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PRELUDE Lobe den Herren arr. J. William Greene 

 

+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, whose steadfast love is everlasting, who 
creates, redeems, and sustains us and all of creation. 
Amen. 
 
Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 
Silence is kept for reflection. 
 

Faithful God, 
have mercy on us. We confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free 
ourselves. We turn from your loving embrace and go our own ways. We pass 
judgment on one another before examining ourselves. We place our own needs 
before those of our neighbors. We keep your gift of salvation to ourselves. Make 
us humble, cast away our transgressions, and turn us again to life in you through 
Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. Amen. 
 
God hears the cries of all who call out in need, and through his death and resurrection, 
Christ has made us his own. Hear the truth that God proclaims: Your sins are forgiven in 
the name of + Jesus Christ. Led by the Holy Spirit, live in freedom and newness to do 
God’s work in the world. 
Amen. 
  



WELCOME SONG A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW 504 

  



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 
Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

Let us pray. 
O Lord God, you are the holy lawgiver, you are the salvation of your people. By your 
Spirit renew us in your covenant of love, and train us to care tenderly for all our 
neighbors, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 
Amen. 
 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Where’s Martin? 

 

+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 
 
FIRST READING Jeremiah 31:31-34 
  
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the 
house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made 
with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out of the land of 
Egypt — a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says the LORD. 33But 
this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the 
LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to 
each other, "Know the LORD," for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the 
greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no 
more. 
 

The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
  



PSALM SONG Built on a Rock ELW 652 

 



SECOND READING ROMANS 3:19-28 
 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, 
so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to 
God. 20For "no human being will be justified in his sight" by deeds prescribed by the 
law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested 
by the law and the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of 
the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the redemption 
that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his 
divine forbearance he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove 
at the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the one who has 
faith in Jesus. 
 
27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, 
but by the law of faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
  



GOSPEL John 8:31-36 
 
The holy gospel according to John. 
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
31Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you continue in my word, 
you are truly my disciples; 32and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you 
free." 33They answered him, "We are descendants of Abraham and have never been 
slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, 'You will be made free'?" 
34Jesus answered them, "Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to 
sin. 35The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place 
there forever. 36So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed. 
 
The gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON Pr. Rebecca Grate 
  



SERMON SONG Greater 
 

Ooh, ooh, ooh, ooh. 
 

Bring your tired and bring your shame, bring your guilt and bring your pain. 
Don’t you know that’s not your name? You will always be much more to Me. 
And ev’ry day I wrestle with the voices that keep telling me I’m not right, 
but that’s alright. 

 
CHORUS  
‘Cause I hear a voice, and He calls me redeemed  
when other say I’ll never be enough. 
And greater is the One living inside of me  
than he who is living in the world, in the world, in the world, 
And greater is the One living inside of me  
than he who is living in the world. 

 
Oh, oh, Oh, He’s greater, He’s greater. 
Oh, oh, Oh. 
 
There’ll be days I lose the battle; grace says that it doesn’t matter 
‘cause the cross already won the war. (He’s greater, He’s greater.) 
I am learning to run freely, understanding just how He sees me, 
and it makes me love Him more and more. (He’s greater, He’s greater.)  

 
CHORUS 

 
There’ll be days I lose the battle; grace says that it doesn’t matter 
‘cause the cross already won the war. (He’s greater, He’s greater.) 
I am learning to run freely, understanding just how He sees me, 
and it makes me love Him more and more.  
Our God is greater than he who is living in the world. 

  



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
With confidence in God’s grace and mercy, let us pray for the church, the world, and all 
those in need. 
 
A brief silence. 
 
In your love, you speak to your church. Give courage and the bond of love to all who 
gather in your name, that this love turn toward our neighbors.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
  



In your love, you create our earth filled with living things of every kind. Sustain the 
intricate connections among plants, insects, animals, and organisms we don’t even 
know or recognize. Bless the work of scientists who help us extend neighbor love to the 
natural world.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In your love, you guide with justice. Inspire leaders for truthful conversations and wise 
policies, that decisions are made for the good of all.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In your love, you tenderly care for your children and nurse them to health. Bring relief 
to all those who need healing, hope, or restoration this day, we especially pray for 
those we name silently or spoken. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
In your love, you accompany us in life’s transitions. We pray for new parents, those 
grieving a loss, those who are retiring, and those embarking on new ventures.  
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 
In your love, we remember those who were dear to us and now rest in you. We give 
thanks for Martin Luther and all who seek to reform and renew your church. Give us 
courage to live out your gospel, revealing your love until our days on earth have ended. 
Lord, in your mercy, 
hear our prayer. 
 
Listen as we call on you, O God, and enfold in your loving arms all for whom we pray, in 
the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
  



PEACE 
 
The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG Come and Give Thanks by Larry Shackley 
 
OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray, 
Blessed are you, O God, maker of all things. You have set before us these gifts of your 
good creation. Prepare us for your heavenly banquet and send us forth to set tables in 
the midst of a suffering world, through the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and 
Lord. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  



+   +   +   SENDING   +   +   + 
 

BLESSING 
 

God, the Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, bless you and lead you into the way of truth 
and life. 
Amen. 
 
SENDING SONG Love the Lord 
 

Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
With all your soul, with all your mind,  
And with all your strength; (repeat) 
 

With all your heart, with all your soul,  
With all your mind, with all your strength; 
Love the Lord, your God, with all your heart, 
With all your soul, with all your mind,  
And with all your strength. 
 

I will serve the Lord with all my heart, 
With all my soul, with all my mind, 
And with all my strength; (repeat) 
 

With all my heart, with all my soul, 
With all my mind, with all my strength; 
I will serve the Lord, with all my heart, 
With all my soul, with all my mind, 
and with all my strength. 

 

   (ECHO):  
I will love You; (I will love You;) 
I will praise You; (I will praise You;) 
I will serve You;   (I will serve You;) 
I will trust You.   (I will trust.) 
 

With all my heart, with all my soul, 
With all my mind, with all my strength; (repeat) 
I will love You, Lord, with all my heart, 
With all my soul, with all my mind,  
And with all my strength; (repeat twice) 



DISMISSAL 
Go in peace. Christ is calling you to: 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others! Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE All Creatures of Our God and King St. Francis of Assisi 

Geistliche Kirchengesange  

A very special thank you to Bill Bailey, Steve Ewing, Don Diurba, Zach Ruppel and 
Larry Shafer for assisting with the brass music this morning.  
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sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included. 
 
Lobe den Herren, arr. J. William Greene, © 2018 Lorenz Publishing Co., a division of The Lorenz Corporation. Used with 
permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from 
ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Performed by Philip Cordell. A Mighty Fortress Is Our God, 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 1978, Lutheran Book of Worship. Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All 
rights reserved. Built on a Rock, Service Book and Hymnal, © 1958, Augsburg Fortress, Reprinted with permission under 
ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Greater, by Barry Graul, Bart Millard, Ben Glover, David Garcia, Mike Scheuchzer, 
Nathan Cochran & Robby Shaffer, © 2014 Universal Music, Brentwood Benson Publishing, 9t One Songs, Ariose Music, 
MercyMe Music, Wet As A Fish Music, D Soul Music, CCLI # 7020475, Streaming License #20106325. Come and Give 
Thanks, by Larry Shackley, © 2009 Lorenz Publishing Company, a division of The Lorenz Corporation. Used with permission 
under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Love the Lord, by Lincoln Brewster, © 2005 Integrity's Praise! Music, Used by 
Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325. All Creatures of Our God and King, by St. Francis of 
Assisi/Geistliche Kirchengesange, performed by Philip Cordell. 

 


