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PRELUDE GRAND CHOEUR DIALOGUE EUGENE GIGOUT 

 
+   +   +   GATHERING   +   +   + 

 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 

 

Blessed be God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit, whose forgiveness is sure and whose 

steadfast love endures forever. 

Amen. 

 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 

 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

 

Loving and forgiving God, 

we confess that we are held captive by sin. In spite of our best efforts, we have 

gone astray. We have not welcomed the stranger; we have not loved our 

neighbor; we have not been Christ to one another. Restore us, O God. Wake us up 

and turn us from our sin. Renew us each day in the light of Christ. Amen. 

 

People of God, hear this glad news: by God’s endless grace your sins are forgiven, and 

you are free – free from all that holds you back and free to live in the peaceable realm 

of God. May you be strengthened in God’s love, + comforted by Christ’s peace, and 

accompanied with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

  



WELCOME SONG O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL ELW 257 

 



 

GREETING 

 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all. 

And also with you. 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

 

Let us pray. 

Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come. By your merciful protection awaken us to 

the threatening dangers of our sins, and keep us blameless until the coming of your 

new day, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

Amen. 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE Where’s Martin? 

 

LIGHTING THE ADVENT WREATH 

 

Let us pray. 

We praise you, O God, for this evergreen crown that marks our days of preparation for 

Christs’ advent. As we light the first candle on this wreath, rouse us from sleep, that we 

may be ready to greet our Lord when he comes with all the saints and angels. Enlighten 

us with your grace, and prepare our hearts to welcome him with joy. Grant this through 

Christ our Lord, whose coming is certain and whose day draws near. 

Amen. 

 

  



WREATH LIGHTING SONG 

 

 LIGHT ONE CANDLE TO WATCH FOR MESSIAH ELW 240 

 (Verse 1 only) 

  



+   +   +   WORD   +   +   + 
 

FIRST READING Isaiah 64:1-9 

 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, 

  so that the mountains would quake at your presence— 

 2as when fire kindles brushwood 

  and the fire causes water to boil— 

 to make your name known to your adversaries, 

  so that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, 

  you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

 4From ages past no one has heard, 

  no ear has perceived, 

 no eye has seen any God besides you, 

  who works for those who wait for him. 

 5You meet those who gladly do right, 

  those who remember you in your ways. 

 But you were angry, and we sinned; 

  because you hid yourself we transgressed. 

 6We have all become like one who is unclean, 

  and all our righteous deeds are like a filthy cloth. 

 We all fade like a leaf, 

  and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

 7There is no one who calls on your name, 

  or attempts to take hold of you; 

 for you have hidden your face from us, 

  and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 

 8Yet, O LORD, you are our Father; 

  we are the clay, and you are our potter; 

  we are all the work of your hand. 

 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O LORD, 

  and do not remember iniquity forever. 

  Now consider, we are all your people. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God. 



SECOND READING 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 

 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

 

  4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God that has been 

given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been enriched in him, in speech 

and knowledge of every kind—6just as the testimony of Christ has been strengthened 

among you—7so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the 

revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 

may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; by him you were 

called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

 

Word of God, word of life. 

Thanks be to God.  

 

GOSPEL SONG KYRIE 

 

 
 

  



GLORY BE TO GOD ON HIGH 

 

 
  



GOSPEL Mark 13:24-37 

 

The holy gospel according to Mark. 

Glory to you, O Lord. 

 

[Jesus said:] 24“In those days, after that suffering, 

 the sun will be darkened, 

  and the moon will not give its light, 

 25and the stars will be falling from heaven, 

  and the powers in the heavens will be shaken. 
26Then they will see ‘the Son of Man coming in clouds’ with great power and 

glory. 27Then he will send out the angels, and gather his elect from the four winds, from 

the ends of the earth to the ends of heaven. 

  28“From the fig tree learn its lesson: as soon as its branch becomes tender and puts 

forth its leaves, you know that summer is near. 29So also, when you see these things 

taking place, you know that he is near, at the very gates. 30Truly I tell you, this 

generation will not pass away until all these things have taken place. 31Heaven and 

earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 

  32“But about that day or hour no one knows, neither the angels in heaven, nor the 

Son, but only the Father. 33Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will 

come. 34It is like a man going on a journey, when he leaves home and puts his slaves in 

charge, each with his work, and commands the doorkeeper to be on the 

watch. 35Therefore, keep awake—for you do not know when the master of the house 

will come, in the evening, or at midnight, or at cockcrow, or at dawn, 36or else he may 

find you asleep when he comes suddenly. 37And what I say to you I say to all: Keep 

awake.” 

 

The gospel of the Lord. 

Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

SERMON Pr. Jonathan Bull 

  



SERMON SONG REJOICE, REJOICE, BELIEVERS ELW 244

 



THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
With the whole church, let us confess our faith using the words of the Apostles’ Creed. 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic church, 

the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen.  

