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Life and death stand side by side as we enter into Good Friday. In John’s passion account, Jesus 
reveals the power and glory of God, even as he is put on trial and sentenced to death. Standing with 
the disciples at the foot of the cross, we pray for the whole world in the ancient bidding prayer, as 
Christ’s death offers life to all. We gather in solemn devotion, but always with the promise that the 

tree around which we assemble is indeed a tree of life. We depart silently, and we anticipate the 
culmination of the Three Days in the Easter Vigil. 
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Notes on the Service 
 
The Office of Tenebrae is a Holy Week devotion that dates back to the 7th or 8th 
Century and is characterized by the successive extinguishing of candles as the service 
progresses. The readings are taken from the lessons appointed for Good Friday, 
walking us through the final moments of Jesus’ life. 
 
In keeping with the solemnity of this service, our prelude and postlude are intentionally 
silent.  We encourage you to create a calm, quiet environment in your home while 
watching this service. 
 
The dramatic feature of Tenebrae is the gradual extinguishing of all the lights in the 
church, except the Christ Candle. The candle is removed from view during the Service, 
leaving the church in darkness as Christ suffers death. A loud noise is made (the 
strepitus) during this part of the service, hearkening to the closing of the tomb and the 
earthquake of the Passion narrative. Then the Christ Candle is returned to its place in 
anticipation of Christ’s resurrection on Easter Sunday. 
 
Though there is no designated time to receive financial offerings during this service, 
donations can be mailed directly to St Paul Lutheran Church or by visiting our website 
to give electronically. 
 
This service will end in silence, inviting us to contemplate Jesus’ death and resurrection 
for the salvation of the world. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SILENT PROCESSION 
 

In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
Amen. 
 

Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 
 
BIDDING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray for the holy church throughout the world. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you have shown your glory to all nations in Jesus Christ.  By 
your Holy Spirit guide the church and gather it throughout the world.  Help it to 
persevere in faith, proclaim your name, and bring the good news of salvation in Christ to 
all people.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
  
Let us pray for Elizabeth and Suzanne our bishops, for Jonathan and Rebecca our 
pastors, for all servants of the church, and for all the people of God. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, your Spirit guides the church and makes it holy. Strengthen 
and uphold our bishops, pastors, deacons, other ministers, and lay leaders. Keep them in 
health and safety for the good of the church, and help each of us in our various vocations 
to do faithfully the work to which you have called us. We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for our siblings in faith who share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give your church unity.  Look with favor on all who follow 
Jesus your Son.  Make all the baptized one in the fullness of faith, and keep us united in 
the fellowship of love.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for the Jewish people, the first to hear the word of God. 
Silent prayer. 



Almighty and eternal God, long ago you gave your promise to Abraham and your 
teaching to Moses.  Hear our prayers that the people you called and elected as your own 
may receive the fulfillment of the covenant’s promises.  We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Let us pray for those who do not share our faith in Jesus Christ. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, gather into your embrace all those who call out to you under 
different names.  Bring an end to inter-religious strife, and make us more faithful 
witnesses of the love made known to us in your Son.  We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for those who do not believe in God. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you created humanity so that all may long to know you and 
find peace in you.  Grant that all may recognize the signs of your love and grace in the 
world and in the lives of Christians, and gladly acknowledge you as the one true God. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Let us pray for God's creation. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the creator of a magnificent universe. Hold all the 
worlds in the arms of your care and bring all things to fulfillment in you.  We ask this 
through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 

 
Let us pray for those who serve in public office. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you are the champion of the poor and oppressed.  In your 
goodness, give wisdom to those in authority, so that all people may enjoy justice, peace, 
freedom, and a share in the goodness of your creation.  We ask this through Christ our 
Lord. 
Amen. 



Let us pray for those in need. 
Silent prayer. 
 

Almighty and eternal God, you give strength to the weary and new courage to those who 
have lost heart.  Heal the sick, comfort the dying, give safety to travelers, free those 
unjustly deprived of liberty, and deliver your world from falsehood, hunger, and disease.  
Hear the prayers of all who call on you in any trouble, that they may have the joy of 
receiving your help in their need.  We ask this through Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE REPROACHES 
 

Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended 
you? Answer me. For I have raised you up out of the prison house of sin and death, and 
you have delivered up your Redeemer to be scourged. For I have redeemed you from 
the house of bondage, and you have nailed your Savior to the cross. O my people. 
 

