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The fourth of the Old Testament promises providing a baptismal lens this Lent is the promise 
God makes to Moses: those who look on the bronze serpent will live. In today’s gospel Jesus 
says he will be lifted up on the cross like the serpent, so that those who look to him in faith 

will live. When we receive the sign of the cross in baptism, that cross becomes the sign we can 
look to in faith for healing, for restored relationship to God, for hope when we are dying. 
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PRELUDE REVERIE   by G. Blake 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, the keeper of the covenant, the source of 
steadfast love, our rock and our redeemer. 
 
Amen. 
 
God hears us when we cry, and draws us close in Jesus Christ. Let us return to the one 
who is full of compassion. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Fountain of living water, 
pour out your mercy over us.  Our sin is heavy, and we long to be free.  Rebuild 
what we have ruined and mend what we have torn.  Wash us in your cleansing 
flood.  Make us alive in the Spirit to follow in the way of Jesus, as healers and 
restorers of the world you so love. 
Amen. 
 
Beloved, God’s word never fails.  The promise rests on grace: by the saving love of 
Jesus Christ, the wisdom and power of God, your sins are + forgiven, and God 
remembers them no more.  Journey in the way of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
WELCOME SONG     AMAZING GRACE (MY CHAINS ARE GONE)     

 
Amazing grace! How sweet the sound, that saved a wretch like me!   
I once was lost, but now I’m found, was blind, but now I see.  

 
‘Twas grace that taught my heart to fear, and grace my fears relieved;  
How precious did that grace appear the hour I first believed!   
 
CHORUS   
My chains are gone, I’ve been set free.  
My God, my Savior has ransomed me,  
and like a flood His mercy reigns;  
unending love, amazing grace.  (repeat) 
     
The earth shall soon dissolve like snow, the sun forbear to shine;  
but God, who called me here below, will be forever mine;  
will be forever mine.   You are forever mine. 
 
GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, rich in mercy, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world and 
rescued us from the hopelessness of death. Lead us into your light, that all our deeds 
may reflect your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE    Where’s Martin? 

 

 



+   +    +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
FIRST READING Numbers 21:4-9 
 

Though God provides food and water for the Israelites in the wilderness, they whine 
and grumble. They forget about the salvation they experienced in the exodus. God 
punishes them for their sin, but when they repent God also provides a means of 
healing: a bronze serpent lifted up on a pole. 
 
4From Mount Hor [the Israelites] set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the 
land of Edom; but the people became impatient on the way. 5The people spoke against 
God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the 
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we detest this miserable food.” 
6Then the LORD sent poisonous serpents among the people, and they bit the people, so 
that many Israelites died. 7The people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned by 
speaking against the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD to take away the serpents 
from us.” So Moses prayed for the people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; and everyone who is bitten shall look at it and 
live.” 9So Moses made a serpent of bronze, and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 
serpent bit someone, that person would look at the serpent of bronze and live. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING                Ephesians 2:1-10 
 
While we were dead in our sinfulness, God acted to make us alive as a gift of grace in 
Christ Jesus. We are saved not by what we do but by grace through faith. Thus our 
good works are really a reflection of God’s grace at work in our lives. 
 
1You were dead through the trespasses and sins 2in which you once lived, following the 
course of this world, following the ruler of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 
work among those who are disobedient. 3All of us once lived among them in the 
passions of our flesh, following the desires of flesh and senses, and we were by nature 
children of wrath, like everyone else. 4But God, who is rich in mercy, out of the great 
love with which he loved us 5even when we were dead through our trespasses, made us 
alive together with Christ—by grace you have been saved—6and raised us up with him 



and seated us with him in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the ages to 
come he might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward us in 
Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own 
doing; it is the gift of God—9not the result of works, so that no one may boast. 10For we 
are what he has made us, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 
beforehand to be our way of life. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG  

 
 
GOSPEL John 3:14-21 
 

To explain the salvation of God to the religious leader, Nicodemus, Jesus refers to the 
scripture passage quoted in today’s first reading. Just as those who looked upon the 
bronze serpent were healed, so people will be saved when they behold Christ lifted up 
on the cross. 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 



[Jesus said:] 14“Just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of 
Man be lifted up, 15that whoever believes in him may have eternal life. 
  16“For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes 
in him may not perish but may have eternal life. 
  17“Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in 
order that the world might be saved through him. 18Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already, because they have 
not believed in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their 
deeds were evil. 20For all who do evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed. 21But those who do what is true come to the light, so 
that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Pr. Jonathan Bull 
 
SERMON SONG WHO AM I 
 
Who am I, that the Lord of all the earth 
Would care to know my name, would care to feel my hurt? 
Who am I, that the Bright and Morning Star 
Would choose to light the way for my ever-wand’ring heart? 
 
