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This year, we have invited members of our congregation to write prayers to be

included in this prayer book, as a way of guiding our devotional life as we journey

through Advent toward the manger at Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.

Each day, you and your family will have the opportunity to read 4 readings and pray

a prayer together, one that has been written by a member of our congregation.

These prayers and readings will also be shared on the St. Paul Lutheran Church

Social Media accounts:

Facebook: @splcwesterville

Twitter: @splcwesterville

Instagram: @splcwesterville

We encourage you to forward this prayer book and to share the social media posts

with family and friends who would like to join us on this prayer journey.

This resource is free to use and distribute. We pray that our time spent in prayer and

devotion together will help us more clearly hear God's voice, calling us to "Make

Disciples. Live Faithfully. Serve Others." as we live in the time in between God coming

to dwell among us as a baby and Jesus' return where all things will be made new

and shalom will be restored.

Advent is a season filled with hope, wonder, expectation, and

preparations, within our homes, our hearts, and our life together as a

congregation.

ADVENT
Welcome to



NOVEMBER 28
Readings for today:

Jeremiah 33:14-16

Psalm 25:1-10

1 Thessalonians 3:9-13

Luke 21:25-36

Dear God,

Thank you for giving us signs in our lives to help us. Guide us to see the path that is best for us and to make decisions that will

fill our hearts. We pray in your Holy name.

Amen.

NOVEMBER 29
Readings for today:

Genesis 8:1-19

Psalm 124

Romans 6:1-11

Luke 21:20-24

Dearest God,

Thank you for blessing us with an abundant world. Thank you for standing with us in times of struggle, and thank you for

providing us with succor in times of relaxation and reflection. Your presence and support are always with us. Thank you for

all that you give us, today and every day.

Amen.

Amy Kessler

Brian Conklin



NOVEMBER 30
Readings for today:

Genesis 9:1-17

Psalm 124

Hebrews 11:32-40

Matthew 24:1-22

Dear Lord,

Help us graciously navigate the multiple sides of so many things. In your covenant with Noah, we can focus on the rain and

the storms and we can focus on the rainbow and your promise to be with us. The Israelites in the wilderness voiced

frustrations for hardships and voiced thanksgiving for manna. When we hear stories of your faithful people and the

persecutions they face, we can feel inadequate with our shortfalls and we can feel encouraged that your strength is in each

of us. Reading in scripture about the end times can fill us with fear at the days of trial and can fill us with peace at the coming

of your kingdom. This advent season we wait and prepare for your coming and we know that you are Emmanuel, God with

us now, today. Thank you for loving and accepting our many sides. Help us love and accept the many sides of others. In our

awkward moments and in our serenity, we pray.

Amen.

DECEMBER 1
Readings for today:

Isaiah 54:1-10

Psalm 124

1 Thessalonians 5:1-11

Matthew 24:23-35

Father of all creation,

Thank you for showing us mercy. Help us to see opportunities to show mercy to others. We are all people in need of

forgiveness. Let us be humbled by that understanding, and more open to loving each other and ourselves.

Amen.

Terry Bull

Brandon, Holly,

Jackson, Jordan, &

Jacob Smith



DECEMBER 2
Readings for today:

Isaiah 4:2-6

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Acts 1:12-17, 21-26

Matthew 24:36-44

Dear Lord,

Often we think we can interpret Your Will, but our hearts are filled with pride and we are not open to hearing your whispers,

your truth. Please, Lord, help us to be open, to be truly listening for the Holy Spirit's guidance in our lives and to hold your love

in our hearts.

Amen.

DECEMBER 3
Readings for today:

Isaiah 30:19-26

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Acts 13:16-25

Matthew 3:1-12

God of justice,

As we turn in repentance, open our ears to hear the word which guides us to walk in the way of the Lord. Amen.

