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The Sundays after Epiphany began with Jesus’ baptism and end with three disciples’ vision of 
his transfiguration. In Mark’s story of Jesus’ baptism, apparently only Jesus sees the Spirit 

descending and hears the words from heaven. But now Jesus’ three closest friends hear the 
same words naming him God’s Beloved. As believers, Paul writes, we are enabled to see the 
God-light in Jesus’ face, because the same God who created light in the first place has shone 

in our hearts to give us that vision. The light of God’s glory in Jesus has enlightened us 
through baptism and shines in us also for others to see. 
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PRELUDE GOD AND GOD ALONE  Phil McHugh, arr. M. Hayes 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose voice is upon the waters, whose mercy 
is poured out upon all people, whose goodness cascades over all creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin, trusting in the abundant grace of God. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 
Holy God, 
you search us and know us.  You are acquainted with all our ways.  We confess 
that our hearts are burdened by sin—our own sins and the broken systems that 
bind us.  We turn inward, failing to follow your outward way of love.  We distrust 
those who are not like us.  We exploit the earth and its resources and fail to 
consider generations to come.  Forgive us, gracious God, for all we have done and 
left undone.  Even before the words are on our tongues, you know them; receive 
them in your divine mercy. 
Amen. 
 
How vast is God’s grace!  Through the power and promise of + Christ Jesus, our sins 
are washed away and we are claimed as God’s own beloved.  Indeed, we are forgiven.  
In the wake of God’s forgiveness, we are called to be the beloved community living out 
Christ’s justice and the Spirit’s reconciling peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



WELCOME SONG      HERE I AM TO WORSHIP 
 
Light of the world, You stepped down into darkness, opened my eyes, let me see. 
Beauty that made this heart adore You, hope of a life spent with You. 
 
REFRAIN 
Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down,  
here I am to say that You’re my God.   
You’re altogether lovely, altogether worthy,  
altogether wonderful to me. 
 
King of all days, oh so highly exalted, glorious in heaven above.   
Humbly you came to the earth You created.  All for love’s sake became poor.  (refrain)   
 
I’ll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross.  (repeat twice, then  
Refrain 2 times)   
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, the resplendent light of your truth shines from the mountaintop into our 
hearts. Transfigure us by your beloved Son, and illumine the world with your image, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 



+   +    +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
FIRST READING 2 Kings 2:1-12 
 
Today’s reading centers on the transfer of power and authority from the prophet Elijah 
to Elisha. Their travels, which retrace the path of Joshua back to Moab (the place where 
Moses died) and the parting of the waters, demonstrate that Elisha and Elijah are 
legitimate successors of the great prophet Moses. 
 
1Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and 
Elisha were on their way from Gilgal. 2Elijah said to Elisha, “Stay here; for the Lord has 
sent me as far as Bethel.” But Elisha said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I 
will not leave you.” So they went down to Bethel. 3The company of prophets who were 
in Bethel came out to Elisha, and said to him, “Do you know that today the Lord will 
take your master away from you?” And he said, “Yes, I know; keep silent.” 
  4Elijah said to him, “Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.” But he 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So they came to 
Jericho. 5The company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to 
him, “Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?” And he 
answered, “Yes, I know; be silent.” 
  6Then Elijah said to him, “Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.” But he 
said, “As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.” So the two of 
them went on. 7Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some 
distance from them, as they both were standing by the Jordan. 8Then Elijah took his 
mantle and rolled it up, and struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and 
to the other, until the two of them crossed on dry ground. 
  9When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, “Tell me what I may do for you, before 
I am taken from you.” Elisha said, “Please let me inherit a double share of your spirit.” 
10He responded, “You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.” 11As they continued walking and 
talking, a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah 
ascended in a whirlwind into heaven. 12Elisha kept watching and crying out, “Father, 
father! The chariots of Israel and its horsemen!” But when he could no longer see him, 
he grasped his own clothes and tore them in two pieces. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING        2 Corinthians 4:3-6 
 
The spotlight of Christian ministry is not on the people who carry out ministry but on 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Just as God made light shine at creation, God makes the light of 
Jesus Christ shine in our lives through Christian ministry. 
 
3Even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing. 4In their case the 
god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelievers, to keep them from seeing 
the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God. 5For we do not 
proclaim ourselves; we proclaim Jesus Christ as Lord and ourselves as your slaves for 
Jesus’ sake. 6For it is the God who said, “Let light shine out of darkness,” who has shone 
in our hearts to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus 
Christ. 
 
