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TRANSFORMED BY JESUS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
 

ACCEPTANCE + GRACE + WISDOM + LOVE 

a season in the Psalms 

Psalm 32        Psalm 95        Psalm 23        Psalm 130 

Twenty-Fifth Sunday  
after Pentecost  

November 11, 2018 

 

 

Participating in Worship 
 

The Congregation                                               Serving the Lord in Worship 
Julia Huisman                                                                                    Organist 
Pam Anderson, Rosalyn De Koster,                                             Praise Team 
Jacob Gabel, Kevin McMahan,  
Pastors Elizabeth & Mike Hardeman                               Leading in Worship 
Gail Marincovich                                                               Children’s Message 

Sunday School is in the midst of a 
renovation hiatus.  

 
Please note these location 

changes for Children & Worship:  
Green (3YO-4YO)        UL #201 
Purple (K-1st)               UL #204 
Feast & Music      UL #204 

All children may be picked up @ 
10:45 from room 204. 

LL=Lower Level; UL=Upper Level 

 

 
*These 2 groups join together in room 204 for feast and music time for the last half of C & W. 

All children may be picked up @ 10:45AM from room 204 (behind Rosalyn DeKoster’s office). 

Nursery                              
Birth—3YO                                    
Upper Level: #203 

Year Round 
9:15—11:30 AM 

Children & Worship                      
3YO—1st Grade                                      
Upper Level: #201(Green) #204(Purple) 

Sept. 9 – May 5    
after children’s message* 

 

MINISTRIES 

STUFF TO KNOW... 

TODAY, November 11 
During Worship    Children & Worship * 

*Pick up all children @10:45 from room 204. 
10:45—11:15AM     All-Ages Choir Practice  
                              NO Sunday School 
4:40—5:45PM         Leaps of Faith Practice  
6:30—8:30PM         HSYG (9th-12th) in Sanctuary   

Wednesday, November 14 
NO F3   

6:15 – 7:30PM       MGYG (5th-8th) Upper Level @ Church  
Sunday, November 18 
During Worship    Children & Worship * 

*Pick up all children @10:45 from room 204. 
10:45—11:15AM     All All-Ages Choir Practice  
                              NO Sunday School 
                              NO Leaps of Faith Practice  
4:30PM                  HSYG (9th-12th) to Rend Collective 

At ARC children are invited to fully participate in worship,  
and all ages and stages are welcome in the service.  

These ministries are also available to families during worship:  

Worship Bags           
All Children                                        

Year Round 
          pick up & drop off by elevator               

NEAR FUTURE DATES 
 

Sun. Nov. 25  4PM 
Advent Adornment* 

*Everyone welcome as we prepare 
the church for Advent.              

See announcement for details. 
 
 

Sun. Dec. 2  
HSYG (9th-12th) lead worship 

Everyone is welcome here. Everyone belongs. Whether you walked in 
the doors for the first time or the 321st time this morning . . . you    
belong. There are no special requirements to be a part of church.  
 
Our denominational tradition does invite people to become       
members of a local church like American. But this isn’t a club; it’s      
a community. Becoming a member is simply a sign of mutual     
commitment between a person and the entire ARC community. If 
you are interested in learning more about what it means to become 
a member, please contact the pastors (elizabetharcoc@gmail.com 
and mikearcoc@gmail.com).  
 

But remember...you belong beyond membership. 

Who belongs at American Reformed Church? 



THE APPROACH TO GOD 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates you may stand if you wish. 

 

 PRELUDE 
 
 CALL TO WOSHIP             “Gather Your Children, Dear Savior, in Peace” 

God gathers the lost and the least. 
God gathers the divided and the disruptive.  
God gathers the wanderer and the wonderer. 
God gathers all who long for a place and for peace. 
God gathers. God gathers us. God gathers us here. 

 
*SONG OF WORSHIP  #701—vv. 1, 2, & 4 “God is Here!” 
        tune on #45     
 
*GOD’S GREETING 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION       

God who welcomes us and calls us to deeper discipleship, 
the words of the gospel story invite us to reflect on our lives 
revealing the ways we have neglected to follow  
in the path of Jesus.  
 
“Now, all the tax collectors and sinners  
were coming near to listen to Jesus.”  
We confess that our packed calendars and full schedules  
leave us little time to listen to and reflect  
the ways that Jesus calls to us. Forgive us, God. 

 
Please use this time of silence for personal confession. 

 
“The Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling . . . “ 
We confess that we are quick to grumble with assumptions.   
These assumptions about others sew seeds of discontent 
and division in our lives and in the lives of others. Forgive us, God.  
 

Please use this time of silence for personal confession. 
 
“. . . and saying, ‘This fellow welcomes sinners and eats with them.’” 
We confess that this busyness and division prevents us 
from gathering in and nurturing the development of community.  
Jesus showed us a different way by living a hospitable life  
and making space for both the Pharisee and the tax collector.   
By your Spirit, empower us to be welcomers and gatherers.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray . . . amen.  