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

God of power and might, tear open the heavens and come quickly to this weary world. 

Hear our prayers for everyone in need. 

 

A brief silence. 

 

We pray for the ministry we share in Christ’s name. Open our hearts to your call for 

justice, peace, and healing. Attune us to the needs of the world as you draw near. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 



We pray for this planet in need of restoration: for devastated habitats, polluted waters, 

thawing ice, blazing fires, swelling floods, and long-lasting droughts. Renew the face of 

the earth and our relationship to it. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for all people who care for others in our community and around the world. Fill 

them with compassion and the power to respond with justice for those who are 

oppressed, with welcome for those who are excluded, and with relief for those who 

suffer. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for people who are in crisis as the seasons change: for those without homes 

facing severe weather, for those who are unemployed or underemployed, and for those 

in poverty or facing food insecurity. Relieve their burdens, sustain their bodies, and 

ease their minds. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

We pray for the people in our families and congregation who live with depression, 

anxiety, chronic pain, addiction, and other invisible illnesses, especially those we name 

before you, spoken or silently. Ease their suffering and support them when they 

struggle. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Here other intercessions may be offered. 

 

We give thanks for the lives and witness of those who died while waiting for justice, 

peace, or healing, those whose names we know and those whose names are known 

only to you. Sustain all who still yearn for the completion of your redeeming work. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

 

Draw near to us, O God, and receive our prayers for the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. 

Amen.  



PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 

And also with you. 

 

OFFERING SONG WE SHALL PREPARE 

 

Refrain 

We shall prepare our hearts for new love. 

We shall prepare our eyes for the blinding light. 

We shall prepare our faith to break the dark of night. 

We shall prepare the way of the Lord! 

 

A voice strong and clear cries out in the night: 

"Make straight the way of our God." 

The mountains bend low, the plains will rise up  

to the glory, the glory of God! (Refrain) 

 

There shall be one who is to come, 

mightier than you or I. 

We shall be changed, baptized with fire 

of the spirit, the spirit of God! (Refrain) 

 

Children of God come change your hearts. 

Come to the Water of Life. 

Offer your hand, offer your heart 

To the people, the people of God! (Refrain) 

 

OFFERING PRAYER 

 

Let us pray. 

Generous God, you have created all that is, and you provide for us in every season. 

Bless all that we offer, that through these gifts the world will receive your blessing. In 

the name of Jesus, Emmanuel, we pray. 

Amen. 

 

  



THE LORD'S PRAYER 
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 

 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, 

thy will be done,  

on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses, 

as we forgive those 

who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 

and the power, and the glory, 

 forever and ever. Amen. 

 
+ + + SENDING + + +  

 

BLESSING 

 

The Creator of the stars bless your Advent waiting,  

the long-expected Savior fill you with love, 

the unexpected Spirit guide your journey, 

☩ now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

  



SENDING SONG I WAITED FOR THE LORD 

 

REFRAIN 

I waited for the Lord on high.  I waited, and He heard my cry. 

 

 He pulled me out of my despair.   

He taught me how to walk from fear into security,  

from quicksand to the Rock.  (refrain) 

 

I sing to let the people know that I have been restored. 

And they will kneel and understand to return and trust in the Lord.  (refrain) 

 

And there's a new song in my heart to sing 

There's a new song; praises for my King. 

 

I waited.  

 

DISMISSAL 

 

As we prepare the way of the Lord, let us: 

Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others! Thanks be to God! 

 

POSTLUDE FUGUE ON “O GOD OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” att. William Croft 

 BWV 552 J. S. Bach 
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Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 

Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  

 

Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 

sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 

Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  

 

Kyrie, Glory to God, Holy, Holy, Holy, and Lamb of God are from the Everlasting Light liturgy, written and adapted by David 

Eck, © 2011. 

 

Grand Choeur Dialogue by Eugene Gigout, performed by Philip Cordell.  Used with Permission. O Come, O Come, 

Emmanuel, © 1997, Augsburg Fortress, Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; 

Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Light One 

Candle to Watch for Messiah, Text by Wayne L. Wold, Yiddish Folk Tune, © 1984, Augsburg Fortress, Reprinted with 

permission under ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from 

ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Rejoice, Rejoice, Believers, Text by Laurentius Laurenti, tr. Sarah B. 

Findlater, Swedish Folk Tune, Public Domain. We Shall Prepare, by Janet Vogt & Mark Friedman, Text © 1998, Janet Vogt 

and Mark Friedman. Music © 1998, Janet Vogt. Published by OCP. All rights reserved., Reprinted with permission under 

ONE LICENSE #A-728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, 

License #A-728642. All rights reserved. I Waited for the Lord, by Bill Batstone, © 1982 Universal Music - Brentwood Benson 

Publishing, Used by Permission. CCLI License #1804144, Streaming License #20106325. Fugue on "St. Anne" or "O God 
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Permission. 


