donated and were
able to contribute those to our ministry partners as well as to Central Ohio
Restored Citizens Collaborative (look for more information about CORCC in
the Annual Report).

There is so much need in the Central Ohio Area and we are so blessed to be
able to help out as we can. We so appreciate all who have continued to
give to support to this ministry for those in need. We’ll see what this coming
year brings and hopefully we can expand on this with your continued
support.

 12 sleeping bag pads 
 6 sleeping bags
 9 blankets
 3 bedspreads
 5 quilts

 

 5 throws and afghans
 3 sheet sets
 7 bath towels
 1 pillow
 22 pair of mens and 
womens underwear
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PIECE & SEW
B A R B  L U F T ,  M I N I S T R Y  C O O R D I N A T O R

Piece and Sew is a hands-on ministry for women of St. Paul. Our primary
function has been to make durable, quilt-type blankets of simple construction
for people in need. Our group meets Wednesday mornings from 9:30 AM - noon
to work on the assembly of our projects. There is training and a job available for
anyone interested in group work on a Wednesday or even to work from home if
you choose. We invite you to join in our fellowship as we carry out our mission
statement: “To provide blankets of comfort and hope for God`s people”.

 
Projects completed in 2022 are as follows:
Full size blankets (60x80)  -  
48 Gifted to Southeast Testament (SET) Vinton County 
1 by special request from a church member
Ready-made blankets thru donation - 6  to SET  
Lap/baby size - 6 to SET, 10 to Women`s Prayer Breakfast, Food Pantry collection
Baptism blankets- 2 St. Paul`s newest infant members
Bed rolls - 19  Mt. Carmel Hospital`s outreach to homeless (Spring/Fall)

Thank you to everyone who has given support to this ministry through offering
time, talents, needed items, and donations. You have helped to impact the lives
of many.
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ENDOWMENT FUND
COMMITTEE
S T E V E  M O Y E R ,  C O M M I T T E E  C H A I R

The St. Paul Endowment Fund continued its growth in its twelfth year of
existence, though somewhat tempered by the downturn in the stock market.
In 2022, the St. Paul Endowment Fund announced its largest amount of
grants, nearly $13,000,  including a grant to Sarah Circle for assistance with
the 2023 Christmas bags for the LSS Food Pantry, a grant to buy yarn to make
knit hats for schools and outside organizations that request the hats, a grant
to the music program to purchase additional microphones and equipment
to incorporate the newly donated baby grand piano into the weekly services;
and a grant to purchase additional teddy bears for the new and growing
Prayer Bear ministry, and finally, a grant to St. Paul to help defray the cost of
the natural gas line installation and conversion,  

The Endowment Fund Committee thanks all who have made St. Paul
Endowment Fund a part of their planned giving and encourages everyone to
consider making the fund a part of their estate planning and wealth
protection.

The St. Paul Endowment Fund Committee said goodbye to two of its
founding members, Jim Bartel and Bill Schumann. God speed, Jim and Bill.
The Endowment Committee currently includes Scott Jones, Steve Moyer,
Deb Wallace, Dave Bystrom and new member Becki Wilke. Please contact
any of these members with any questions. 
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