
 

Bell Ringing on Easter Sunday, March 27 
ATTENTION: All children aged 3 years - 1st grade 
The Children & Worship Choir will play hand bells to help  celebrate Jesus'   resurrection on 
Easter Sunday, March 27th. All children (3 years - 1st grade)are welcome to join Sherri 
Langton at the front of the sanctuary immediately after the Children's Message to play their 
bells. Hope to see you there!    Questions? Sherri Langton, sherriandben@yahoo.com. 

Fifth Sunday of Easter  
April 24, 2016 

Volunteers for Sunday, May 1, 2016 

Exterior Doors Greeters 
Lynne Grossmann (U/W)  
Gary & Brenda Richardson (D/E)  
Dan & Kathy Kraai (D/SE)  
Sanctuary Doors Greeters 
Doug & Marlene De Zeeuw 
Bill & Kristy Kepp 
Serving Refreshments 
Don & Maryls Hop 
Jo Van Es 
Providing cookies/bars 
Cindy Cleveringa, Jen Olsen,  
Erin Nelson, Brenda Richardson 

Children’s Message 
Laura Jonker 
Children & Worship 
3 & 4 YO Story: “Jesus Commissions  
           the Disciples” 
Leader: Rebecca Koerselman 
Helpers: Amy Cleveringa, Amy Stauffer 
5 & 6 YO Story: “John...teaches through  
             the World” 
Leader: Kathy Gabel 
Helpers: Angela Visser & Gabel Family 
Hall Monitor 
Mark Beltman 

New! “Guest Connector” 
By Laura Jonker, Welcome Team Leader 

“Hello! I don’t think I’ve introduced myself to you before.    
I am…” The greeting is simple. But its impact is profound. 
When I heard these words repeated this past weekend in 
Chicago, I was immediately set at ease. I felt noticed,    
welcomed, and invited into conversation in an unfamiliar 
space. The ensuing dialogue transformed the foreign space 
into one of connection and warmth. Suddenly, I felt I     
belonged. 
 

Such connection and belonging is our hope for the space 
here at ARC every Sunday. While the current greeter system 
volunteers provide a friendly welcome for visitors at the 
entrances, we know that spreading a true sense of        
belonging requires time and space for further conversation. 
Thus, we are excited to extend our greeter system beyond 
the front door through volunteer “Guest Connectors”.   
Starting June 5th, Guest Connectors will intentionally seek to  
welcome new faces each Sunday morning. The responsibili-
ties are quite basic: be intentionally aware of new faces and 
engage them in conversation. By simply introducing     
themselves to guests, Guest Connectors will seek to create 
space of a warm welcome beyond the front door. 
 

What will this look like? Before worship Guest Connectors 
can mingle and talk as they normally would on a typical 
Sunday morning; however, Guest Connectors are on the 
lookout for newer faces, people who aren’t being included in 
a conversation and people who look like they may need 
some help. If visitors seem confused, Guest Connectors may 
show them the location of the nursery, restrooms, sanctuary 
or even the nearest cup of hot coffee. After worship, Guest 
Connectors will mingle and invite new faces into             
conversation during the Coffee Fellowship time. Overall, 
Guest Connectors will serve as the friendly faces that are 
prepared to further the welcome of our current greeters. 
 

If you are interested in learning more about the possibility of 
serving as a Guest Connector, please sign up at the       
Welcome Center to attend one of our two training sessions. 
Welcome Team Member Benjamin Langton will host 
the conversations on both May 1st and August 21st 
from 10:45-11:45 AM. All participants w ill be invited, 
but not obligated, to sign up for a Sunday to serve as a 
Guest Connector in the coming months. Come and explore 
how you can help connect with guests and transform the 
space of ARC from foreign to familiar! 
 

Note: The current greeter system will not change. The Guest 
Connector is an entirely new opportunity that serves to  
enhance, but not infringe, on the work of our current     
entrance greeters!  
 

If you have any questions, feel free to speak with me or 
email me at: arckidsmin@gmail.com. 

 

What’s Happening on Sunday? 
8:15 AM  Sanctuary Choir (Balcony) 
 

9:30 AM  Worship (Sanctuary) 
Scripture: Ruth 2:1-23 
Sermon: “Risk-Taking Ruth, Benevolent Boaz,  
                   and the Never-Forsaking God” 
Leading in Worship: Mike & Elizabeth Hardeman 
Children’s Message: Kim Van Es 
 

10:30 AM  Coffee Fellowship (Lobby Area) 
Serving Refreshments 
Tom & Sharon Foughty, Shirley Mouw, Jan Wilbeck 
Providing cookies/bars 
Brandy Byl, Pam Hofmeyer, Shirley Mouw, Muriel Powell 
 

10:30-10:45 AM  Hands of Praise 
(Grades 2-5; Fellowship Hall) 
 

10:45-11:45 AM  Sunday School for All Ages 
Adult Class: 

 Some “Greats” from Church History  
 (Fireside Room #201) 
 Facilitator, Mitch Kinsinger, will introduce attendees   
 to the life and work of one of the “past greats” from  
 church history, Reinhold Niebuhr. 

