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TRANSFORMED BY JESUS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
 

ACCEPTANCE + GRACE + WISDOM + LOVE 

14th Sunday after Pentecost 
September 15, 2019 

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Congregation Serving the Lord in Worship 

Pam Anderson Worship Accompanist 

Jeff Tolsma Worship Leader 

Benjamin Langton Children’s Message 

Doug De Zeeuw, Marlene De Zeeuw, Rebecca 
Koerselman, Teresa Sampson, Tom Truesdell, 
Angela Kroeze Visser 

Praise Team 

Rosalyn De Koster Preaching 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY TODAY 

Les & Sue Mulder, Al & Sandy Nibbelink Greeters 

Kent Anderson, Brad Gabel Sound & Video 

Amber Altena, Lynae Dadisman, Danielle Beltman Nursery 

Tony & Amber Altena, Mike & Meagan Wallinga Serving Refreshments 

Benjamin Langton C & W Leader 

Lynne McMahan, Mari/Ahman Langton C & W Greeters 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY NEXT WEEK (SEPT. 22) 

Dan & Kathy Kraai, Sampson Family,  Greeters 

Mark Beltman, Jo Van Es Sound & Video 

Steve & Emily Mahr, Nevaeh Sampson Nursery 

Marie Bouma, Sharon Foughty,  
Lynn & Denise Sneller Serving Refreshments 

Rebecca Koerselman C & W Leader 

Cindy Zhang, Leah Hayungs C & W Greeters 

 
 
   

MINISTRIES 

STUFF TO KNOW... 

At American Reformed Church (ARC), children are always invited 
to fully participate in worship, and all ages and stages are         
welcome in the service.  

These ministries are also available to families during worship:  

Worship Bags                       
All Children                                        

Year Round 
          pick up & drop off by elevator               

Nursery                                               
Birth—3YO                                                     
Upper Level: #203 

Year Round 
9:15—11:30 AM 

ARC Kid’s Care Coloring Pages                          
All Children are invited to color a page and drop 
it in the offering plate. These pages are given to 
members of the ARC community unable to     
worship with us regularly.  

Year Round 
during worship 

Worship Reflection Pages                             
All Children are welcome to grab a reflection page 
to work on in worship 

Year Round 
during worship 

 

TODAY, September 15 
During Worship   Children & Worship  
10:45—11:30AM   Sunday School  
4:40—5:45PM       Leaps of Faith 
6:30—8:30PM        High School Youth Group (HSYG) 

 

Wednesday, September 18 
6:15 – 7:30PM     Fuel For Faith (F3) * 

*Bring your Sparkhouse Bible if you have one.  
If you don’t have one, NO BIG DEAL! We’ll share! 

6:15 – 7:30PM     Middle School Youth Group (MSYG) 
 

Sunday, September 22 
During Worship   Children & Worship  
10:45—11:30AM   Sunday School  
4:40—5:45PM       Leaps of Faith 
6:30—8:30PM        High School Youth Group (HSYG) 

Primary Grade Sunday School 
PreK/TK       Room 106 
K & 1st   Room 105 
2nd & 3rd  Room 101 
4th & 5th  Room 102 

 

Middle School Sunday School 
6th—8th   Room 107 

 

High School Sunday School 
9th—12th   Room 108 

All rooms in the lower level. 
Consider serving in the 

nursery this year! 
 

 Rotating schedule 

 No prep needed 

 Just show up to play, 
read books, rock babies.  

 Contact Lizzy Rice for 
more info. 



THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates the congregation may stand. 

 

 PRELUDE 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP       
 
*SONG OF WORSHIP                                    “Mighty to Save” 
 
*GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  

The peace of Christ be with you. 
And also with you. 

 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God of great mercy- 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
and we have sinned against our neighbors. 
We are quick to point fingers and assign blame. 
We slide easily into the role of judge and jury.  
We are slow to offer to others the  
compassion, mercy and love we’ve received from you. 
At times, we even wonder if we are worthy of your compassion, 
if we have done enough to earn your love. 
We wonder if our secret sins are beyond your mercy.    
     

Please use this time of silence for personal confession. 
 