CHORUS 
Not because of who I am, but because of what You've done. 
Not because of what I've done, but because of who You are. 
I am a flower quickly fading, here today, and gone tomorrow, 
A wave tossed in the ocean, a vapor in the wind. 
Still You hear me when I'm calling. Lord, You catch me when I'm falling, 
And You've told me who I am: I am Yours, I am Yours. 
 
Who Am I, that the eyes that see my sin 
Would look on me with love and watch me rise again? 
Who am I, that the voice that calmed the sea 
Would call out through the rain and calm the storm in me?  (chorus) 
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Relying on the promises of God, we pray boldly for the church, the world, and all in 
need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You sent your Son that the world might be saved through him. Inspire the witness of 
the church throughout the world. Empower missionaries, Bible translators, and 
ministries of service in your name. Bless our partners in ministry, our ELCA global 
partner churches, and Young Adults in Global Mission. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 



From east to west your steadfast love is shown. Nourish seas and deserts, wilderness 
areas and cities. Give water to thirsty lands; nurture spring growth that feeds hungry 
creatures; bless farmers as they prepare for the growing season. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You sustained your people in the wilderness. Give courage to all who lead in times of 
crisis and scarce resources. Prosper the work of those who aid victims of famine and 
drought. Bring peace in places where scarce resources cause violence. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Your mercy endures forever. Deliver all who cry to you, especially those who are hungry 
or without homes. Give life in places where death seems triumphant; give healing to 
those who are sick and comfort to those who mourn, especially those we name before 
you, spoken or silently. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
By grace we have been saved. Fill this congregation to overflowing with that grace, that 
we show mercy to others. Nourish any in our midst who are hungry, especially children, 
and bless our ministries of feeding and shelter. Give us patience and courage when the 
way seems long. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Your Son was lifted up that whoever believes might have eternal life. We praise you for 
all who have died in Christ. Bring us with all the saints into the fullness of your 
promises. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
We entrust ourselves and all our prayers to you, O faithful God, through Jesus Christ 
our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
 



OFFERING SONG     MY FAITH LOOKS UP TO THEE       ELW 759 

 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
Faithful God, you walk beside us in desert places, and you meet us in our hunger with 
bread from heaven.  Accompany us in this meal, that we may pass over from death to 
life with Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 



+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 

Please gather your consecrated Communion elements.   
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
COMMUNION 
 

At this time, you are invited to open your consecrated Communion elements.  As you 
eat the bread, remember “This is the body of Christ, broken for you.”  And as you drink 
the wine, remember “This is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.”  
If you have not yet been able to pick up your elements, please contact Pastor Jon, 
Pastor Rebecca or the church office to do so this week.   
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
God of steadfast love, in this meal you gather your people into one body for the sake 
of the world.  Send us in the power of your Spirit, that our lives bear witness to the love 
that has made us new in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+  +  +  SENDING  +  +  + 
 
BLESSING 
 
You are what God made you to be: created in Christ Jesus for good works, chosen as 
holy and beloved, freed to serve your neighbor.  God bless you + that you may be a 
blessing, in the name of the holy and life-giving Trinity. 
Amen. 

 
SENDING SONG    AT THE FOOT OF THE CROSS    
     
At the foot of the cross, where grace and suffering meet,  
You have shown me Your love through the judgment You received;  
And You've won my heart, and You've won my heart;  
 
CHORUS  
Now I can trade these ashes in for beauty,  
And wear forgiveness like a crown;   
Coming to kiss the feet of mercy,  
I lay ev’ry burden down at the foot of the cross.  
 
At the foot of the cross where I am made complete, 
You have given me life through the death You bore for me;  
And You've won my heart, and You've won my heart;  (chorus) 
 
Trade these ashes in for beauty, and wear forgiveness like a crown; 
Coming to kiss the feet of mercy, I lay ev’ry burden down  
At the foot of the cross. 
 



And You've won my heart, and You've won my heart;  
 
Now I can trade these ashes in for beauty, 
And wear forgiveness like a crown;  
Coming to kiss the feet of mercy,  
I lay ev’ry burden down. I lay ev’ry burden down.  
I lay ev’ry burden down at the foot of the cross.    
Ah, ah; at the foot of the cross.  Ah, ah; at the foot of the cross.    
Ah, ah; at the foot of the cross. 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Following Jesus, let us go: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others! Thanks be to God!  
 
POSTLUDE  AMAZING GRACE arr by E. Rocherolle 
 
 
 
 
 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Dave & Pat Ewing  
Troy, Connie, Riley, Sean & Quinn Farrell 

Don & Mary Jo Fitzpatrick 
Frank & Jean Forsythe 

Scott & Trish Furst 

John & Liza Farnlacher 
Judy Fennig 

Joe & Diane Fleck 
Conrad Fuchs 

Tracy & Leo Garcia

 
 
 
 
 



WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 
 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
Yingzhou (Joe) Hu Contemporary Keyboardist 
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