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TWO CHRISTMAS SONGS: CHRIST IS BORN, S. 502 AND THE SHEPHERDS AT THE MANGER (IN DULCI JUBILO), S. 186/3 
 Philip Cordell, Piano       Franz List 

 
HOLDEN EVENING PRAYER – EVENING HYMN     Marty Haugen 
 Thomas Dalton, Piano 

 
MARY, DID YOU KNOW?        Mark Lowry and Buddy Greene 

Lori Keyser (Vocal), Zach Ruppel (Piano) 

  
THE HOLLY AND THE IVY       Traditional, arr. Edwin McLean 

Miles Keyser, Piano         

 
O CHRISTMAS TREE (O Tannenbaum)      German Folk Song, arr. Edwin McLean 
 Bennett Keyser, Piano  

 
GREENSLEEVES         Traditional, arr. Matt Riley 
 Isaiah Wu (Cello), Daniel Wu (Violin) and Zach Ruppel (Piano) 

 
ROSE OF BETHELEHEM        arr. Bruce Greer 

Karla Kruse (Vocal), Philip Cordell (Piano) 

     
IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR     Traditional, arr. Dan Forrest Jr. 

Zach Ruppel, Piano          

  
DING-A DING-A DING        Greg Gilpin 
 Karla Kruse, Jodi Moriak, Michael Ruehrmund and Jordan Young  

 
O COME ALL YE FAITHFUL       arr. Valerie W. Stephenson 
 The Bells of St Paul     

 
ANGEL CAROLS        arr. Ruth Elaine Schram 
 Bill Bailey, Steve Ewing, Don Diurba, Larry Shafer (Brass Quartet) 
 Philip Cordell (Piano) 
 

 
  



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 
Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a 
dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.  We have turned 
away from your invitation to new life.  We have turned away from the lowly and 
downtrodden.  In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and 
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 
Hear the good news of peace and salvation!  God forgives us all our sins, not through 
our own work, but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all people.  With all who 
come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
Amen.    
  
READING                                                                                            Isaiah 60:1-2, 5, 19 
 
Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you.  For 
behold, darkness shall cover the earth, and thick darkness the peoples; but the Lord will 
arise upon you, and his glory will be seen upon you.  Then you shall see and be radiant, 
your heart shall thrill and rejoice.  The sun shall be no more your light by day, nor for 
brightness shall the moon give light to you by night; but the Lord will be your 
everlasting light, and your God will be your glory. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



INTROIT Arise, Your Light Has Come! ELW 314 
 

 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
And he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace. 
 
Today, we know God comes among us – and makes a difference in our lives. 
On this wondrous night, we know God is even now birthing within us the gifts of 
true hope, peace, joy and love. 
 
So we light our Christ candle, as a symbol of the light which shines forth in our 
darkness and no darkness will overcome it. 
O living Christ, come and dwell richly among us this holy night!  Help us to 
recognize those gracious gifts which come only from you.  Empower us, we pray, 
to share those gifts with all.  Amen. 



GATHERING CAROL O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL ELW 283 
 

 



GREETING 
 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, 
And the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 
And also with you.  
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 
Let us pray. 
Almighty God, you made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true Light. Grant 
that here on earth we may walk in the light of Jesus’ presence and in the last day wake 
to the brightness of his glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT LESSON                                      Isaiah 9:2-7 
 

2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness – on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 
when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all 
the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                             A CHRISTMAS BLESSING            by John Purifoy  

Karla Kruse, Jodi Moriak, Michael Ruehrmund and Jordan Young 
Zach Ruppel, piano 

 
 
 



NEW TESTAMENT LESSON                                           Titus 2:11-14 

 

11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all, 12 training us to 
renounce impiety and worldly passions, and in the present age to live lives that are self-
controlled, upright, and godly, 13while we wait for the blessed hope and the 
manifestation of the glory of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ. 14He it is who gave 
himself for us that he might redeem us from all iniquity and purify for himself a people 
of his own who are zealous for good deeds.     
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
SPECIAL MUSIC                   ANGELS FROM THE REALMS OF GLORY                arr. Gail Downey 

The Bells of St. Paul 
 
                                          
GOSPEL                                                            Luke 2:1-20   
 
The holy Gospel according to Luke.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 

1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn.8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, "Do not be afraid; for see – I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger."  13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host, praising God and saying, 14"Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on 
earth peace among those whom he favors!" 15When the angels had left them and gone 



into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let us go now to Bethlehem and see 
this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to us." 16So they went 
with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17When they 
saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18and all who 
heard it were amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these 
words and pondered them in her heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and 
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
SERMON                                                                  Pastor Rebecca Grate 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SERMON CAROL            ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH ELW 289 

 



THE NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed…  
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 
in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 



We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world 
proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your 
faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who 
tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the 
hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the 
earth.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the 
noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting 
peace and sustainable provision for all in their care.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
 
 
 



Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to 
those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console 
those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting.  We 
especially pray for those on our hearts either silently or spoken.   
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant 
parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or 
options. Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the 
saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in 
joyful praise around your eternal throne. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE  
 
The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING  
 
OFFERTORY          GOD REST YE MERRY, GENTLEMEN    English melody, arr. Joel Raney      

Philip Cordell and Zach Ruppel, piano duet 
 
 
 
 
 
 



OFFERING PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
Gracious God, 
you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth.  Nourish us at 
your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, 
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER            
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

+   +   +    THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS    +   +   +    
For the Service of Lights, dim your lights at home and light your candles. 

