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PRELUDE O BLESSED SPRING ROBERT BUCKLEY FARLEE 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy 
is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us.  You are acquainted with all our ways.  We confess 
that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that 
bind us.  We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.  We distrust 
those who are not like us.  We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to 
consider generations to come.  Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and 
left undone.  Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive 
them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace!  Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus, our sins 
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out 
Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
  



WELCOME SONG GOD, WHOSE ALMIGHTY WORD ELW 673 

 
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 

 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Holy God, creator of light and giver of goodness, your voice moves over the waters. 
Immerse us in your grace, and transform us by your Spirit, that we may follow after 
your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Where’s Martin? 
 

+   +		 +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
FIRST READING Genesis 1:1-5 
 
1In the beginning when God created the heavens and the earth, 2the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind from God swept 
over the face of the waters. 3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 
4And God saw that the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 
5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening and 
there was morning, the first day. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SECOND READING Acts 19:1-7 
 
1While Apollos was in Corinth, Paul passed through the interior regions and came to 
Ephesus, where he found some disciples. 2He said to them, “Did you receive the Holy 
Spirit when you became believers?” They replied, “No, we have not even heard that 
there is a Holy Spirit.” 3Then he said, “Into what then were you baptized?” They 
answered, “Into John’s baptism.” 4Paul said, “John baptized with the baptism of 
repentance, telling the people to believe in the one who was to come after him, that is, 
in Jesus.” 5On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6When 
Paul had laid his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came upon them, and they spoke in 
tongues and prophesied—7altogether there were about twelve of them. 
 

Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 



GOSPEL SONG LET THE RIVER FLOW 
  

Let the poor man say, “I am rich in Him,”  
Let the lost man say, “I am found in Him,” 
And let the river flow; 
 
Let the blind man say, “I can see again,” 
Let the dead man say, “I am born again,” 
And let the river flow, let the river flow. 
 
CHORUS 
Let the river flow, let the river flow; 
Holy Spirit, come, move in power. 
Let the river flow, let the river flow; 
Holy Spirit, come, move in power. (repeat) 
 
Let the river flow, let the river flow, let the river flow. 

 
GOSPEL Mark 1:4-11 
 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
4John the baptizer appeared in the wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. 5And people from the whole Judean countryside and all the 
people of Jerusalem were going out to him, and were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with camel’s hair, with a leather belt around 
his waist, and he ate locusts and wild honey. 7He proclaimed, “The one who is more 
powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to stoop down and untie the thong 
of his sandals. 8I have baptized you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
 
  9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was baptized by John in the 
Jordan. 10And just as he was coming up out of the water, he saw the heavens torn apart 
and the Spirit descending like a dove on him. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are 
my Son, the Beloved; with you I am well pleased.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



SERMON Pr. Rebecca Grate 
 
SERMON SONG CHRIST, WHEN FOR US YOU WERE BAPTIZED ELW 304 

 

 



THE NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith 
 

We believe in one God, 
the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 
  



PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

For the church throughout the world and its leaders, that guided by the Holy Spirit they 
proclaim the forgiveness of sins, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For wilderness and water, wind and wild beasts, and all living things on earth, that 
God’s goodness is revealed through creation and faithful stewards care for all God has 
made, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the nations of the world and their leaders, for laborers busy both day and night, 
and for peacemakers amid strife, that God inspire all people to use their strength 
wisely, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the sick and those who provide medical care, for the imprisoned and those who 
show them mercy, for the lonely and those who provide companionship, for all who 
suffer, especially those we name before you, spoken or silently, that God shower 
compassion, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For the congregation gathered here, for students returning to school, for those seeking 
renewal in their daily work, that all the beloved of God experience grace and peace, let 
us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their labors, that their 
witness inspire us in our baptismal vocations, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 



PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG O HOW JOYFULLY ARR. CINDY BERRY 

Philip Cordell and Zach Ruppel, piano 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us:  like a mother receives her child, with arms 
open wide.  Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to 
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 

 
 



+ + + SENDING + + +  
 
BLESSING 
 
God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 
comforter + keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG CHILD OF THE WATER 
 

CHORUS 
You’re a child of the water, child of the word,  
Guided by promise and stories you’ve heard. 
God of the wounded knows you by name  
And carries you home ev’ry-day. 
 
From your first breath to the last step, all of the dance; 
Down deep in your laughter, whatever your fears,  
Try to remember… (chorus)  
 
Life is a gift, time carries on, and you will grow; 
Amidst your believing and throughout your doubt,  
Something is sure… (chorus)  
 
We journey together as children of God, sealed by the cross… (chorus x2)   

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Christ is born! Let us go: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others! Thanks be to God!  
 
POSTLUDE  WADE IN THE WATER BARBARA HARBACH 
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