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A house divided against itself cannot stand. Jesus makes this observation in light of charges that he is 

possessed. He is possessed, not by a demon, but by the Holy Spirit. We who have received the Holy 
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body of Christ. Those with whom we sing and pray this day are Jesus’ family. With them we go forth in 

peace to do the will of God. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC    PIANO SKETCH NO. 1   by Philip Cordell 

Philip Cordell, piano 
 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

PRELUDE   WHAT GOD ORDAINS IS ALWAYS GOOD, SERVUS GASTORIUS 

 by J.S. Bach, BWV 250, arr. by Dan Forrest 
  

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 

Please stand as you are able  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

 

We gather for worship in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 

Spirit.  

Amen.  

 

Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 

secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 

that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 

Christ our Lord.  

Amen.  

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  

 

Most merciful God,   

we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 

against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 

have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 

our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 

us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 

walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.  

 

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 

forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 

by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 

name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.   



WELCOME SONG         WILL YOU COME AND FOLLOW ME               ELW 798 

 

 
 



GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

KYRIE 

 

 
 

 



 
 

NOW THE FEAST AND CELEBRATION 

 

 



 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

All-powerful God, in Jesus Christ you turned death into life and defeat into victory. 

Increase our faith and trust in him, that we may triumph over all evil in the strength of 

the same Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

Amen. 

 

 
 



+   +    +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
Please be seated  

FIRST READING Genesis 3:8-15 

 

Immediately after Adam and Eve eat the forbidden fruit, they hide from God. Neither 

takes responsibility for their sin, instead blaming each other, the snake, and even God. 

The curse on the snake was understood as a messianic prophecy by the early church, 

who associated Eve’s “offspring” with Christ. 

 
8[Adam and Eve] heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time of 

the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of 

the LORD God among the trees of the garden.9But the LORD God called to the man, and 

said to him, “Where are you?” 10He said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and I 

was afraid, because I was naked; and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you 

were naked? Have you eaten from the tree of which I commanded you not to 

eat?” 12The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit 

from the tree, and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you 

have done?” The woman said, “The serpent tricked me, and I ate.” 14The LORD God said 

to the serpent, 

 “Because you have done this, 

  cursed are you among all animals 

  and among all wild creatures; 

 upon your belly you shall go, 

  and dust you shall eat 

  all the days of your life. 

 15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

  and between your offspring and hers; 

 he will strike your head, 

  and you will strike his heel.” 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 

 

 

 



SECOND READING                2 Corinthians 4:13-5:1 
 

Life in the present is transitory and cannot compare with the eternal home God has 

prepared for us. So we do not despair no matter what life might bring because we 

know that as God raised Jesus from the dead, God promises to bring us into eternal 

life. 

 
13Just as we have the same spirit of faith that is in accordance with scripture—“I 

believed, and so I spoke”—we also believe, and so we speak, 14because we know that 

the one who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus, and will bring us with 

you into his presence. 15Yes, everything is for your sake, so that grace, as it extends to 

more and more people, may increase thanksgiving, to the glory of God. 

 

  16So we do not lose heart. Even though our outer nature is wasting away, our inner 

nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary affliction is preparing 

us for an eternal weight of glory beyond all measure, 18because we look not at what 

can be seen but at what cannot be seen; for what can be seen is temporary, but what 

cannot be seen is eternal. 

 5:1For we know that if the earthly tent we live in is destroyed, we have a building from 

God, a house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 

 

Word of God, Word of Life. 

Thanks be to God. 

 
Please stand as you are able  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 

  

 



GOSPEL Mark 3:20-35 

 

In response to charges that he is possessed, Jesus wonders aloud how anyone who is 

demon-possessed can cast out demons. Those who do the will of God are possessed 

by the Holy Spirit, siblings of Christ. 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus went home;] 20and the crowd came together again, so that [Jesus and the 

disciples] could not even eat. 21When his family heard it, they went out to restrain him, 

for people were saying, “He has gone out of his mind.” 22And the scribes who came down 

from Jerusalem said, “He has Beelzebul, and by the ruler of the demons he casts out 

demons.” 23And he called them to him, and spoke to them in parables, “How can Satan 

cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that kingdom cannot stand. 25And 

if a house is divided against itself, that house will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has 

risen up against himself and is divided, he cannot stand, but his end has come. 27But no 

one can enter a strong man’s house and plunder his property without first tying up the 

strong man; then indeed the house can be plundered. 

