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The Easter season is a week of weeks, seven Sundays when we play in the mystery of Christ’s 
presence, mostly through the glorious Gospel of John. Today we gather with the disciples on 
the first Easter, and Jesus breathes the Spirit on us. With Thomas we ask for a sign, and Jesus 

offers us his wounded self in the broken bread. From frightened individuals we are 
transformed into a community of open doors, peace, forgiveness, and material sharing such 

that no one among us is in need. 
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PRELUDE ALLELUIA NO. 1 "ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA, GIVE THANKS" arr. Jeffrey Honore 
 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed!   
 
Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed!   
 
Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed, Alleluia!    
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  
 
We gather for worship in the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy 
Spirit.  
Amen.  
 
Almighty God, to whom all hearts are open, all desires known, and from whom no 
secrets are hid: cleanse the thoughts of our hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you and worthily magnify your holy name, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord.  
Amen.  
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another.  
 
Most merciful God,   
we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free ourselves. We have sinned 
against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we 
have left undone. We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved 
our neighbors as ourselves.  For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on 
us.  Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in your will and 
walk in your ways, to the glory of your holy name.  Amen.  
 
 



In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for his sake God 
forgives us all our sins.  As a called and ordained minister of the church of Christ, and 
by his authority, I therefore declare to you the entire forgiveness of all your sins, in the 
name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  
Amen.   
 
WELCOME SONG             RAISE A HALLELUJAH   
 
I raise a hallelujah, in the presence of my enemies. 
I raise a hallelujah, louder than the unbelief. 
I raise a hallelujah, my weapon is a melody. 
I raise a hallelujah, Heaven comes to fight for me. 
 
CHORUS 
I’m gonna sing, in the middle of the storm. 
Louder and louder, you’re gonna hear my praises roar. 
Up from the ashes, hope will arise. 
Death is defeated, the King is alive. 
 
I raise a hallelujah, with everything inside of me. 
I raise a hallelujah, I will watch the darkness flee. 
I raise a hallelujah, in the middle of the mystery. 
I raise a hallelujah, fear, you lost your hold on me. (CHORUS) 
 
Sing a little louder. (Sing a little louder.) 
Sing a little louder. (Sing a little louder.) 
Sing a little louder. (Sing a little louder.) 
Sing a little louder. (Sing a little louder.) 
 
Sing a little louder. (In the presence of my enemies.) 
Sing a little louder. (Louder than the unbelief.) 
Sing a little louder. (My weapon is a melody.) 
Sing a little louder. (Heaven comes to fight for me.) 
Sing a little louder. (CHORUS) 
 
I raise a hallelujah. (repeat 3 times) 
 
 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, with joy we celebrate the day of our Lord’s resurrection. By the grace of 
Christ among us, enable us to show the power of the resurrection in all that we say and 
do, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

+   +    +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
FIRST READING Acts 4:32-35 
 
While the apostles testified to others about the resurrection of Jesus, the early Christian 
community shared what they owned or sold their possessions to help their fellow 
believers who were in need. 
 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and soul, and no one 
claimed private ownership of any possessions, but everything they owned was held in 
common. 33With great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of 
the Lord Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person 
among them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to 
each as any had need. 
 
The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
 
 
 



SECOND READING                     1 John 1:1-2:2 
 

The opening of this letter serves as a reality check. The reality of God is light, but our 
confessed reality has been sin. God cleanses us from our sinful reality through Christ’s 
death so that we live in fellowship with Christ and walk in God’s light. 
 

1:1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, what we have 
seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life—2this life was revealed, and we have seen it and testify to it, and 
declare to you the eternal life that was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we 
declare to you what we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with 
us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 4We are 
writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
 
  5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light 
and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we have fellowship with him while 
we are walking in darkness, we lie and do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the 
light as he himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of 
Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is faithful and just 
will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have 
not sinned, we make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 
 
 2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may not sin. But if 
anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and 
he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the 
whole world. 
 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 

GOSPEL SONG YOU ARE MY KING (AMAZING LOVE) 
  
Amazing love! How can it be 
That You, my King, would die for me? 
Amazing love!  I know it’s true, 
and it’s my joy to honor You.  
 

In all I do, I honor You. 
In all I do, I honor You. 



GOSPEL John 20:19-31 
 
The story of Easter continues as the risen Jesus appears to his disciples. His words to 
Thomas offer a blessing to all who entrust themselves in faith to the risen Lord. 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to 
them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he 
had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 
forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are 
retained.” 
 