God of wondrous love- 
forgive us for trying to earn what you have freely given to us. 
Forgive us for expecting others to earn it too.   
Forgive us for withholding your good gifts of  
compassion, mercy, and love with ourselves and neighbors.  
Empower us, by your Spirit, 
to embrace our identity as your beloved children.  
Empower us to see that identity in others too.  
Empower us through the witness of Jesus Christ . . . amen. 

 
 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS       “Who You Say I Am” 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children Preschool – 1st grade may be signed in and meet  
Children & Worship leaders at the back of the sanctuary.  

Children are always welcome to remain in worship.  
Worship activity bags, ARC Kids Care coloring pages, and 

worship reflection sheets for children to use during worship 
may be picked up across from the elevator. 

 
*SONG OF PREPARATION                  “Sanctuary” 
           sing twice 

 SCRIPTURE                          Psalm 78:2-7 
 

 SERMON                                            “Living Our Story” 
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 

 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the row. 

 

 OFFERTORY 
 

*DOXOLOGY                                p. 809 
Congregation, please stand when the piano begins. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE  #374                    “Now Thank We...” 
                  vs. 1 & 2 
*BENEDICTION 
 

*SENDING SONG        #374          “Now Thank We…” 
                         v. 3 
                                                                    

*POSTLUDE                             
 

All music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 
 
Welcome 
This morning we welcome our very own Rosalyn De Koster as our guest 
preacher. Thank you! 

Everyone is welcome here. Everyone belongs. Whether you walked in the 
doors for the first time or the 321st time this morning . . . you belong. There are 
no special requirements to be a part of church.  
 
Our denominational tradition does invite people to become members of a 
local church like American. But this isn’t a club; it’s a community. Becoming a 
member is simply a sign of mutual commitment between a person and the 
entire ARC community. If you are interested in learning more about what it 
means to become a member, please contact the pastors 
(elizabetharcoc@gmail.com and mikearcoc@gmail.com).  
 

But remember...you belong beyond membership. 

Who belongs at American Reformed Church? 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
  

Pray for God’s presence for: 
*Phyllis Rensink and family in the loss of a husband, father, and 
grandfather: John Rensink. John passed away early Saturday              
morning, September 7, at the Prairie Ridge Care Center in Orange 
City. A memorial service was held yesterday at ARC. Pray for Christ’s 
comfort and peace to surround Phyllis and the entire Rensink               
family. 
 

*Amanda Van Kley, who has returned to Royal Meadows Care      
Center on Wednesday, September 11, following a stay at the Sioux 
Center Hospital for pneumonia. Please pray for Amanda’s continued 
healing and pray for her parents—Pete and Di Van Kley—as they  
care for her. 
 

*Don Guthmiller, who was admitted to the Orange City Area Health 
System Hospital on Sunday, September 8, with an obstruction. Pray 
for his healing and recovery. 
 

*Connor Tullar, who graduated from basic training and has now     
transitioned to AIT. If you would like to send Connor a card or note 
of encouragement, his address is: 
  PVT Connor Tullar 
  3501 A Avenue 
  5th PLT, Bravo Company, 266th QM 
  FT.LEE, VA 23801 
Note: Only white envelopes and no care packages. 
 

*Jennie & Ben Karnish and their family as they grieve the loss of    
Jennie’s grandmother, Mary Ann Leeper. The funeral is at 2:00 PM 
today, Sunday, Sept. 15, at the Slade-O’Donnell Funeral Home                                     
(http://m.sladefuneralhome.com/) in Leon, Iowa. Please pray for 
Christ’s comfort and peace for Jennie and her family as they grieve. 
 

*Jerry & Jane Brown and Elizabeth Brown Hardeman & Michael  
Hardeman. Jerry was diagnosed with cancer—soft tissue sarcoma—
on Wednesday, September 4. Jerry & Jane and Elizabeth will be 
traveling to the Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota on or before 
September 24-25 to learn more and consult with doctors regarding 
a treatment plan. Pray for wisdom for the doctors, and for peace for 
the family.  
 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  Elizabeth and Mike are off on a week of continuing 
education through tomorrow, Monday, September 16. They are    
attending the Colossian Forum’s 2019 Annual Conference: “A       
Journey toward Hope,” in Grand Rapids, Michigan. If you have a  
pastoral emergency during the pastors’ time off for continuing     
education, please contact the elder on call: 

Sun., Sept. 15 & Mon., Sept. 16: Diane Van Kley 
(kleyvan@nethtc.net or 712.722.5009) 