 

6:30-8:30 PM  High School Youth Group  
(meet at the Lamberts) 
 

Volunteering for Today 
 

Bulletin Delivery  
Wanda Korthals, Benjamin Langton, Tamara Fynaardt 
Exterior Doors Greeters 
Betty Ferrell (U/W)  
John & Phyllis Rensink (D/E)  
Joel & Laura Stauffer (D/SE)  
Sanctuary Doors Greeters 
Gabel Family 
Nursery 
Tyrone & Laura Genade, Emily Hayungs 
Children & Worship 
3 & 4 YO Story: “Jesus Appears to Thomas” 
Leader: Laura Jonker 
Helpers: Tullar Family 
5 & 6 YO Story: “Dorcus...Helps the Poor in Judea” 
Leader: Joseph Tolsma 
Helpers: Sara & Daniel Tolsma 
Hall Monitor 
Jo Van Es 
Sound 
Tony Altena, Todd Nelson 

Bulletin Delivery  
Kevin McMahan 
Arlene Punt  
Lynne Hubers 
Nursery 
Paul Karssen 
Kim Van Es 
Mari Langton 
Sound 
John Hofmeyer 
Todd Nelson 
Videography 
Lynn Sneller 
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Hospitalized: 
*Doc Neumann (Orange City) 
 

Please join together in praying for: 
*Lynne and John Hubers and family. Their daugh-
ter, Jennifer, and granddaughter, Anneke, (in Michigan) 
are doing well. Jennifer will most likely be released early in 
the week but will continue to struggle with high blood 
pressure for some time.  
 

On Saturday (Apr 16) as John and Lynne were on their 
way back to Orange City, John's mom, Margaret, fell and 
broke her hip. Margaret had surgery in Sioux City on   
Sunday (Apr 17). Please join together in praying for Mar-
garet as well as she recovers and prepares to return 
home. 

*Richard Vander Wel (son of Don & Mary Lou) who 
is receiving chemo and radiation treatments, on an outpa-
tient basis in Sioux Falls, SD, for rectal cancer.  
 

*PLEASE NOTE:  I f a pastoral concern or need     
arises, please contact the  
Church Office 737-4430 
Pastor Elizabeth or Pastor Mike 737-4430 / 737-9050 
or an on-call Elder: 
Apr 21-23:  Mitch Kinsinger  737-8977 / 441-5992 
April 24-30:  Wanda Korthals  756-4306 / 395-1761 
May 1-7: Paul Bartlett  737-8541/707-7286/441-7218 

Announcing the  
Events for the Week 

Praying for  
God’s People 

Daily Bible Readings for  
Your Devotions  

and Worship Preparation 
April 25-May 1 
25 Monday Acts 16:9-15 
26 Tuesday Psalm 67 
27 Wednesday Revelation 21:10, 22-27 
28 Thursday Revelation 22:1-5 
29 Friday John 14:23-29 
30 Saturday John 5:1-9 
  1 Sunday Sixth Sunday of Easter; Ruth 3:1-8 

Monday, April 25 
  9:30-10:30 AM  Young Family Nursery Play Date 
  Need a change of scenery? Tired of playing with the  
  same toys every day? Come to the ARC Nursery (Room  
  207) on Monday mornings for an informal play-time and  
  fellowship with parents and young children (birth-6 yrs.) 
  Hope to see you there! Questions? Contact Laura Genade  
  at 441-6882 or lgenade@gmail.com. 
10:00-11:00 AM  Women’s Prayer Group 
(Prairie Ridge Care Center, Grandview Cottage Dining 
Room, located in the southwest part of the building.)      
  Questions? Contact Arlene Punt at 707-4600. 
  1:30 PM  Weekly Women’s Faith Sharing (Library) 
  For questions, contact Lynne Grossmann (737-4202) 
 

Wednesday, April 27 
  6:30-7:45 PM  F3  K-garten through 5th grade 
  (East Education Unit—lower level) 
  6:30-7:45 PM  MSYG (MSY Room #109)  
7:00 PM  Genesis, the Genome, and Adam 
(Sanctuary) by Dennis Venema 
 
 

MSYG & F3 Year End Party 
What: MSYG & F3 Family Year 
End Party 
When: Wednesday, May 4th 
from 5:30-7 PM 
Where: ARC Fellowship Hall  

 

Why: Come celebrate the end of our program year 
with the entire family! We'll eat a meal together at 5:30 pm 
and then break into teams for a family-friendly dodge ball 
tournament. 
 