  24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to 
them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in the mark of 
the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.” 
  26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be 
with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out 
your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My 
Lord and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? 
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.” 
 
  30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written 
in this book. 31But these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may have life in his name. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Pr. Rebecca Grate 
 
 



SERMON SONG BY HIS WOUNDS  
  
He was pierced for our transgressions, and crushed for our sins, 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him. 
And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed.   
 
We are healed by Your sacrifice and the life that You gave. 
We are healed, for You paid the price; by Your grace we are saved, we are saved.   
  
He was pierced for our transgressions, He was crushed for our sins, 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon Him. 
And by His wounds, by His wounds we are healed.  
 
By His wounds, by His wounds. 
What can wash away my sin?  Nothing but the blood of Jesus. 
 
THE NICENE CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed. 
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
 
Alive in the risen Christ by the power of the Holy Spirit, we bring our prayers before 
God who promises to hear us and answer in steadfast love. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
You shower your church with grace, O God. Unite the whole church on earth, so that 
with one heart it testifies to the resurrection of Jesus Christ with power and love. Hear 
us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You proclaim the blessing of life forevermore. Like dew upon the mountains, refresh 
your creation. Restore waters, cleanse the air, and provide revitalizing moisture to 
parched land. Give your whole creation the promise of new life. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You direct the nations, O God. Guide all in authority, that they shepherd their peoples 
in the ways of your love. Defeat in us our impulse to war. Bestow the peace of Christ 
upon those in authority and breathe upon them the Holy Spirit. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 



You place within the heart of the church a spirit of sharing. Give us the power of your 
generous Spirit, that we provide for the needs of others. Announce your peace to those 
who are lonely, hurting, suffering, or afraid, especially those we name before you, 
spoken or silently. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You give us fellowship with one another in this faith community. Shine the light of the 
risen Christ in our life together, so that we live in love for one another and our joy may 
be complete. Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
You share the gift of eternal life. In thanksgiving and remembrance, we recall the lives 
and gifts of those who now live in endless joy. Unite us with them in resurrection hope. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
In the hope of new life in Jesus Christ, we raise our prayers to you, trusting in your 
never-ending goodness and mercy; through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
PEACE 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG       JESUS, THY BLOOD AND RIGHTEOUSNESS          arr. Howard Helvey   

Zach Ruppel, piano 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 

Let us pray. 
God of love, you call us beloved children and welcome us to your table. Receive our 
lives and the gifts we offer. Abide with us and send us in service to a suffering world; 
for the sake of your beloved Child, Jesus Christ. 
Amen. 
 

 



+   +    +   MEAL   +   +   + 
 
THE GREAT THANKSGIVING 
 
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you.  
 
Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord.  
 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise.  
 
WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; broke 
it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:  Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. Do 
this for the remembrance of me.  
 
Again, after the supper, he took the cup and gave thanks, and gave for all to drink, saying: 
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and all people for forgiveness of 
sin. Do this for the remembrance of me. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 



For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 
 
COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION SONG         BORNING CRY             ELW 732 
 

 



POST COMMUNION BLESSING 
 
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace. 
Amen. 
 
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
 

Let us pray. 
Wellspring of joy, through this meal you have put gladness in our hearts. Satisfy the 
hunger still around us, and send us as joyful witnesses, that your love may bring joy to 
the hearts of all people, through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 

+  +  +  SENDING  +  +  + 
 
BLESSING 
 
May our glorious God grant you a spirit of wisdom to know and to love the risen Lord 
Jesus. The God of life, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING SONG    ALLELUIA!  JESUS IS RISEN      ELW 377 
  

 



DISMISSAL 
 
Because Christ is risen, we 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others!  Thanks be to God!  
 
POSTLUDE  SONATA NO. 31 IN E MAJOR by Franz Josef Haydn 

 
 
 

Thank you to Gary Grieger for recording the readings and prayers for today. 
 
 
 
 

Please hold these individuals and families in prayer throughout this week: 

Mark, Joann, McKenna Hensely & Grace Lieb 
Greg & Kathy Holland 

Mary Huffman 
Steve, April, Joel, Zach & Collin Hyer 

Julie Jantz 

Ron & Diane Hernke 
Linda Honaker 

Rich, Amy, Haddie, Laney & Nellie Hunter 
Chad, Jennifer, Ethan & Emory Irwin 

Kay Jantz

 
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 
 

Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
Yingzhou (Joe) Hu Contemporary Keyboardist 
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