 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                     John 1:1-14 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.10He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 



believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.14And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 
 
CAROL                                   SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT!                             ELW 281  
 

 
 



THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the 
stable, we gather around your Son, born for us.  Bless us with your holy presence, and 
inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell.  Be with us that we might share 
Christ’s love with all the world, for He is our light and salvation.  Glory in heaven and 
peace on earth, now and forever. 
Amen.                
 
BENEDICTION   
 
The blessing of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

-You may extinguish your candles- 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



SENDING CAROL                       JOY TO THE WORLD                                       ELW 267 
 

 
 
 
 
 



DISMISSAL 
 
Christ is born! Let us go, 
Make disciples, Live faithfully, Serve others, Thanks be to God! 
 
 
POSTLUDE            Variations on Hark! The Herald Angels Sing          arr. J. Linker 

Philip Cordell, Organ 
 
 

Thank you to our guest musicians who recorded music with us for this service –  
Isaiah Wu (cello), Daniel Wu (Violin) 

Bill Bailey (trumpet), Steve Ewing (trumpet), Don Diurba (trombone), Larry Shafer (tuba) 
Jodi Moriak, Michael Ruehrmund, Jordan Young (Vocals) 

 
 
 

The offices of St. Paul will reopen on Monday, January 4. 
 

Please join us for worship online on Sunday, December 27 for Lesson and Carols and 
Sunday, January 3 for our regular Sunday morning worship service.  All Sunday services 

are livestreamed at 11am on Facebook and YouTube. 
 
 
 
 
 

WORSHIP AND MUSIC STAFF 
 
Pastor Jonathan Bull                    Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate                                                      Associate Pastor  
Karla Kruse                                      Director of Music Ministries  
Judy McLeod                                                                                                                  Bell Choir Director 
Zach Ruppel                                                                                            Director of Contemporary Music   
Philip Cordell                                                                                             Organist 
Yingzhou  (Joe) Hu                                                                                         Contemporary Keyboardist 
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Scripture passages are from New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989 National Council of the Churches of 
Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All Rights reserved worldwide.  
 
Worship Texts are portions from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, © 2006 Evangelical Lutheran Church in American and 
sundayandseasons.com; © 2020 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under Augsburg Fortress. 
Permission is granted to reproduce this material for non-sale, local use, provided that this copyright notice is included.  
 
Two Christmas Songs: Christ is Born, S. 502 and The Shepherds at the Manger (In dulci Jubilo), S. 186/3, by Franz List, 
performed by Philip Cordell.  Used with Permission.  Holden Evening Prayer – Evening Hymn, by Marty Haugen, © 1990, 
2016 GIA Publications, Inc.; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All 
rights reserved.  Performed by Thomas Dalton.  Used with Permission.  Mary, Did You Know?, by Mark Lowry and Buddy 
Greene, © 1994 Hal Leonard Corporation, Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License 
#A-728642. All rights reserved.  Performed by Lori Keyser.  Used with Permission.  The Holly and the Ivy, Traditional, arr. 
Edwin McLean, Public Domain, performed by Miles Keyser.  Used with Permission.  O Christmas Tree (O Tannenbaum), 
German Folk Song, arr. Edwin McLean, Public Domain, performed by Bennett Keyser.  Used with Permission.  Greensleeves, 
Traditional, arr. Matt Riley, performed by Isaiah Wu, Daniel Wu and Zach Ruppel.  Used with permission.  Rose of 
Bethlehem, arr. Bruce Greer, © Alfred Sacred, Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, 
License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Performed by Karla Kruse.  Used with Permission.  It Came Upon the Midnight 
Clear, Traditional, arr. Dan Forrest Jr., © 2001 Soundforth, Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE 
LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved. Performed by Zach Ruppel.  Used with Permission.  Ding-a Ding-a Ding, 
by Greg Gilpin, © 2006 Shawnee Press, Inc., Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License 
#A-728642. All rights reserved.  O Come All Ye Faithful, arr. Valerie Stephenson, © Cantabile Press.  Performed by the Bells 
of St. Paul.  Used with Permission.  Angel Carols, arr. Ruth Elain Schram, © 2009 Lorenz Publishing Co., Permission to 
podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  Arise, Your Light Has 
Come!, Text © 1992, GIA Publications, Inc., Music: Public Domain, Reprinted with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-
728642. All rights reserved; Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All 
rights reserved.  O Come, All Ye Faithful, Text attr. John Francis Wade, tr. Frederick Oakeley, Music attr. John Francis Wade, 
Public Domain.  A Christmas Blessing, Traditional Irish Blessing, by John Purifoy, © 2013 Hal Leonard Corporation, 
Permission to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  Angels 
from the Realms of Glory, arr. Gail Downey, © From the Top Music. Performed by The Bells of St Paul.  Used with 
Permission.  Angels We Have Heard on High, Text: French Carol, tr. H.F. Hemy, Music: French carol, arr. Edward S. Barnes, 
Public Domain.  God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen, English melody, arr. Joel Raney, © 2013 Lorenz Publishing Co., Permission 
to podcast/stream this music obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-728642. All rights reserved.  Silent Night, Text by 
Edmund Sears, Music by Richard Willis, Public Domain.  Joy to the World, Text by Isaac Watts, Music: English Melody, 18th 
cent., arr. Lowell Mason, Public Domain.  Variations on Hark! The Herald Angels Sing, by Mendelssohn, arr. J. Linker., 
performed by Philip Cordell.  Used with Permission. 