Word of God, word of life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
GOSPEL SONG CELTIC ALLELUIA 
  
Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia.  
 

You are the Christ everlasting, born for us all of a Virgin,  
You have conquered death, opened heaven to all believers.  
 

Alleluia, alleluia.  Alleluia, alleluia.  
 
GOSPEL Mark 9:2-9 
 

Mark’s gospel presents the transfiguration as a preview of what would become 
apparent to Jesus’ followers after he rose from the dead. Confused disciples are given a 
vision of God’s glory manifest in the beloved Son. 
 
The holy gospel according to Mark. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
2Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, 3and his clothes 
became dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. 4And there appeared 
to them Elijah with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. 5Then Peter said to Jesus, “Rabbi, 



it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and 
one for Elijah.” 6He did not know what to say, for they were terrified. 7Then a cloud 
overshadowed them, and from the cloud there came a voice, “This is my Son, the Beloved; 
listen to him!” 8Suddenly when they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, 
but only Jesus. 
 
  9As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what 
they had seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Pr. Jonathan Bull 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON SONG ALLELUIA, SONG OF GLADNESS ELW 318 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Guided by Christ made known to the nations, let us offer our prayers for the church, 
the world, and all people in need. 
 

A brief silence. 
 

For the gospel proclaimed in word and deed, for communities of faith far and near, and 
for all who show the face of Christ throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For creation: sun, moon and stars; life forming in the dark earth and ocean deep; 
mountains, clouds and storms, and creatures seen and unseen, and for the Holy Spirit’s 
guidance in our stewardship of God’s creation, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 



For those responsible for safety and protection: for emergency responders and security 
guards, attorneys and advocates, civil servants and leaders of governments, that they 
witness to mercy and justice throughout the world, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For all who suffer this day, especially those we name before you, spoken or silently, that 
Christ our healer transform sickness into health, loneliness into companionship, 
bereavement into consolation, and suffering into peace, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
For companions on life’s journey, for loved ones we have not seen for months, and for 
guidance during struggles we face, that God’s glory is revealed around and among us, 
let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
In thanksgiving for the faithful departed who now rest from their earthly pilgrimage, 
that their lives of service and prayer inspire us in our living, let us pray. 
Have mercy, O God. 
 
Merciful God, hear the prayers of your people, spoken or silent, for the sake of the one 
who dwells among us, your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG   THEY’LL KNOW WE ARE CHRISTIANS BY OUR LOVE    arr. Mark Hayes 

Zach Ruppel, Piano   
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
O God, receive these gifts as you receive us: like a mother receives her child, with arms 
open wide.  Nourish us anew in your tender care, and empower us in faithful service to 
tend to others with this same love, through Jesus Christ, our saving grace. 
Amen. 



+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 

Please gather your consecrated Communion elements.   
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
 

At this time, you are invited to open your consecrated Communion elements.  As you 
eat the bread, remember “This is the body of Christ, broken for you.”  And as you drink 
the wine, remember “This is the blood of Christ, shed for you for the forgiveness of sin.”  
If you have not yet been able to pick up your elements, please contact Pastor Jon, 
Pastor Rebecca or the church office to do so this week.   
 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 



PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 
Let us pray. 
Christ Jesus, at this table we have feasted on your very life and are strengthened for our 
journey.  Send us forth from this banquet nourished in body and in spirit to proclaim 
your good news and serve others in your name. 
Amen. 
 

+  +  +  SENDING  +  +  + 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Where’s Martin? 
 
BLESSING 
 

God the creator strengthen you; Jesus the beloved fill you; and the Holy Spirit the 
comforter + keep you in peace. 
Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG SHINE, JESUS SHINE           ELW 671  

 
DISMISSAL 
 
Following Jesus, let us go: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others! Thanks be to God!  
 
POSTLUDE  JESU DULCIS MEMORIA Philip G. Kreckel 



Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Dave & Dorothy Bystrom 
Mike, Jenny, Jonathan, Lucy,  

Alice & Charlotte Cafaro 
Denise Casari 
Melissa Castor 

Brandon & Amanda Chandos 

Tom & Peg Cady 
Don & Ann Carey  

 
Dave & Judy Castor 

Carol Chaffin 
Bruce & Beverly Cherry 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 
 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
Yingzhou (Joe) Hu Contemporary Keyboardist 
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