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer;  
God eternal, leave us not to bitter death.  
O Lord, have mercy. 
 

Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended 
you? Answer me.  For I have conquered all your foes, and you have given me over and 
delivered me to those who persecute me.   For I have fed you with my Word and 
refreshed you with living water, and you have given me gall and vinegar to drink. O my 
people. 
 

Holy Lord God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer;  
God eternal, allow us not to lose hope in the face of death and hell.  
O Lord, have mercy. 
 

Thus says the Lord: What have I done to you, O my people, and wherein have I offended 
you? Answer me. What more could I have done for my vineyard than I have done for it? 
When I looked for good grapes, why did it yield only bad? My people, is this how you 
thank your God? O my people. 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty God, holy and most merciful Redeemer;  
God eternal, keep us steadfast in the true faith.  
O Lord, have mercy. 
 



HYMN                                             ABIDE WITH ME                                    ELW 629 
 

 
 



FIRST STATION 
 

Jesus Is Condemned To Death 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
As soon as it was morning, the chief priests held a consultation with the elders and scribes 
and the whole council.  They bound Jesus, led him away, and handed him over to Pilate.  
Pilate spoke to the crowd: “What do you wish me to do with the man you call the king 
of the Jews?”  They shouted back, “Crucify him!”  Pilate said to them, “Why, what evil has 
he done?”  But they shouted all the more, “Crucify him!”  So, after flogging Jesus, Pilate 
handed him over to be crucified. 
 
God did not spare his own Son,  
but delivered him up for us all. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                                             AH, HOLY JESUS    ELW 349 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 



Let us pray.  
 

Almighty God, your Son our Savior suffered at the hands of sinners and endured the 
shame of the cross.  Grant that we may walk in the way of his cross and find it the way 
of life and peace; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us.   
 

1st Candle Extinguished 
 

SECOND STATION 
 

Jesus Takes Up His Cross 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
Carrying the cross by himself, Jesus went out to the place called The Place of the Skull, 
which in Hebrew is called Golgotha. Although he was a Son, he learned obedience 
through what he suffered.  Like a lamb that is led to the slaughter and like a sheep that 
before its shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth.  Worthy is the Lamb who was 
slain to receive power and riches, and wisdom and strength, and honor and glory and 
blessing. 
 
The Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all: 
for the transgression of my people was he stricken. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC THE OLD RUGGED CROSS arr. by Charles Maggs 

The Bells of St Paul 
 
Let us pray.  
Almighty God, whose beloved Son willingly endured the agony and shame of the cross 
for our redemption: Give us courage to take up our cross and follow him; who lives and 
reigns forever and ever. 
Amen. 
 
 



Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us. 
 

2nd Candle Extinguished 
 
THIRD STATION  
  

The Cross Is Laid On Simon of Cyrene 
 
We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
As they led Jesus away, they seized a man, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming from the 
country, and they laid the cross on him, and made him carry it behind Jesus.  
 
“If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross 
and follow me.  Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.” 
 
Whoever does not carry the cross and follow me  
cannot be my disciple. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                               IN THE CROSS OF CHRIST I GLORY      ELW 324 
 

 
 

 
 



Let us pray.  
Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son came not to be served but to serve: Bless all who, 
following in his steps, give themselves to the service of others; that with wisdom, 
patience, and courage, they may minister in his name to the suffering, the friendless, and 
the needy; for the love of him who laid down his life for us, your Son our Savior Jesus 
Christ. 
Amen. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us. 
 

3rd Candle Extinguished 
 
FOURTH STATION 
 

Jesus Meets the Women of Jerusalem 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
A great number of the people followed Jesus, and among them were women who were 
wailing for him.  But Jesus turned to them and said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 
weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children.” 
 
Those who sowed with tears  
will reap with songs of joy. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                              ALAS! AND DID MY SAVIOR BLEED                    ELW 337 
 

 
 
Let us pray.  
Teach your church, O Lord, to mourn the sins of which it is guilty, and to repent and 
forsake them; that, by your pardoning grace, the results of our iniquities may not be 
visited upon our children and our children’s children; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us. 
 

