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A CHRISTMAS BLESSING       Traditional Irish Blessing, John Purifoy 
 Karla Kruse, Jodi Moriak, Michael Ruehrmund and Jordan Young (Vocals) 

Zach Ruppel (Piano) 

 
THE HOLLY AND THE IVY       Traditional, arr. Edwin McLean 

Miles Keyser, Piano         

 
O CHRISTMAS TREE (O Tannenbaum)      German Folk Song, arr. Edwin McLean 
 Bennett Keyser, Piano  

          
WELCOME TO OUR WORLD       Chris Rice 

Dennis Meek (Vocal), Zach Ruppel (Piano) 

 
JOY TO THE WORLD        G.F. Handel 
 Piper Rackley, Piano 

 
SILENT NIGHT         Franz Gruber, arr. Jennifer Eklund 
 Summer Rackley, Piano 

 
ROSE OF BETHELEHEM        arr. Bruce Greer 

Karla Kruse (Vocal), Philip Cordell (Piano) 

 
IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR     Traditional, arr. Dan Forrest Jr. 

Zach Ruppel, Piano          

  
GREENSLEEVES         Traditional, arr. Matt Riley 
 Isaiah Wu (Cello), Daniel Wu (Violin) and Zach Ruppel (Piano) 

 
DING-A DING-A DING        Greg Gilpin 
 Karla Kruse, Jodi Moriak, Michael Ruehrmund and Jordan Young  

 
O HOLY NIGHT         Adolphe C. Adam, arr. Lloyd Larson 
 Joe Hu and Zach Ruppel, Piano Duet     

 
HE SHALL REIGN FOREVERMORE      Chris Tomlin and Matt Maher 
 Praise Team 
 

 

 

 

 



WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS  
 

WELCOME SONG           CHRISTMAS DAY 
 

Joy to the world on a night like no other. 
Emmanuel, God is with us. 
Beggars and kings, let us come and adore Him. 
Rest in His peace, and bow before Him. 
 
CHORUS 
Sing all you people, the Lord almighty reigns. 
Sing every creature of God, come bless His name. 
For He is good, for He is good; He was born to conquer the grave. 
Light of the world, the reason for Christmas Day. 
 
Stars we have seen over deserts and oceans. 
The darkness was deep, but never hopeless. 
Redemption came, and His name is Jesus!  (CHORUS 3x) 
 
Light of the world, the reason for Christmas Day. 

 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
 

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who was in the beginning, who makes a 
dwelling among us, who covers us with justice and mercy. 
Amen. 
 

Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one another. 
 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 
 

God of goodness and lovingkindness, 
we confess that we have sinned against you and our neighbors.  We have turned 
away from your invitation to new life.  We have turned away from the lowly and 
downtrodden.  In your abundant mercy, forgive us our sins, those we know and 
those known only to you, for the sake of the one who came to live among us, 
Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
 



Hear the good news of peace and salvation!  God forgives us all our sins, not through 
our own work, but through + Jesus Christ, made known to all people.  With all who 
come to the manger, rejoice in this amazing gift of grace. 
Amen.    
 
LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE 
 
For to us a child is born, to us a Son is given. 
And he shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father,  
Prince of Peace. 
 
Today, we know God comes among us – and makes a difference in our lives. 
On this wondrous night, we know God is even now birthing within us the gifts of 
true hope, peace, joy, and love. 
 
So we light our Christ candle, as a symbol of the light which shines forth in our 
darkness and no darkness will overcome it. 
O living Christ, come and dwell richly among us this holy night!  Help us to 
recognize those gracious gifts which come only from you.  Empower us, we pray, 
to share those gifts with all.  Amen. 
 
CAROL     HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING                      

 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King; 
Peace on earth, and mercy mild, God and sinners reconciled." 
Joyful, all you nations, rise; Join the triumph of the skies; 
With angelic hosts proclaim, "Christ is born in Bethlehem!" 
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
Christ, by highest heav'n adored, Christ, the everlasting Lord! 
Late in time behold him come, offspring of a virgin's womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see; Hail incarnate Deity, 
Pleased as man with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.  
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
 
 
 



Hail, the heav'n-born Prince of Peace!  Hail, the Sun of righteousness! 
Light and life to all He brings, ris'n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, born that we no more may die, 
Born to raise each child of earth, born to give us second birth.   
Hark! The herald angels sing, "Glory to the newborn King!" 

