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God promises Jeremiah that a “new covenant” will be made in the future: a covenant that will 
allow all the people to know God by heart. The church sees this promise fulfilled in Christ, who 

draws all people to himself when he is lifted up on the cross. Our baptismal covenant draws 
us to God’s heart through Christ and draws God’s love and truth into our hearts. We join 

together in worship, sharing in word, song, and meal, and leave strengthened to share God’s 
love with all the world. 
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PRELUDE FAIREST LORD JESUS   arr. E. Rocherolle 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild 
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing 
flood.  Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are + forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more.  Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCOME SONG             LIFT HIGH THE CROSS    ELW 660 

 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, with steadfast love you draw us to yourself, and in mercy you receive our 
prayers. Strengthen us to bring forth the fruits of the Spirit, that through life and death 
we may live in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with 
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Where’s Martin? 
 

+   +    +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34 
 

The Judeans in Babylon blamed their exile on their ancestors, who had broken the 
covenant established at Sinai. Here the prophet looks to a day when God will make a 
new covenant with the people. There will be no need to teach the law, because God will 
write it on their hearts. 
 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING                  Hebrews 5:5-10 
 

Using priestly imagery and references to the Old Testament, the author explains how 
Christ lived in trusting obedience to God, and so God has made Christ the source of 
our eternal salvation. 
 

5Christ did not glorify himself in becoming a high priest, but was appointed by the one 
who said to him,  
 “You are my Son, 
  today I have begotten you”; 
6as he says also in another place,  
 “You are a priest forever, 
  according to the order of Melchizedek.” 
  7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud cries 
and tears, to the one who was able to save him from death, and he was heard because 
of his reverent submission. 8Although he was a Son, he learned obedience through 
what he suffered; 9and having been made perfect, he became the source of eternal 
salvation for all who obey him, 10having been designated by God a high priest 
according to the order of Melchizedek. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL SONG  

 



GOSPEL John 12:20-33 
 

Jesus entered Jerusalem for the last time to celebrate the Passover festival. Here Jesus’ 
words about seeds planted in the ground turn the disaster of his death into the 
promise of a harvest in which everyone will be gathered. 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
20Now among those who went up to worship at the festival were some Greeks. 21They 
came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and said to him, “Sir, we wish to see 
Jesus.” 22Philip went and told Andrew; then Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus. 
23Jesus answered them, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very 
truly, I tell you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains just a single 
grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit. 25Those who love their life lose it, and those who 
hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow 
me, and where I am, there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the Father will 
honor. 
 
  27“Now my soul is troubled. And what should I say—‘Father, save me from this hour’? 
No, it is for this reason that I have come to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name.” Then 
a voice came from heaven, “I have glorified it, and I will glorify it again.” 29The crowd 
standing there heard it and said that it was thunder. Others said, “An angel has spoken 
to him.” 30Jesus answered, “This voice has come for your sake, not for mine. 31Now is the 
judgment of this world; now the ruler of this world will be driven out. 32And I, when I am 
lifted up from the earth, will draw all people to myself.” 33He said this to indicate the kind 
of death he was to die. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Pr. Rebecca Grate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON SONG CHANGE MY HEART, O GOD ELW 801 
 

 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You wash us through and through and remember our sin no more. Make your church a 
community of forgiveness throughout the world. Give your people courage to forgive; 
through them show the world new possibilities. Bless ministries of repentance and 
reconciliation. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You fill the earth—from tiny grains of wheat to the mighty thunder—with your 
presence, and you call us to attend to your will for all creation. Grant weather that 
prepares the soil for seeds; protect all from violent storms, flooding, and wildfires. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You promise to write your law on our hearts. Guide citizens throughout the world to 
shape communities that reflect your mercy, justice, and peace, and give them creativity 
to work for the welfare of all. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You sustain us with your bountiful Spirit. Restore the joy of all who need to know your 
presence: those who are lonely or feel unforgivable, those who need healing of mind or 
body, those who are dying, and all who grieve, especially those we name before you, 
spoken or silently. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 



Jesus calls us to follow him in life and death. Empower this congregation in 
discipleship. Equip children and teachers in Sunday school, confirmation, and learning 
ministries. Give us your truth and wisdom and teach us to follow Jesus. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the cross of Christ, your name is glorified. We praise you for those who have given us 
words to worship you. With all those who have died in Christ, bring us into life 
everlasting. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG         JUST A CLOSER WALK WITH THEE   

Margaret Allen, vocal 
Zach Ruppel, piano 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 
bread from heaven.  Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to 
life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

 
 
 



+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 

Please gather your consecrated Communion elements.   
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
At this time, you are invited to open your consecrated Communion elements.  As you 
eat the bread, remember “This is the body of Christ, broken for you.”  And as you drink 
the wine, remember “This is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.”  
If you have not yet been able to pick up your elements, please contact Pastor Jon, 
Pastor Rebecca or the church office to do so this week.   
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
God of steadfast love, in this meal you gather your people into one body for the sake 
of the world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love 
that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+  +  +  SENDING  +  +  + 
 

BLESSING 
 

You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 
holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you + that you may be a 
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG    THE WONDERFUL CROSS    
 

When I survey the wondrous cross on which the Prince of glory died, 
My richest gains I count but loss and pour contempt on all my pride.  
 
See from His head, His hands, His feet, sorrow and love flow mingled down. 
Did e’er such love and sorrow meet or thorns compose so rich a crown? 

 
CHORUS  
Oh, the wonderful cross! Oh, the wonderful cross  
bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 
Oh, the wonderful cross! Oh, the wonderful cross! 
All who gather here by grace draw near and bless Your name.  
 
Were the whole realm of nature mine, that were an off’ring far too small. 
Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all!  (chorus) 
 
Oh, the wonderful cross! Oh, the wonderful cross  
bids me come and die and find that I may truly live. 
 
Love so amazing, so divine demands my soul, my life, my all!   
    



DISMISSAL 
 
Following Jesus, let us go: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others! Thanks be to God!  
 
POSTLUDE  FANTASTIA IN G MAJOR by J.S. Bach 

 
 
 
Thank you to Kaitlyn Drake for recording the readings for today and to Margaret Allen 

and Zach Ruppel for providing special music. 
 
 
 
 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

John, Jill & Jeremy Garlitz 
Tom & Jodi Gasper 

Corinne Gindroz 
Mike & Virgie Gmerek 

Rick Garrison 

Daniel & Linda Gaese 
John & Amy Gleason 

John & Diana Goedeking 
Tom & Elaine Goias 

Lou Goodrich

 
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 
 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
Yingzhou (Joe) Hu Contemporary Keyboardist 
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