 
 *ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    “Christ is Risen; He is Risen Indeed” 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
  

Children ages 3—1st grade may exit the sanctuary doors 
to meet Children & Worship leaders. Children are also welcome to  

remain with their families in worship.  
Worship bags are by the elevator. 

 
*SONG OF PREPARATION                                                 “Gather Us In” 
 
 SCRIPTURE                                                                           Luke 15:1-2 
 
 SERMON                                                     “Jesus: the failed illusionist” 
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 STORIES OF GRATITUDE               Video 
 
 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

    Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the pew. 
 
 OFFERTORY 
 
*DOXOLOGY   #809  

Please stand and sing when the organ begins playing. 
 

*SONG OF RESPONSE  #800—vv. 1-2              “The Gathering” 
                                                            tune of #558 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*SENDING SONG  #800—v. 3                   “The Gathering” 
                    tune on #558  
 
*POSTLUDE 
 

All music & lyrics used by permission  - CCLI #374890 
 
 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Prayers for Peace: 
*Ron Kolenbrander (uncle of Sara & Kevin Huyser) – in hospice care at 
the Orange City Area Health System Hospital 
 

We offer prayers of celebration and thanksgiving that:  
*Dwaine Tiedeman, son-in-law of Al & Sandy Nibbelink, returned 
home from his service in Afghanistan this past Tuesday. We praise 
God for God’s protection and care! 
 

EVENTS FOR TODAY 
 

10:30-10:45  Coffee Fellowship in the gathering area directly behind 
the sanctuary. 
 

10:45-11:15 AM  All-Ages Choir A 
WHO: Anyone 3 to 103* 
WHEN: Practice—November 11, 18, 25; 10:45—11:15AM** 
WHERE: the ARC Sanctuary 
*EVERYONE is invited to an intergenerational choir experience. The 
choir will practice and prepare a piece that will be sung in worship 
on December 9. NO Sunday School 

 

4:40-5:45 PM  Leaps of Faith Rehearsal (Sanctuary) 
 

6:30-8:30 PM  High School Youth Group (in the Sanctuary) 
 

EVENTS FOR THE WEEK 
 

Monday, November 12 
10:00-11:00 AM  Women’s Prayer at Prairie Ridge Care Center
(Grandview Cottage Dining Room) Questions? Contact Arlene Punt 
(707-4600). 
 

Wednesday, November 14 
For information on Kids & Youth Ministries, see back of bulletin! 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Pastors’ Vacation 
Elizabeth and Mike are on vacation beginning tomorrow, Monday, 
November 12, through Sunday, November 18. If you have a pastoral 
emergency during the pastors’ vacation, please contact the elder on 
call: 

Monday, Nov. 12 through Saturday, Nov. 17: Bill Kepp 
                             (712.395.0489) 

Sunday, Nov. 18: Benjamin Langton  
                            (712.203.9636) 

 

Guest Preacher 
On Sunday, November 18, ARC Member Daniel Den Boer will be our 
guest preacher.  Daniel is the Director of Living Your Faith at 
Northwestern College and is a student in the Master of Divinity 
distance learning program at Western Theological Seminary. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

ADVENT ADORNMENT 
Food, Fun, and Festiveness!  It's the annual Advent 
Adornment! Come join us as we deck the halls and 
walls of the church on Sunday, November 25.         
Decorating begins at 4:00 PM followed by a meal 
and some carol singing around 6:00 PM.  Main dish 
is provided, but bring a side to share. Sign-up at the 
Welcome Center so we know how to plan.         
Questions?  See Rosalyn De Koster. 

 

DO YOU HAVE A NATIVITY SCENE WITH A SPECIAL STORY? 
Do you have a nativity scene at home with a      
special story? Would you be willing to share it 
with us? We are looking for nativity scenes to   
borrow and display this Advent and Christmas 
season,  especially ones that might hold a special 
memory or meaning to you. The displays might 
be touched by small hands, so please take this 
into consideration. If you'd be willing to share 

your nativity with us, please contact Rosalyn De Koster at            
rosalynarcoc@gmail.com and bring it to church by Sunday,           
November 25. 
 

SIGN-UP TO PROVIDE COOKIES/BARS 
Four weekly volunteers are needed to each provide        
4 dozen cookies/bars for coffee fellowship time on a 
designated Sunday, beginning January 6, 2019. Please 
stop by the Welcome Center to sign-up! 
 
 

EXPRESSION OF THANKS 
 

“Thank you, ARC family, for your encouragement and prayers during 
my surgery and recovery. It is greatly appreciated!” 
...Twila Netten 
 

“It is with grateful hearts we extend our thanks to the ARC congre-
gation for their concerns, words of encouragement and the many 
prayers offered during the deployment of our son-in-law, Dwaine 
Tiedeman, to Afghanistan. Thank you for being a praying people, 
Dwaine returned home safely on Tuesday, November 6. Thanks be to 
God!” 
...Sandy & Al Nibbelink and Families 
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