
January 31, 2021 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE                

 

PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                                from Psalm 86 
Teach me your ways, O Lord,  
Teach me your ways, O Lord,  
that I may walk in your truth.  
that I may walk in your truth.  
Teach me your ways, O Lord,  
that I may walk in your truth.  
Teach me your ways, O Lord,  
that I may walk in your truth.  
 

Give me an undivided heart  
Give me an undivided heart  
that I may worship your name.  

     that I may worship your name.    
Give me an undivided heart  
that I may worship your name.  
Give me an undivided heart  

     that I may worship your name.    
 

Teach me your ways, O Lord 
That I may walk in your truth. 
Give me an undivided heart  

     that I may worship your name.    
 
SCRIPTURE                                                               Ezra 3:7-9 
 

SERMON    “The Call to Return: Something New” 
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
        
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save 
us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, 
the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
 

SONG OF RESPONSE                                 “God You Spin the Whirling Planets” 
                                                   

BENEDICTION 
 

POSTLUDE  
music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 

                               
 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                                        Philip De Koster, organ  
                                                                                                                  

CALL TO WORSHIP            
  

SONG OF WORSHIP                                     “Only a Holy God” 
 

GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you.    

                    
PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Have mercy on us 
Have mercy on us, O Lord 
Have mercy, O Lord 
Have mercy 
 

When we lose sight of our place in the world —  
those called to gather in community and unity 
as witnesses to your reconciling purposes,  
in your mercy, help us find a new way, O God. 
 

Have mercy on us . . . 
 

When we are stuck in the patterns of the world around us —  
patterns of division and polarization,   
in your mercy, help us find a new way, O God. 
 

Have mercy on us . . .  
  
When we have forgotten our identity as a people  
called to bless the whole world in word and deed, 
in your mercy, help us find a new way, O God. 
 

Have mercy on us . . . 
 

Pour mercy into our hearts and minds. 
Give us eyes to see and ears to hear 
the new things you are doing  
in every place, every pattern, and every person. 
When we doubt your ability to show up anew,  
sprout the seeds of belief within us. 
In your mercy, help us find a new way, O God. 
 

Have mercy on us . . .             
 
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                                   

 