Susan Greenwood

Lori Keyser



DECEMBER 4
Readings for today:

Isaiah 40:1-11

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19

Romans 8:22-25

John 1:19-28

Lord,

We look to You. We pray for those among us who feel they are in the wilderness. Help make straight a highway in their

desert, a highway that leads to You. Comfort your people. Help their valleys be lifted up and their mountains and hills be

made low so that what seems like uneven ground may become level and rough places smooth. In this, may your glory, Lord,

be revealed. Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things.

Amen.

DECEMBER 5
Readings for today:

Malachi 3:1-4

Luke 1:68-79

Philippians 1:3-11

Luke 3:1-6

Heavenly Father,

We know that we have often gone our own way rather than follow the ways you have shown us. We want to change and

become acceptable in your sight. Help us listen to and understand your messenger, John, born to prepare the way of the

Lord, that we may be ready when the Messiah enters the world to save us from our sins. In Jesus' name we pray.

Amen.

Kelly Baden

Judy Castor



DECEMBER 6
Readings for today:

Isaiah 24:1-16a

Psalm 21

1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Luke 3:7-18

Lord,

Thank you for providing for us through our faith in you. Help us to turn away from the temptations of this world and follow

your heavenly path. Remind us to praise you in all that we do.

Amen.

DECEMBER 7
Readings for today:

Isaiah 41:14-20

Psalm 21

Romans 15:14-21

Matthew 11:2-11

Dear heavenly Father,

Today we are again reminded in Matthew 11, of how relevant the Bible is to our everyday lives. When Mary came to visit

Elizabeth, we heard how her baby jumped in her womb at the knowledge. Later, Jesus came to be baptized by John, and

the sky opened and God announced, “This is my own dear Son with whom I am pleased.” Jesus healed the sick; gave sight

to the blind, hearing to the deaf. He cleansed the lepers and raised the dead. But when John is in prison, he questions: “Is

this the Messiah, or am I to wait for another?” Today we see events take place, and later question the validity of our

knowledge when we hear opposing views or variations on what happened.    Lord, give us the strength to have faith in what

we have seen, or know to be true. To trust our own abilities to discern the truth; and to avoid those who would have us

believe otherwise.

Amen.

Chris Zody

Marilyn Debelius



DECEMBER 8
Readings for today:

Genesis 15:1-18

Psalm 21

Philippians 1:12-18a

Matthew 12:33-37

Dear God,

Please help us to be silent, and listen, and hear you. With open ears. Even amongst our worldly storms. During times of trial,

when other entities seem so loud. Draw us near to you. Show us the constant reminders in the world around us, that you are

here. Give us the strength to keep going, and an open heart to believe: that there is good in this world, there is good waiting

for us. Because of you. we pray that you keep a steady hand over our hearts when troubled, and lead us to the miracles to

come.

Amen.

DECEMBER 9
Readings for today:

Ruth 1:-6-18

Psalm 146:5-10

2 Peter 3:1-10

Luke 11:39-42
Father, our creator,

You know us inside and out, our comings and our goings. You created us from nothing and have blessed us always. You

watch over us and keep us safe, even when we are scoffers and faithless. You sustain us when we are low and rejoice when

we are true to you. Set us free from our prisons and give us sight when we are blinded by the world. Watch over us, Lord, fill

us with the Holy Spirit that we may be redeemed. Let all glory and honor be yours forever.

Amen.

Michelle Hartman

Phyllis Wahl



DECEMBER 10
Readings for today:

Ruth 4:13-17

Psalm 146:5-10

2 Peter 3:11-18

Luke 9:1-6

Loving God,

Help us make room for you this Advent season. Help us open our hearts to you completely and help us let go of the clutter

that is keeping us from doing so. Help us turn to you and trust you fully, knowing you will guide us each step of the way.

Amen.

DECEMBER 11
Readings for today:

Ruth 1:-6-18

Psalm 146:5-10

2 Peter 3:1-10

Luke 11:39-42

Good and Gracious God,

Thank you for your unconditional love. Help us to prepare the way for you. Guid us to help others along the way. Teach us to

repent for our sins. We as for this in your Holy name.

Amen.