 
LESSON                                                                                                                                      
Isaiah 9:2-7 
  
2The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; those who lived in a land 
of deep darkness – on them light has shined. 3You have multiplied the nation, you have 
increased its joy; they rejoice before you as with joy at the harvest, as people exult 
when dividing plunder. 4For the yoke of their burden, and the bar across their 
shoulders, the rod of their oppressor, you have broken as on the day of Midian. 5For all 
the boots of the tramping warriors and all the garments rolled in blood shall be burned 
as fuel for the fire. 6For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. 7His authority shall grow continually, and there shall be endless 
peace for the throne of David and his kingdom. He will establish and uphold it with 
justice and with righteousness from this time onward and forevermore. The zeal of the 
LORD of hosts will do this. 
 
The word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God.  
 
GOSPEL SONG        NOEL 

 
Love incarnate, love divine, 
Star and angels gave the sign. 
Bow to babe on bended knee, 
The Savior of humanity. 
Unto us a Child is born, 
He shall reign forevermore. 



 
 
CHORUS 
Noel, Noel. 
Come and see what God has done. 
Noel, Noel. 
The story of amazing love. 
The light of the world given for us. 
Noel. 
 
Son of God and Son of man, 
There before the world began. 
Born to suffer, born to save, 
Born to raise us from the grave. 
Christ the everlasting Lord, 
He shall reign forevermore. (CHORUS, interlude, CHORUS) 

 Noel.  
   

GOSPEL                                                                                                      
The holy Gospel according to Luke and Matthew, as told by the children of St. Paul.   
Glory to you, O Lord. 
 
Luke 1:26-38 
 
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town in Galilee called 
Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of 
David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her and said, ‘Greetings, favored 
one! The Lord is with you.’ 29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered 
what sort of greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in your womb and bear a 
son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be great, and will be called the Son of the 
Most High, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will 
reign over the house of Jacob for ever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.’ 34Mary 
said to the angel, ‘How can this be, since I am a virgin?’ 35The angel said to her, ‘The 
Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; 
therefore the child to be born will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, 
your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 



month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with 
God.’ 38Then Mary said, ‘Here am I, the servant of the Lord; let it be with me according 
to your word.’ Then the angel departed from her. 
 
Matthew 1:19-25 
 
19Her husband Joseph, being a righteous man and unwilling to expose her to public 
disgrace, planned to dismiss her quietly. 20But just when he had resolved to do this, an 
angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, ‘Joseph, son of David, do not 
be afraid to take Mary as your wife, for the child conceived in her is from the Holy 
Spirit. 21She will bear a son, and you are to name him Jesus, for he will save his people 
from their sins.’ 22All this took place to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord 
through the prophet: 
23 ‘Look, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, 
   and they shall name him Emmanuel’, 
which means, ‘God is with us.’ 24When Joseph awoke from sleep, he did as the angel of 
the Lord commanded him; he took her as his wife, 25but had no marital relations with 
her until she had borne a son; and he named him Jesus. 
 
Luke 2:1-20 
 
1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be 
registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor 
of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be registered. 4Joseph also went from the town 
of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was 
descended from the house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to 
whom he was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the 
time came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no place 
for them in the inn. 8 In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping 
watch over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the angel said to 
them, ‘Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the 
people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah, the 
Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and 
lying in a manger.’ 13And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host, praising God and saying, 



14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
   and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’ 
15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one 
another, ‘Let us go now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the 
Lord has made known to us.’ 16So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, 
and the child lying in the manger. 17When they saw this, they made known what had 
been told them about this child; 18and all who heard it were amazed at what the 
shepherds told them. 19But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in her 
heart. 20The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and 
seen, as it had been told them. 

Matthew 2:1-12 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from 
the East came to Jerusalem, 2asking, ‘Where is the child who has been born king of the 
Jews? For we observed his star at its rising, and have come to pay him homage.’ 3When 
King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem with him; 4and calling 
together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, ‘In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been 
written by the prophet: 
6 “And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
   are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
for from you shall come a ruler 
   who is to shepherd my people Israel.” ’ 
7 Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time 
when the star had appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, ‘Go and search 
diligently for the child; and when you have found him, bring me word so that I may 
also go and pay him homage.’ 9When they had heard the king, they set out; and there, 
ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were 
overwhelmed with joy. 11On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his 
mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their treasure-
chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another 
road. 
 
The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, O Christ. 



CAROL      WHAT CHILD IS THIS  
 
What child is this, who, laid to rest, on Mary's lap is sleeping? 

  Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, while shepherds watch are keeping? 
  This, this is Christ the King, whom shepherds guard and angels sing: 
  Haste, haste to bring Him laud, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

Why lies he in such mean estate, where ox and ass are feeding? 
  Good Christian, fear; for sinners here the silent Word is pleading. 
  Nails, spear, shall pierce Him through; the cross be borne for me, for you; 
  Hail, hail the Word made flesh, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh; come, peasant, king, to own Him; 
  The King of kings salvation brings, let loving hearts enthrone Him. 
  Raise, raise the song on high, the virgin sings her lullaby; 
  Joy, joy for Christ is born, the Babe, the Son of Mary. 
 
