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Wisdom prepares a feast, sets her table, and invites all to come and eat her bread and drink her wine. 

The first chapter of John’s gospel owes much to the biblical tradition that imagined Wisdom as 
existing before anything was created and having a role in the work of creation. Christ, the wisdom of 

God (1 Cor. 1:24), today invites us to eat his flesh and drink his blood. John’s gospel includes no 
account of the institution of the Lord’s supper, but here we can't help hearing Jesus’ words as an 

invitation to the meal of bread and wine we share. 
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PRE-SERVICE MUSIC   SING A SONG         
by Mac Powell, David Carr, Tai Anderson, Brad Avery & Mark Lee 

St. Paul Praise Team 
 
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Please stand as you are able  
WELCOME SONG                      AGNUS DEI         

 
Alleluia, Alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns. 
Alleluia, Alleluia, for the Lord God Almighty reigns.  
Alleluia. 
 
Holy, holy are You, Lord God Almighty. 
Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb. 
You are holy, holy are You, Lord God Almighty. 
Worthy is the Lamb, worthy is the Lamb.  Amen. (Repeat all)  

 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
THE INVOCATION 
 
Friends in Christ, as we begin worship we invite you to put aside your busyness and 
to enter into the peace of God.  We invite you to leave your loneliness to enter into the 
fellowship of God’s people and above all, we invite you to leave your sagging spirits by 
lifting up your hearts in praise.   
 
We begin our worship as we live, in the name of the Father, and of the + Son and 
of the Holy Spirit.  
 
Gracious God, we are a broken people.  We have hurt ourselves, others and you,  
our loving God, both by what we have done, and by what we have left undone.    
In the name of Jesus, we pray that you forgive us and make us whole. 
 
 
 
 



CONFESSION 
 

 
 

 



ABSOLUTION 
 

 
 
(Spoken)  
It is my duty and delight to announce and declare that we who once were far off have 
been brought near through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  For He is our 
peace and He has broken down the dividing wall of hostility thus reconciling us both to 
God and to one another.  We are no longer strangers, but rather citizens and members 
of the household of faith.   
Thanks be to God!  
 
GREETING 
 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN OF PRAISE 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
Ever-loving God, your Son gives himself as living bread for the life of the world. Fill us 
with such a knowledge of his presence that we may be strengthened and sustained by 
his risen life to serve you continually, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+   +    +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
Please be seated  
FIRST READING Proverbs 9:1-6 
 

Wisdom is portrayed as a woman who invites people to partake of her banquet. Just as 
ordinary food is necessary for physical life, Wisdom’s food—insight and 
understanding—is necessary for fullness of life with God. Partaking of Wisdom’s 
banquet is the way to life. 
 

 1Wisdom has built her house, 
  she has hewn her seven pillars. 
 2She has slaughtered her animals, she has mixed her wine, 
  she has also set her table. 
 3She has sent out her servant-girls, she calls 
  from the highest places in the town, 
 4“You that are simple, turn in here!” 
  To those without sense she says, 
 5“Come, eat of my bread 
  and drink of the wine I have mixed. 
 6Lay aside immaturity, and live, 
  and walk in the way of insight.” 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

SECOND READING             Ephesians 5:15-20 
 

True wisdom integrates our new reality in Christ with our Christian fellowship and daily 
conduct. Because we are filled with the Spirit, Christians regularly rejoice together, give 
thanks to God for one another, and care for one another. In this way we revere our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 



15Be careful then how you live, not as unwise people but as wise, 16making the most of 
the time, because the days are evil. 17So do not be foolish, but understand what the will 
of the Lord is. 18Do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery; but be filled with 
the Spirit, 19as you sing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, 
singing and making melody to the Lord in your hearts, 20giving thanks to God the 
Father at all times and for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 

Word of God, Word of Life. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Please stand as you are able  
GOSPEL SONG 

 



GOSPEL                        John 6:51-58 
 

In John’s gospel, the feeding of the five thousand leads to extended teaching in which 
Jesus identifies himself as the true “bread of life.” Finally, in these verses, he makes a 
connection that would not be understood until after his death, in light of the church’s 
celebration of holy communion. 
 

The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
[Jesus said,] 51“I am the living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats of this 
bread will live forever; and the bread that I will give for the life of the world is my flesh.” 
  52The Jews then disputed among themselves, saying, “How can this man give us his 
flesh to eat?” 53So Jesus said to them, “Very truly, I tell you, unless you eat the flesh of 
the Son of Man and drink his blood, you have no life in you. 54Those who eat my flesh 
and drink my blood have eternal life, and I will raise them up on the last day; 55for my 
flesh is true food and my blood is true drink. 56Those who eat my flesh and drink my 
blood abide in me, and I in them. 57Just as the living Father sent me, and I live because 
of the Father, so whoever eats me will live because of me. 58This is the bread that came 
down from heaven, not like that which your ancestors ate, and they died. But the one 
who eats this bread will live forever.” 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
Please be seated  
SERMON Pr. Jonathan Bull 
 
Please stand as you are able  
SERMON SONG      EAT THIS BREAD 
 
REFRAIN  
Eat this bread, drink this cup,  
come to me and never be hungry. 
Eat this bread, drink this cup, 
trust in me and you will not thirst. (repeat first and last time only) 

 
Leader:  
I am the bread of life, the true bread sent from the Father.  (REFRAIN) 



Leader:  
Eat my flesh and drink my blood, and I will raise you up on the last day. (REFRAIN) 
 
Leader:  
Anyone who eats this bread, will live forever. (REFRAIN) 
 
THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 

Each petition ends with, “God, in your mercy,” 
Please respond with, “hear our prayer.”. 