Gretchen Zody

Amy Kessler



DECEMBER 12
Readings for today:

Zephaniah 3:14-20

Isaiah 12:2-6

Philippians 4:4-7

Luke 3:7-18

Dearest God,

We work to share with those around us the multitude of blessings you have bestowed upon us. We seek new ways to return

the good you have given us, to assist within our community and the world. the overabundance of love and kindness you've

given us is needed in a world full of inequality and pain. May we recreate a world that more accurately reflects the love you

show us, a world of support and care for all of those around us.

Amen.

DECEMBER 13
Readings for today:

Isaiah 29:17-24

Psalm 42

Acts 5:12-16

Luke 7:31-35

Dear Lord of all,

As a deer longs for flowing streams, so my soul longs for you, O God. Thank you for all that you are. Thank you for creation,

for beauty, for love, for healing, for being. We need reminded that your steadfast love is with us each day, that your song is

within us each night, that you bring sight and healing and joy. Some days it is easier to listen to the voices around us and

within us shouting about all we do wrong and where we fail. Some days it is easier to judge others and to point to their faults

and failures. Some days it is easier to stay busy than to listen at all. Help us pause and rest in your word. Help us highlight the

good in others. Help us listen to what you say about us rather than what the world says. Comfort us and challenge us to live

daily knowing that the God who is might enough to create heaven and earth is our help, our song, and our joy. Amen.

Brian Conklin

Terry Bull



DECEMBER 14
Readings for today:

Ezekiel 47:1-12

Psalm 42

Jude 17-25

Luke 13:31-35

Dear God, 

We pray for the strays of the world. Everything deserves love. Everyone deserves a place to come home. Please bless them.

Amen.

DECEMBER 15
Readings for today:

Zechariah 8:1-17

Psalm 42

Hebrews 13:7-17

Matthew 8:14-17, 28-34

Dear Lord,

Please help those who struggle with depression and anxiety, those who feel they are outcasts and not worthy of your love.

Help those who are struggling against bias, racism, bigotry and mistrust from others. Please help lift up all our brothers and

sisters, especially those that are LGBTQIA2S+, both children and adults, struggling with feelings of separation from you and

your love. Help us as a congregation to reach out in love and acceptance to all of God’s children.

Amen.

Brandon, Holly,

Jackson, Jordan, &

Jacob Smith

Susan Greenwood



DECEMBER 16
Readings for today:

2 Samuel 7:1-17

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Galatians 3:23-39

Matthew 19:13-15

Shepherd of Israel,

We cannot assume to know Your will, but must listen for Your guidance. Restore our community and deliver us from human

misunderstandings. Remind us that faith reveals Holy intentions that have been corrupted by a human distortion of the law.

Let us humbly come to You as little children who are open to Your message instead of arrogant adults who want to bend

Your will to our desires.

Amen.

DECEMBER 17
Readings for today:

2 Samuel 7:18-22

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Galatians 4:1-7

Matthew 5:13-16

Lord,

You are the Light of the World. Thank you for the gift of your light and your salvation. Let your light be with me today. Help

this light shine to those around me who need to see it. I pray that this light will ultimately lead others to you.

Amen.

 

Lori Keyser

Kelly Baden



DECEMBER 18
Readings for today:

2 Samuel 7:23-29

Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19

Revelation 22:12-16

John 3:31-36

Our Father in Heaven,

Thank you for sending your son, Jesus, to redeem us, that we may be saved. You chose Israel as your people and kept your

word that He who is the Root and the Offspring of David will rule forever. You have promised that those who believe in the

Son shall have eternal life. For this and everything else you have done for us, we praise you in His name.

Amen.

DECEMBER 19
Readings for today:

Micah 5:2-5a

Psalm 80:1-7

Hebrews 10:5-10

Luke 1:39-55

Merciful God,

You deliver on all your promises. We shout for joy at the sound of your name. Teach us to clear our minds so that we may

listen to you and worship you the way you intend.

Amen.