MESSAGE                                                                                       Pastor Rebecca Grate   
 
SERMON SONG    ADORE HIM 
 

Love incarnate wrapped in flesh; 
Heaven bent to dwell with us. 
Oh, what a mystery. Oh, what a mystery. 
The sacred gift to break the curse; 
the Father’s heart revealed to us. 
Oh, what a joyous thing. Oh, what a joyous thing. 

CHORUS 
O, come let us adore Him. 
O, come let us adore Him, 
Christ the Lord. 
For He alone is worthy, 
For He alone is worthy. 
Behold the Lamb of Righteousness; 
Let every heart and tongue confess. 
Let all the Earth rejoice, let all the Earth rejoice. 



Remaining no accusing voice; 
His resurrection power in us. 
Triumphant in Jesus' name, triumphant in Jesus' name. (CHORUS) 
 
Sing, sing of the good news. 
The Heavens have opened; 
Let all creation praise You. 
Sing, sing of His goodness. Oh, God of Salvation, 
Let all creation praise You. (CHORUS twice) 
 
O, come let us adore Him. 
O, come let us adore Him. 
O, come let us adore Him, 
Christ, the Lord. 

THE NICENE CREED 
Let us confess our faith using the words of the Nicene Creed…  
 
We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 
of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
the only Son of God, 
eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, 
true God from true God, 
begotten, not made, 
of one Being with the Father; 
through him all things were made. 
For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven, 
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary 
and became truly human. 
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 
he suffered death and was buried. 
On the third day he rose again 



in accordance with the Scriptures; 
he ascended into heaven 
and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 
who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified, 
who has spoken through the prophets. 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

CAROL      AWAY IN A MANGER 
 

Away in a manger, no crib for His bed, 
 The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head; 
 The stars in the bright sky looked down where He lay, 
 The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay. 
 

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
 But little Lord Jesus, no crying He makes; 
 I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
 And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh. 
 

Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask you to stay 
 Close by me forever, and love me, I pray; 
 Bless all the dear children in your tender care, 
 And fit us for heaven to live with you there. 
 
 
 
 



 
 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 
Joining our voices with the song of the angels, let us pray for the church, the world, and 
all who are in need. 

A brief silence. 
 
The shepherds sing, “Jesus Christ is born!” Let your church throughout the world 
proclaim this good news, over the hills and everywhere. Unite the voices of all your 
faithful people in songs of praise and rejoicing.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Heaven and nature sing, “Joy to the world!” Give respite to flocks, fields, and those who 
tend them. Come near to us in the beauty of nighttime, the shining of the stars, and the 
hush of a world at rest. May our wonder at your creation rouse our care for all the 
earth.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
The angels sing, “Peace on earth!” Come quickly to still the strife of this world. Hush the 
noise of war and violence in places of unrest. Inspire leaders of nations to seek lasting 
peace and sustainable provision for all in their care.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Mary sings melodies of comfort to her newborn child. Bring rest and reassurance to 
those facing struggles this night. Shelter travelers and those without homes. Console 
those who lie awake due to pain or anxiety. Heal those who are sick or hurting.  We 
especially pray for those on our hearts either silently or spoken.   
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
Love sings through the sound of a new baby’s cry. Bless new parents and expectant 
parents. Comfort those who long for children, especially those running out of hope or 
options. Surround families of every shape and size with your love and care.  
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 



The heavenly chorus sings, “Glory to God in the highest!” We give you thanks for all the 
saints who have proclaimed your glory in word and deed. Let us join them this night in 
joyful praise around your eternal throne. 
Hear us, O God. 
Your mercy is great. 
 
God of mercy, come quickly to us with grace upon grace as we lift these and all our 
prayers to you, in the name of Jesus. 
Amen. 
 

PEACE 
 

The peace of Christ be with you always. 
And also with you. 
 
OFFERING 
 
OFFERING SONG          SOMEWHERE IN YOUR SILENT NIGHT 
 

We dedicate this song to all those who are struggling this year.  Hope is here.  Love will find you. 
 

All is calm and all is bright, 
Everywhere but in your heart tonight. 
They're singing carols of joy and peace, 
But you feel too far gone and too far out of reach. 
 
CHORUS 
Somewhere in your silent night 
Heaven hears the song your broken heart has cried. 
Hope is here, just lift your head 
For love has come to find you 
Somewhere in your silent night. 
 