 

http://m.sladefuneralhome.com/
mailto:kleyvan@nethtc.net


ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASS OFFERINGS BEGIN TODAY 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 15    

10:45 – 11:30 AM 
 
CAN I BELIEVE BOTH SCRIPTURE AND SCIENCE?  
(SEPTEMBER 15 – OCTOBER 13) 
Facilitators: Jason Lief and Sara Sybesma Tolsma 
Location: 202 
As the current political and religious climate becomes more                   
polarized, it is important for the Christian community to                           
understand that science is not a threat to the faith of Christian youth. 
Current research shows young people abandoning institutional 
forms of religion and suggests that a part of this  phenomena is the 
disconnect they perceive between contemporary science and faith. 
Thus, youth ministry must provide young people the opportunity to 
explore the relationship between Christian faith and the faithful   
engagement of the created world through science. This                 
inter-generational class will read the book Jesus Loves You and      
Evolution is True authored by Sara and Jason to explore how                    
theology and science can work together to strengthen the faith of all 
Christians and young people in particular. 
 
THE GREAT SPIRITUAL MIGRATION  
(SEPTEMBER 15 – NOVEMBER 3) 
Facilitators: Jerry and Kim Van Es  
Location: 204 
Clearly, the practice of Christianity has changed over time. Even to-
day, Christians around the world have differing beliefs and practices. 
What will Christianity be like in the future? What should it be like? As 
a student of the Bible and of culture, Pastor and author Brian 
McClaren presents a vision for how Christians should live out this   
historic faith in the present age. Together we will read The Great 
Spiritual Migration: How the World’s Largest Religion is Seeking a 
Better Way to be Christian and discuss McLaren’s provocative ideas. 
 
THE STORIES BEHIND THE PSALMS OF DAVID  
(SEPTEMBER 15 – November 3) 
Facilitator: Paul Bartlett 
Location:  201 
This class will study selected Psalms of David and the Biblical        
accounts of David’s life, drawing particularly on 1st and 2nd Samuel, 
which may have inspired these Psalms. 
 

EVENTS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, September 16 
10:00 AM  Women’s Prayer at Prairie Ridge Care Center  
(Grandview Cottage Dining Room) 
7:00 PM  Esther Circle 
(Heritage Estates Commons Room, 708 2nd St SE. Please enter on 
the west side where, parking is available.) 
Lesson: Bonnie Kaericher:  
            Ordinary Heroes, p. 13, Sept-Oct. Upper Room 
Lunch: Ellene Deets, Jan Vandermeulen 
 
Wednesday, September 18 
11:45 AM  Senior Lunch Bunch will meet at the OC Pizza Ranch.  
Everyone is welcome. No reservations are needed. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 22 
4:30 PM  Worship with your Spanish-speaking brothers and sisters at 
Amistad Cristiana, 130 3rd St NW, Sioux Center. Translation headsets 
are available. Questions? Contact Kim Van Es, 712.441.7164. 
 

RCA PARTNERS IN MISSION TO VISIT ARC 
Olivia (Holt) and Phil Iekel, RCA Partners in Mission, are coming to 
Orange City. We will sit down with them and hear their stories and 
see their Nicaragua photos on Friday, September 27 at 6:30 PM at 
ARC in the Fellowship Hall. All are welcome to connect with this 
young couple and learn more about their ministry and share in some 
delicious appetizers. There may even be some food to try from Nica-
ragua. Please let Kathy Gabel know you can come (text or call 737-
7799) 
 

EXPRESSIONS OF THANKS 
 

“I just want to thank you for all your prayers during my hospital stay. 
It seems I’m finally migraine free thanks to the c-pap machine.     
Special thanks to Pastor Mike for his encouraging words and to 
Renee Vogel for taking care of my cats and having her visiting and 
being a great friend. I’ll be getting an MRI on my neck and head in 
the next couple of weeks. Let’s pray we find more answers.                     
Thank you to my American Family.” 
...Susan West 
 

“A very big thank you to all who helped clean, dust and mop the 
food panty. It looks great! YOU are appreciated!” 
...Mabel Mantel 
 

“Many thanks for all the cards, visits, food, gifts and flowers, but espe-
cially your prayers. I’m so glad to be a part of such an awesome 
church family!” 
...Shirley Mouw 
 


