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We confess that our actions and words  
all too often are rooted in our fear. 
During Advent, we remembered your call  
to wait without fear for God’s love, and justice will have the final word. 
 
Now, in this season of Christmas,  
help us remember Christ’s presence among us and within us  
through the power of the Holy Spirit 
as we live into your call to us. 
In the name of Jesus, God with us, we pray . . . amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                         

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
SONG OF PREPARATION                                     “The Savior of the World” 
                                       
SCRIPTURE                                                                   Luke 2:22-40 
 
SERMON                Daniel Tolsma 
          Western Theological Seminary student  

                                 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
            
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in 
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For 
the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE                              “Light of the World” 
                       
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                     
    

music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                                  Maggie Kensak, piano      
                                                                                                               
CALL TO WORSHIP     

Into our world from the safety of the womb. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Into the stable. Into forgotten places. 
Come, Lord Jesus. 
Into the lives of the poor, bring hope. 
Into the lives of the powerful, bring humility. 
Into the lives of the weary, bring rest. 
Into the lives of the wise, bring courage. 
Into our lives, bring love. 
Come again, Lord Jesus. 
Jesus came into the world.  
Jesus will come again. 
 

SONG OF WORSHIP                                 “Lo, How a Rose” 
       

GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you.    
 
CALL TO CONFESSION                      
 
CONFESSION 

O God, we are waiting for you,  
and we confess that it is difficult for us to do so. 
We confess that we fall prey to cynicism and pessimism.  
Yet, during Advent we remembered your call  
to wait with hopeful expectation.   

  
We confess that we get stuck in passivity and apathy.  
During Advent, we remembered your call  
to wait actively, joining God’s work in the world.  
 
We confess we that it can be difficult  
to set aside our busy schedules and preoccupied lives to worship you. 
During Advent, we remembered your call  
to wait worshipfully, magnifying the God who saves us. 