4th Candle Extinguished 
 
FIFTH STATION 

Jesus Is Stripped Of His Garments 
 

 



We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you, 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
When they came to a place called Golgotha, they offered him wine to drink, mixed with 
gall; but when he tasted it, he would not drink it.  The soldiers divided his garments 
among them by casting lots.  This was to fulfill what the scripture says, “They divided my 
clothes among themselves, and for my clothing they cast lots.” 
 
They gave me gall to eat,  
and when I was thirsty they gave me vinegar to drink. 
 
HYMN     Go to Dark Gethsemane Hymn 347 

(vs 1 – 3) 

 

 

 

 



Let us pray.  
O God, your Son chose the path which led to pain before joy and the cross before 
glory.  Plant his cross in our hearts, so that in its power and love we may come at last to 
joy and glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us. 
 

5th Candle Extinguished 
 

SIXTH STATION 
 

Jesus Is Nailed To The Cross 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
When they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified Jesus; and 
with him they crucified two criminals, one on the right, and one on the left.  He poured 
out himself to death, and yet he bore the sin of many. 
 

They pierce my hands and my feet;  
they stare and gloat over me. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                                   ABOVE ALL   

Praise Band 
 
 

Let us pray.  
Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross that 
everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace.  So clothe us in your 
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you 
to the knowledge and love of you; for the honor of your name. 
Amen. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us. 
 

6th Candle Extinguished 



SEVENTH STATION 
 

Jesus Dies On The Cross 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 

  
When Jesus saw his mother and the disciple whom he loved standing beside her,  
he said to his mother, “Woman, behold your son.”   
 
Then he said to the disciple, “Behold your mother.”  And when Jesus had received the 
vinegar he said, “It is finished!”  Then he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 
 
Christ for us became obedient unto death,  
even death on a cross. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                         O THE DEEP, DEEP LOVE  by Duane Funderburk 

String Quartet: Maureen Case, Elaine Swinney, Daniel Wu, Isaiah Wu 
Piano: Zach Ruppel 

 
Let us pray.  
O God, you gave your only Son to suffer death on the cross for our redemption, and by 
his glorious resurrection you delivered us from the power of death.  Make us die every 
day to sin, so that we may live with him forever in the joy of the resurrection; who lives 
and reigns now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us. 
 

7th Candle Extinguished 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



EIGHTH STATION  
 

Jesus Is Laid In the Tomb 
 

We adore you, O Christ, and we bless you. 
By your holy cross you have redeemed the world. 
 
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who was 
also a disciple of Jesus.  He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.  Then Pilate 
ordered it to be given to him.  So Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen 
cloth and laid it in his own new tomb, which he had hewn in the rock.  He then rolled a 
great stone to the door of the tomb. 
 

You will not abandon me to the grave,  
nor let your holy one see corruption.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



HYMN                                   BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS                     ELW 338 
 

 
 
 
 
 



Let us pray.  
O God, your blessed Son was laid in a tomb in a garden, and rested on the Sabbath day.  
Grant that we who have been buried with him in the waters of baptism may find our 
perfect rest in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he lives and reigns forever and 
ever. 
Amen. 
  
Holy God, holy and mighty, holy and immortal,  
have mercy and hear us. 
 

The Christ Candle is removed . . . 
 

As the Christ Candle is removed, a bell will toll 33 times,  
one for every year of Christ’s life on earth. 

After a brief silence, the “Strepitus” is heard;  
this is a harsh noise indicating the closing of the tomb. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC WERE YOU THERE?         arr. by Cindy Berry 

Zach Ruppel, Piano 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Let us pray.  
We thank you, heavenly Father, that you have delivered us from the dominion of sin and 
death and brought us into the kingdom of your Son; and we pray that, as by his death 
he has recalled us to life, so by his love he may raise us to eternal joys; to Christ our Lord 
who loves us, washed us in his own blood, and made us a kingdom of priests to serve 
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

The Christ candle is brought back into our presence  
as a reminder of the promise of God’s eternal love. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



THE LORD’S PRAYER (Prayed in a whisper…) 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

Please join us tonight and tomorrow at 9pm for our Holy Week prayer vigil including 
readings, special music and prayer prompts.   
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