  28“Truly I tell you, people will be forgiven for their sins and whatever blasphemies they 

utter; 29but whoever blasphemes against the Holy Spirit can never have forgiveness, but 

is guilty of an eternal sin”—30for they had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

  31Then his mother and his brothers came; and standing outside, they sent to him and 

called him. 32A crowd was sitting around him; and they said to him, “Your mother and 

your brothers and sisters are outside, asking for you.” 33And he replied, “Who are my 

mother and my brothers?” 34And looking at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are 

my mother and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God is my brother and sister 

and mother.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 
Please be seated  

SERMON Pr. Rebecca Grate 

 
 

 

 

 



Please stand as you are able  

SERMON SONG CHILD OF THE WATER  

 

CHORUS     

You’re a child of the water, child of the word,  

Guided by promise and stories you’ve heard. 

God of the wounded knows you by name  

And carries you home ev’ry-day. 

 

From your first breath to the last step, all of the dance; 

Down deep in your laughter, whatever your fears,  

Try to remember… (chorus)  

 

Life is a gift, time carries on, and you will grow; 

Amidst your believing and throughout your doubt,  

Something is sure… (chorus)  

 

We journey together as children of God, sealed by the cross… (chorus x2)   

 
 

Please be seated  

+++ AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM +++ 
 

We present these young men and woman, who desires to make public affirmation of 

their baptism: 

 

Thomas Kenneth Dalton 

Joel Alan Hyer 

Caroline Grace Mujic  

 

Let us pray.  

Merciful God, we thank you for these siblings in Christ, whom you have made your own 

by water and the Word in baptism. You have called them to yourself, enlightened them 

with the gifts of your Spirit, and nourished them in the community of faith.  Uphold 

your servants in the gifts and promises of baptism, and unite the hearts of all whom 

you have brought to new birth. We ask this in the name of Christ. 

Amen. 



PROFESSION OF FAITH – CONFIRMANDS ONLY 

I ask you to profess your faith in Christ Jesus, reject sin, and confess the faith of the 

church. 

 

Do you renounce the devil and all the forces that defy God? If so, say, “I renounce 

them.” 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the powers of this world that rebel against God? If so, say, “I 

renounce them.” 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you renounce the ways of sin that draw you from God? If so, say, “I renounce them.” 

I renounce them. 

 

Do you believe in God the Father? 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, 

and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again; he 

ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will 

come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit?  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  

 

AFFIRMATION OF BAPTISM 

 

You have made public profession of your faith. Do you intend to continue in the 

covenant God made with you in holy baptism:  

to live among God's faithful people,  

to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's Supper,  

to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,  

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,  

and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth? 



If so, say, “I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.” 

I do, and I ask God to help and guide me.  

 

People of God, do you promise to support these brothers and sisters and pray for them 

in their life in Christ? 

 

If so, say, “We do, and we ask God to help and guide us.” 

We do, and we ask God to help and guide us. 

 

Laying both hands on the head of each confirmand, the minister prays for each: 

 

Thomas Kenneth Dalton 
Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:21) 

  

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Thomas Kenneth the gift of your Holy Spirit; 

confirm his faith, guide his life and empower him in his serving, give him patience in 

suffering, and bring him to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

Joel Alan Hyer 
Be strong and courageous; do not be frightened or dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you 

wherever you go. (Joshua 1:9) 

 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Thomas Kenneth the gift of your Holy Spirit; 

confirm his faith, guide his life and empower him in his serving, give him patience in 

suffering, and bring him to everlasting life. 

Amen. 

 

Caroline Grace Mujic 

In the same way, when God desired to show even more clearly to the heirs of the promise the 

unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it by an oath, so that through two 

unchangeable things, in which it is impossible that God would prove false, we who have taken refuge 

might be strongly encouraged to seize the hope set before us. We have this hope, a sure and 

steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters the inner shrine behind the curtain. (Hebrews 6:17-19) 

 

Father in heaven, for Jesus’ sake, stir up in Caroline Grace the gift of your Holy Spirit; 

confirm her faith, guide her life and empower her in her serving, give her patience in 

suffering, and bring her to everlasting life.  

