
THE WORD OF GOD 
 

SONG OF PREPARATION                   “Be Still” 
 
SCRIPTURE & SERMON      Matthew 23:1-12 
                                          “Stepping Off the Sidewalk” 
 
INVITATION & INSTRUCTIONS FOR COMMUNION 
 
COMMUNION PRAYER 

Creator God, in mystery and wonder you birthed creation. 
Plants and insects, animals and human beings, oceans and 
mountaintops formed and changed, revealing your intentional 
design. You stamped your image upon us. You made covenant 
with us and purposed us to care for all the world — including 
one another. And this truth remains: 

When we fail to fulfill this purpose,  
you do not fail us.  
When we ignore your call,  
you do not give up calling us. 
When your creation seems broken beyond repair,  
you do not give up the work of reconciliation and renewal. 

 
We praise you that in this day you have called us to join 
together in worship. We are your body — different in abilities 
and ideas but united in purpose. Mindful of our entire human 
family, we gather around your table of grace and join our voices 
with all the saints who’ve gone before us, saying together:  

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty, 
who was and is and is to come, 
you are worthy of all our praise.   

 
In humility and with a servant’s heart, you came to dwell 
among us in the person of Jesus. Through Jesus, you extended 
the table so all may be invited and included. Through Jesus, 
your covenant of grace expanded. Remembering this grace, we 
commit ourselves to your reconciling and redeeming purposes.  
For great is the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

 
Help us remember that this bread is not made from one grain 
but many, and the juice of many grapes is gathered together 
and poured into one cup. You call us to this table to feast on 
these reminders of your humble sacrifice so that by your Spirit 
we may be a unified sign of your grace in every place.  

Teach us to embrace the lonely, to serve the poor,  
to reconcile our enemies, and to love our neighbors.  
 

Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, we give glory to you, God 
of grace, now and forever. All God’s people said . . . amen.       

 
COMMUNION 
       

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER              
During the prayer, the congregation is invited to respond to  

“O Lord,” with “hear our prayer.” 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE & REFLECTION            “A Place at Your Table” 
                                           
BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE        

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
  
 PRELUDE  
         
 CALL TO WORSHIP                     
        

O give thanks to the Lord  
whose steadfast love is forever.  
For our God gathered the redeemed  
from the east and the west,  
from the north and the south.  
And our God gathered  
the hungry and the thirsty,  
the troubled and the distressed.  
O give thanks to the Lord whose steadfast love is forever 
and ever.   
 
Indeed, in God’s presence, we are gathered. 
Before God’s word, we are gathered. 
Around God’s table, we are gathered. 
In praise before our Redeemer, we are gathered.  

  
 SONG OF WORSHIP “We Praise You, O God, Our Redeemer” 
       
 GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you.    
 
 CALL TO CONFESSION 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION                    

God who stepped down to earth for us — 
We know that Jesus said: 
“The greatest among you will be your servant.” 
Yet, we confess that we do not really want to be servants. 
We do not really want to sacrifice our own  
comfort, security, and abundance  
for our near and far neighbors.  
Truthfully, O God, we are afraid  
that there will not be enough 
or that we will be taken advantage of by others.  
 

We know that Jesus said:  
“All who exalt themselves will be humbled,  
and all who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Yet, we find it difficult to live this out. 
We are attracted to the idea of power,  
and we seek to align ourselves  
with those who are in power. 
Truthfully, O God, we are afraid  
of not having the advantage over others,  
and we are afraid of not being in control.  
 
By your Spirit, help us resist: 
the temptation to seek power,  
the impulse to align ourselves  
with those who abuse power,  
and the fear that prevents us from standing up  
to those who wield power like a weapon  
so that our lives give witness  
to the humble, servant-hearted presence of Jesus.  
in whose name we pray . . . amen. 

 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS   
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