From heaven's height to manger low, 
There is no distance the Prince of Peace won't go. 
From manger low to Calvary's hill, 
When your pain runs deep, His love runs deeper still. 
He has always loved you, child, and He always will. (CHORUS) 
 



Lift your head, lift your heart. 
Emmanuel will meet you where you are. 
He knows your hurt, He knows your name. 
And you're the very reason that He came. (CHORUS) 
 
Love will find you. 
Love will find you. 
Love will find you.  
 

OFFERING PRAYER  
 

Let us pray. 
Gracious God, 
you came to us as one unknown, bringing joy and salvation to the earth.  Nourish us at 
your banquet table, that with all who welcome your birth we may proclaim your peace, 
revealed in Jesus Christ, our Savior. 
Amen. 
 
THE LORD'S PRAYER            
Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, 

thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
 

Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us 
from evil. 

 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



+   +   +    THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS    +   +   +    
For the Service of Lights, dim your lights at home and light your candles. 

 
SCRIPTURE READING                                                     John 1:1-14 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 
2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has come into being 4in him was life, 
and the life was the light of all people.  5The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.  6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 
7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, which 
enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.10He was in the world, and the world 
came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came to what was 
his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who 
believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not 
of blood or of the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.14And the Word 
became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's 
only son, full of grace and truth. 

 

CAROL                                 SILENT NIGHT, HOLY NIGHT                                      

 
Silent night!  Holy night!  All is calm; all is bright 

 ‘round yon virgin mother and Child. 
 Holy Infant, so tender and mild, 
 sleep in heavenly peace. Sleep in heavenly peace. 
 

Silent night!  Holy night!  Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glories stream from heaven afar. 
Heav’nly hosts sing Alleluia. 
Christ the Savior is born. Christ the Savior is born. 

 

Silent night!  Holy night!  Son of God, love’s pure light 
 radiant beams from Thy holy face  

with the dawn of redeeming grace. 
 Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. Jesus, Lord at Thy birth. 
 



THE CHRISTMAS PRAYER 
 
Let us pray. 
 
O Lord our God, with Mary and Joseph, angels and shepherds, and the animals in the 
stable, we gather around your Son, born for us.  Bless us with your holy presence, and 
inspire us to help those who have no place to dwell.  Be with us that we might share 
Christ’s love with all the world, for He is our light and salvation.  Glory in heaven and 
peace on earth, now and forever. 
Amen.                
 
BENEDICTION   
 
The blessing of almighty God, Father, + Son, and Holy Spirit bless you now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

-You may extinguish your candles- 

 

 

SENDING SONG          JOY TO THE WORLD (Unspeakable Joy) 

 
Joy to the world! The Lord is come; Let earth receive her King. 
Let ev’ry heart Prepare Him room,  
And heaven and nature sing, 
And heaven and nature sing,  
And heaven, and heaven and nature sing. 

 
Joy to the world! The Savior reigns; Let all their songs employ. 
While fields and floods - Rocks, hills and plains  
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,  
Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 
CHORUS   
Joy, unspeakable joy!  An overflowing well; No tongue can tell! 
Joy, unspeakable joy!  It rises in my soul, never lets me go! 
 
 



He rules the world with truth and grace  
And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness and wonders of His love, 
And wonders of His love, and wonders, wonders of His love!  
 
Joy, unspeakable joy!   
Overflowing joy, unspeakable joy!   
Rising in me, joy, unspeakable joy! 

 
DISMISSAL 

Christ is Born!  Let us go, 
Make Disciples, Live Faithfully, Serve Others, Thanks be to God! 
 
POSTLUDE        GOD REST YE MERRY GENTLEMEN and WE THREE KINGS 

            
 

Thank you to our guest musicians who recorded music with us for this service –  
Isaiah Wu (cello), Daniel Wu (Violin), Damon Barnett (Guitar) 

Jodi Moriak, Michael Ruehrmund, Jordan Young (Vocals) 
 
 
 

The offices of St. Paul will reopen on Monday, January 4. 
 

Please join us for worship online on Sunday, December 27 for Lesson and Carols and 
Sunday, January 3 for our regular Sunday morning worship service.  All Sunday services 

are livestreamed at 11am on Facebook and YouTube. 
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Pastor Jonathan Bull Senior Pastor 
Pastor Rebecca Grate Associate Pastor 
Karla Kruse Director of Music Ministries 
Judy McLeod Handbell Director 
Zach Ruppel Director of Contemporary Music 
Philip Cordell Organist 
Yingzhou (Joe) Hu Contemporary Keyboardist 
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