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St Paul Lutheran Church 
4686 E. Walnut Street 
Westerville, OH 43081 

 
Second Regular Congregational Meeting 
Sunday, December 1, 2019 @ 10:30 AM 

 

AGENDA 
Call to Order 
Opening Prayer 
Establishment of a Quorum 
Approval of Minutes 

February 3, 2019 - First Regular Congregational Meeting 
 

Council Elections 
4 of 6 Candidates will be elected - Term is 2020-2021 
Candidates (Listed Alphabetically) 

Cindy Bonds 
Dave Gram 
Joy Longfellow 
Ryan Rackley 
David Thomas 
Deb Wallace 

Old Business 
New Business 
Adjournment 
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St. Paul Lutheran Church 
February 3, 2019 Annual Congregational Meeting 

 
o Tom Michael – Council President, called the Meeting to Order 
o Pastor Jon led the opening prayer, thanked the outgoing Council members for their service and introduced the new 
Council members. 
o Tom Michael announced a quorum for the meeting to continue. 
o Two items to discuss & vote on. 

o December 2018 meeting minutes – motion to approve by Linda Sutter – second by Glen Christensen – 
approved by all in congregation 
o 2019 Annual Budget 

§ Andy Schall presented review of 2018 budget & 2019 budget highlights 
§ Motion to approve 2019 budget by Penny Christensen second by Judy McLeod 
§ Discussion 

• Glen Christensen suggested developing a welcome package for owners of new homes to be 
built across the street from church 
• Andy Schall mentioned many services performed in-house in the past by church members 
are now being performed by outside contractors and a new Custodian role will perform more 
of the maintenance items in-house instead of being outsourced to contractors. 
• Utilities budget for 2019 same as 2018 budget 
• Overall budget in 2018 was approved as a deficit budget. Result was actual 2018 expenses 
were $6K over budget vs. original budgeted overage of about $30K. This $6K overage was 
covered from the general reserve funds account. 
• The two existing Mortgage notes were explained in more detail. 

§ Motion to approve 2019 budget - approved by congregation. 
o Old business – none 
o New business – none 
o Motion to adjourn the meeting by Christina Sidebottom, second by Debbie Schindehette. Motion approved by 
congregation. 
o Meeting adjourned. 
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Council Biographies 
(Listed Alphabetically) 
 

Cindy Bonds: My family joined St Paul 10 years ago. We enjoyed getting to know the 
members of the church and participating in activities as our daughter, Audrey, went 
through confirmation, attended the 2015 ELCA Youth Gathering and headed off to college. 
I am a lifelong Lutheran and and grew up attending camp each summer at Camp Mowana 
and was then on staff at both Mowana and Camp Luther in the summers while I attended 
Valparaiso University. My career is working with teachers around Ohio as an Educational 
Consultant with a company that offers curriculum and digital resources to K-12 

classrooms. There are so many good things happening at St Paul and I appreciate being considered to serve 
on our congregation council. 
 
 

 
Dave Gram: I joined St. Paul Lutheran Church just over two years ago when my family 
moved from Pickerington to Westerville. Prior to joining St. Paul, we worshiped at 
Epiphany Lutheran Church in Pickerington, where I went since I was a child. I am always 
excited for opportunities to serve our congregation in any way I can. I work for the State of 
Ohio as an Environmental Claims Analyst and am a graduate of Ohio University with a 
Bachelor of Science degree in Geological Sciences. I attend the 9:30 service with my wife 
of 10 years, Rita, and our two children, Jackson (8) and Annie (6).   
 
 

 
 
 

Joy Longfellow: My family and I have been members of St. Paul for 3 years, although I 
was also a member as a child when my father was a pastor here.  I am married to Bob, and 
our son Matthew is a sophomore at Capital University.  I have been a Math Professor 
(either full-or-part time) at Capital University for over 25 years.  At St. Paul, I am in the 
handbell choir, serve as a lector, participate in the Welcome Center Ministry, and attend the 
Adult Forum.  Throughout my church life, I have been involved in many activities 
including various music ministries, teaching Sunday School and helping with VBS, 
participating in the CROP walk, and serving as an adult chaperone for the National Youth 

Gathering in Detroit in 2015.  All of us really appreciate the warm and caring people who have made us 
feel so at home here. 
 
 
 
 

Ryan Rackley: Ryan and his wife, Carol, have been members of St. Paul since 2007. 
They have been married for 13 years and have two daughters, Summer and Piper, who 
have both been baptized at St Paul. Ryan was previously elected to serve on 
Church Council from 2014 through 2017 with the honor of serving as Council Vice 
President (1 Year) and Council President (2 Years). Ryan and his family attend the 9:30 
service. Ryan holds a Bachelors of Management of Information Sciences degree with a 
Minor in Business Administration. Ryan is an Information Technology Coordinator with 

the Department of Finance and Management for the City of Columbus, Ohio. In this role, Ryan coordinates 
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technology needs and works closely with the Budget and Purchasing teams in their use of the City's 
financial system. Ryan has been with the City of Columbus for 6 years. Prior to his time with the City of 
Columbus, Ryan worked for PricewaterhouseCoopers (PwC) for 13 years as a Technology Supervisor and 
Technology Problem Management Regional lead. Ryan coordinated technology deployments, staff training 
programs, and overall IT project implementations in Columbus and offices throughout the Midwest. Ryan 
is a member of the church Technology Team which helps troubleshoot technology issues and coordinates 
the maintenance of the technology infrastructure at St Paul. "It would be an honor to be elected to serve as 
one of your council members and to represent the congregation in our growing and vibrant church." 
 

David Thomas:  

Member at St. Paul Lutheran Church, Westerville, OH since October 2017 
 
Married to Theresa 
           Four adult children 
           7 grandchildren 
 
 

Activity at St. Paul’s:  
           Worship Assistant 
           Communion Assistant 
           Lector 
           Volunteer in church office 
           Member of Personnel Committee 
 
Most recent Church Membership at Grace Lutheran Church, Tampa, FL 
           Vice President 
           Chair of Personnel Committee 
           Worship Assistant 
           Communion Assistant 
           Lector 
           Volunteer in church office 
 

 
Deb Wallace: A life-long Lutheran, I joined St. Paul in 2008. Here at St. Paul, I served as 
a Stephen Minister, and have been Chair of Altar Guild for a number of years. I am also 
blessed to make a joyful noise with our handbell choir, the Bells of St. Paul. 
 
I have served on Council as Vice-President, and seek re-election to Council to continue the 
important work in progress , I am a graduate of The Ohio State University, and Capital 
University Law School. As a trial attorney, I represented families, individuals, and the 

underserved including victims of discrimination and fraud. In 2011, I “un-retired” myself and went to work 
at WARM, where I started the Westerville Area Kids Lunch Club, the Mobility Mentoring program, and 
served as the Programs and Projects Manager until 2018.  
 
My husband, Chris, and I have two adult children and three big dogs. The Lord gives each of us different 
gifts and talents, and I seek to use the few that I have been given with excellence. I would be honored and 
blessed to continue to serve St. Paul on church council. 
 