 

Rooted in Christ and sustained by the Spirit, we offer our prayers for the church, the 
world, and all of creation. 
 

A brief silence. 
 



God of wisdom, enlighten your church. Guide theologians, biblical scholars, authors, 
and seminary professors as they seek greater knowledge and invite others into deeper 
understanding. Teach us to ask faithful questions and open our minds to new ideas. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of creation, mend the earth. Cool warming oceans and preserve melting ice caps. 
Increase our awareness of changing climate patterns and reveal new approaches to the 
ecological challenges we face. Shield those in the path of hurricanes or tropical storms. 
God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all nations, direct our leaders. Grant them courage to lay aside political grudges 
and renew their determination to address difficult conflicts. Guide them in the work of 
reconciliation. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of compassion, tend to the wounded. Rescue those tormented by mental illness or 
mired in addiction. Ease the anxiety of those struggling with dementia. Come quickly to 
help all who are grieving and all those who suffer, especially those we name before you 
spoken or silently. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of beauty, inspire artists. Bless those whose visual and musical gifts enliven this 
assembly. Bless the creative work of poets, hymn-writers, composers, painters, 
sculptors, and others that enrich our worship and daily life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of all, bring your Holy Spirit upon the newly baptized.  We especially pray for 
James Robert Rudd that he may grow in faith and love towards you.  Guide him, that he 
may live a life of faith.  God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
God of resurrection, bring us to new life. Give us the living bread from heaven through 
which we abide in your love, and on the last day raise us with all the saints to eternal 
life. God, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 



We lift these and all our prayers to you, O God, confident in the promise of your saving 
love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
Please be seated  
OFFERING 

 

 
 
OFFERING SONG 
 

 

Scan here to donate electronically. 



 
 
 

Please stand as you are able  
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, you have set this table with your very self, and called us to the feast 
of plenty.  Gather what has been sown among us, and strengthen us in this meal.  Make 
us to be what we receive here, your body for the life of the world. 
Amen. 
 

+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 

The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.  Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  



Again, after the supper, he took the cup and gave thanks, and gave for all to drink, 
saying: This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for 
forgiveness of sin.  Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER  
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let pray as Jesus taught us. 

 



INVITATION TO COMMUNION 
 

This is the table, not of the church, but of the Lord 
It is made ready for those who love God  
 and for those who want to love God more. 
So come, you who have much faith  
 and you who have little; 
You who have been here often  
 and you who have not been here long; 
You who have tried to follow  
 and you who have failed.   
Come, because it is the Lord who invites you. 
 
Please be seated  
COMMUNION 
 

The body of Christ, given for you. The blood of Christ, shed for you. 
Amen. 
 

COMMUNION SONG    BE THE CENTRE   
     
Jesus, be the centre, be my source, be my light.  Jesus. 
 
Jesus, be my vision, be my path, be my guide.  Jesus.  
 
CHORUS  
Be the fire in my heart, be the wind in these sails, 
be the reason that I live; Jesus, Jesus. 
 
Jesus, be the centre, be my source, be my light.  Jesus. 
Be my source, be my light.  Jesus.  Jesus.  Jesus. 
 
 
Please stand as you are able 
POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
 



POST COMMUNION PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Jesus, Bread of life, we have received from your table more than we could ever ask.  As 
you have nourished us in this meal, now strengthen us to love the world with your own 
life.  In your name we pray. 
Amen. 
 

+  +  +  SENDING  +  +  + 
 
BLESSING 
 
The blessing of God, who provides for us, feeds us, and journeys with us, + be upon 
you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG 
 

 
 



 

 



 
 
DISMISSAL 
 
Go in peace. Christ is calling you to: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God! 

POST-SERVICE MUSIC    TIS SO SWEET TO TRUST IN JESUS       Public Domain 
St. Paul Praise Team 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week:  
 

Nancy Yost 
 

Bob & Sue Young 
 Kyle, Jennifer, Lauren &  

Leah Young 
 

Bobbie Zdanis 

Guy & Kelly Zierk 
 

Gretchen, Chris &  
Megan Zody 

 Guy, Chasity, Tiffany &  
Sydney Zuelzke 

Jim & Annette Adams 
 

Mark, Katie, Lydia &  
James Adams 

Toni Alkire 
 

 
 
 

Scan here for our weekly announcements:  
 



 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 
Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PERMISSIONS 
Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright ©1989 National Council of the Churches of Christ in the 
United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide. 
 
Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 
sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. Permission is 
granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included. 
 
Immanuel Folk Service Music by Gail Caleca, words by Gail Caleca and William R. White © 1989 Gail Caleca. Used by Permission. 
 
Sing a Song, by Mac Powell, David Carr, Tai Anderson, Brad Avery & Mark Lee, © 2003 Consuming Fire Music, Used by Permission. CCLI 
License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Agnus Dei, by Michael W. Smith, © 1990 Sony/ATV Milene Music, Used by 
Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Eat This Bread, Text: John 6: adapted by Robert Batastini and Taizé 
Community; Music by Jacques Berthier, Tune: © 1984, Les Presses de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., Text adaptation: © 1984, Les Presses 
de Taizé, GIA Publications, Inc., Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved.; Permission to 
podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  Be the Centre, by Michael Fry, © 1999 
Vineyard Songs (UK/Eire), Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325.  Tis So Sweet to Trust in Jesus, 
Public Domain. 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Welcome to the Family! 

 
We celebrate the baptism of 

 
James Robert Rudd 

 
Son of 

Philip and Ashley Rudd 
 

Born: 
February 15, 2020 

 
Baptized: 

 August 15, 2021 
 
 

Sponsors:   
A.J. & Allison Hofer 

 
 

God bless you, Child of God! 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