Judy Castor

Chris Zody



DECEMBER 20
Readings for today:

Genesis 17:15-22

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Galatians 4:8-20

Luke 1:46b-55

Heavenly Father:

We are so grateful for your examples. You have sent us Bibles, Pastors, teachers and friends who instruct us and remind us

of your teachings: your command to go out, help others, clothe the needy, feed the hungry, visit the lonely, to be like you here

in our neighborhoods. You ate with the tax collectors, spoke with the prostitutes, You asked for water from a Samaritan

woman, all things condemned in your day. Today we ask, "What has become of our good will?  Where is the decency we

used to show our brothers and sisters?" We are reminded to gather together, to encourage each other to show patience,

tolerance, compassion, and love. Be with us always.

Amen.

DECEMBER 21
Readings for today:

Genesis 21:1-21

1 Samuel 2:1-10

Galatians 4:21-5:1

John 4:1-42

Dear God,

Open up our hearts, our minds, and our mouths. To share and proclaim your good news. Let us share our struggles, let us

share our triumphs, and let us share our witness of your work in our lives. Give us the courage to confidently share our stories

in hopes of drawing that same courage from our neighbors. Our trials and tribulations, followed by our belief, and

deliverance of your pre-determined plans can and will encourage, inspire, and uplift those who find similar struggle. We pray

that you help us to serve our purpose, serve our neighbor, and place us in the lives of those who need us most. May it be

done according to your will.

Amen.

Marilyn Debelius

Michelle Hartman



DECEMBER 22
Readings for today:

Isaiah 33:17-22

Luke 1:46b-55

Revelation 22:6-7, 18-20

John 3:31-36

God Almighty,

We thank you for those who have paved the way for us, Mary, John the Baptist, the disciples, the writers of the Bible. They fulfill

your words without them we would wonder in the desert. Help us to be faithful to the True word, Your Son, Jesus Christ. He is

the Way, the Truth, and the Light. All who believe in Him will be saved.  Guide us in your ways that eternal life my be ours. We

ask in the name of Your Son, our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Amen.

DECEMBER 23
Readings for today:

2 Samuel 7:18, 23-29

Luke 1:46b-55

Galatians 3:6-14

Matthew 1:18-25

Gracious God,

Thank you for this Advent journey. These weeks of preparation and prayer have drawn us closer to you. As we eagerly await

the celebration to come, please bless our hearts with love and generosity and make us ready to receive your gift.

Amen.

Phyllis Wahl

Gretchen Zody



DECEMBER 25

DECEMBER 24
Readings for today:

Isaiah 9:2-7

Psalm 96

Titus 2:-11-14

Luke 2:1-20

Emmanuel, God with us,

This is the day we have been preparing for - to celebrate God’s love for all of creation, a love that is so deep, so expansive, so

vast that God became flesh and dwelled among us. At this point in our Advent and Christmas journey, we are expectant,

hopeful, and frazzled all at once. As we move through this day, give us tangible glimpses of peace in the midst of the frenetic

activities of our days. Help us see your presence in the faces of everyone we encounter today, give us courage to care for

those in our communities whose needs are greater than our wants. May our celebration not be fraught with material things,

but instead on focusing on your love for the world and our response to love, care for, and serve our neighbors always.

Amen.

Readings for today:

Isaiah 52:7-10

Psalm 98

Hebrews 1:1-12

John 1:1-14

Most Holy and Gracious God,

We come to you today, reminded that in the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

All things came into being through him, and in him was the life and light of all people. The light that shines in the darkness

and the darkness did not overcome it. On this holiest day, as we celebrate the birth of your Son, Jesus our Savior, let your

light shine brightly in each of us. Guide us in all that we do, that those with whom we gather this day will see your light. Be

with our families near and far, and let  our peace which surpasses all human understanding fall upon all of creation. As we

rest in abundance of want, help the marginalized, the outcast, and the homeless find shelter, food, and comfort. Help us, O,

Lord, to be instruments of your grace and mercy. We ask this in the name of the one who was, who is, and who is yet to

come, Jesus, the newborn King.

Amen.

 

Pastor Rebecca Grate

Pastor Jonathan Bull