Amen. 



Please stand as you are able 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Each petition ends with, “Lord, in your mercy,” 

Please respond with, “hear our prayer.”. 

 

Let us come before the triune God in prayer. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

God of wholeness, we pray for believers all over the globe. Unify us in service of the 

gospel, that we may work together as beloved siblings to share your love with all. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of the cosmos, we pray for creation; the gardens, waterways and creatures near to 

us and diverse forms of life that remain unseen. Teach us to treat the natural world with 

reverence, seeking restoration when human divisions have caused harm to your 

beloved creation. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of all people, we pray for harmony among the nations. Cast out from us unclean 

spirits of greed and fear that we may work in solidarity with one another for the 

common good. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 
 

God of abundance, we pray for those who are oppressed or in any need, especially 

those we name before you now, spoken or silently. Encourage those who have begun 

to lose heart. Strengthen and renew us with your Spirit. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of righteousness, we pray for this holy house of worship. Set our gaze upon things 

eternal, that in thanksgiving for your mercy, we may extend grace to more and more 

people. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 



We give you thanks, O God, that through water and the Holy Spirit you give us new 

birth. Cleanse us from sin and raise us to eternal life. Give to Thomas Kenneth, Joel 

Alan, and Caroline Grace the gift of your Holy Spirit. Give them the spirit of wisdom and 

understanding, the Spirit of counsel and joy as they continue to grow in faith towards 

you. Help them live their lives as faithful disciples. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

God of the ages, in your goodness you have sent us faithful witnesses for every time 

and place. We give you thanks for those saints who now rest in your eternal mercy. 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

We lift our prayers to you, O God, trusting in your abiding grace. 

Amen. 

 

PEACE 

 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 
Please be seated  

OFFERING 

 

OFFERING SONG               I’VE GOT THE JOY 
 

I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart,  

down in my heart, down in my heart. 

I've got the joy, joy, joy, joy, down in my heart, 

down in my heart to stay.  

 

CHORUS 

And I'm so happy, so very happy.  I've got the love of Jesus in my heart.  And I'm so 

happy, so very happy.  I've got the love of Jesus in my heart. 

 

I have the peace that passeth understanding down in my heart,  

down in my heart, down in my heart. 

I have the peace that passeth understanding down in my heart,  

down in my heart to stay.  (CHORUS) 



I have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, down in my heart, 

down in my heart, down in my heart. 

I have the love of Jesus, love of Jesus, down in my heart, 

down in my heart to stay. (CHORUS) 

 

For there is therefore now no condemnation, down in my heart,  

down in my heart, down in my heart. 

For there is therefore now no condemnation, down in my heart, 

down in my heart to stay. (CHORUS) 

 
Please stand as you are able  

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast 

of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make 

us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 

Amen. 

 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 

THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 

In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 

it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 

this for the remembrance of me.  
 

Again, after the supper, he took the cup and gave thanks, and gave for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for forgiveness of 

sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 

INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 

It is made ready for those who love God  

 and for those who want to love God more. 

So come, you who have much faith  

 and you who have little; 

You who have been here often  

 and you who have not been here long; 

You who have tried to follow  

 and you who have failed.   

Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 



Please be seated  

COMMUNION 

 

LAMB OF GOD    

  

 
 
Please stand as you are able 

POST COMMUNION BLESSING 

 

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 

Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THANKS BE TO YOU 

 

 
 

 

 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 

 

Let us pray. 

Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As 

you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 

life.  In your name we pray. 

Amen. 

 

+  +  +  SENDING  +  +  + 
 

BLESSING 

 

The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, + be upon 

you now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

SENDING SONG  RISE, SHINE, YOU PEOPLE!    ELW 665 

      

 



DISMISSAL 
 

Because Christ is risen, we 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God!  
 

POSTLUDE  POSTLUDE IN F    by Lee Ellis 

 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Evelyn Pagura 

Cathy Patton 

Tom & Georgia Peet 

Bev & Matthew Phipps 

Andrew Prior 

Kathleen Palmer 

Richard & Jean Patton 

Tony, Joanne, Jessica & Tyler Peterson 

Carol Prim 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 

Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 

Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 

Judy McLeod Handbell Director 

Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 

Philip Cordell Organist 

Yingzhou (Joe) Hu Contemporary Keyboardist 
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