RSVP: P lease email Laura Jonker  
(arckidsmin@gmail.com) by April 25th if you are NOT able 
to attend. We will plan on your family unless we hear    
otherwise. Hope to see you there! 

Donate Shoes for Soles4Souls 
Once again, ARC has partnered with Village 
Northwest Unlimited in Sheldon and Soles4Souls 
by collecting new and gently used shoes. 
Soles4Souls currently distributes shoes in 125 
countries and is distributing a pair of shoes  every 
9 seconds. Bring your shoes and place them in 

the Village Northwest Unlimited/Soles4Souls collection box 
on the lower level of ARC, by Sunday, May 1st. (NOTE: 
Please put a rubber band around each pair of shoes before 
placing it in the collection box.) Should you have any ques-
tions, please contact Keith Hoskins at 737-4127. 

Needed: 
Children's Message Teachers 

Do you have a gift for teaching? Do you 
love young children? If so, please       
consider serving as a Children's Message 
Teacher during the summer months (May
-Sept) or beyond. Teaching children's 
messages is a great opportunity to see 
our faith through the eyes of a child, 

share God's word in creative ways, and connect to the 
youngest members of our church family. Please contact 
Laura Jonker (arckidsmin@gmail.com) if you would like 
more information about how you can get involved! 

Genesis, the Genome, and Adam 
by Dennis Venema 

7:00 PM  Wednesday, April 27, 2016 
Sanctuary of American Reformed Church 
Orange City, IA 
Do humans share ancestry with other forms of life? Do we 
descend from an ancestral couple, or from a population? 
Are science and scripture in conflict? This talk will cover 
recent developments in genomic science and the how they 
challenge common interpretations of the creation accounts.  
 

Dennis Venema is professor of Biology at Trinity Western 
University and Fellow of Biology for the BioLogos Founda-
tion. He writes frequently on the evidence for evolution 
from a genetic perspective. He is co-author (with Scot 
McKnight) of Adam and the Genome: Reading Scripture 
After Genetic Science (Brazos, 2017). 
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Reflections on the Middle School Retreat 

The Middle School Retreat theme centered on being fascinated with the small ordinary things and acts God puts in  
motion each day. Notice the beauty of every flower. Notice the beauty in every person. Encourage and nurture 
both to recognize that each was made exactly as God planned. 
 – Benjamin Langton 
 
I had a blast at the MSR. I met some new friends, tried new activities, and showed our thanks and our love to God 
through worship and praise. My favorite part was the Worship Time, the band was amazing, they were full of    
energy and weren't afraid to show their love to God. I also enjoyed going to the Westhaven Community Nursing 
home in Boone Iowa. It made me so happy to see the residents happy, and made me realize how precious life is. 
This was a great weekend. 
 – Sera Burg 
 
I enjoyed being able to experience new things with my friends at the Middle School Retreat. I learned God will  
always be there for you; you just need to ask. 
 – Olivia Brunsting 
 
On the Middle School Retreat, our service project was playing games at a nursing home. It was fun getting to see 
the elderly people get up and involved. We had speakers each day. I learned that we need to listen God’s calling 
and respond to it. We also need to accept who God made us to be. Another thing I liked was the band that played 
for us. They made it seem like we were at a concert. Overall, all of the speakers were inspirational and I figured 
out you can learn a lot just by listening. 
 – Natasha Sampson 
 

 
My favorite part was playing GaGa ball. You and the other players are in a circled pit. You have to hit the ball 
below the knees of the other people to stay in. I won three or four times when I played. This was the third time 
I had tried the game. It was fun to play. I saw some friends from school and along the way I also made some 
new friends. 
 – Patrick Muilenburg 
 
One of my favorite parts of the weekend was connecting with others. We had assigned time for doing what you 
wanted with that time. During our free time I made a lot of new friends. 
 – Katelyn Reuvers 
 
My favorite part of the weekend was the service project. The people looked happy. They probably don’t get to 
do the fun things we did that often and it felt good to see their smiles as we played with them. 
 – Anton Burg 
 
It was great getting to know the youth outside of the church environment. They asked so many great questions 
and God was definitely planting seeds in them. They really impressed me with their willingness to serve and how 
comfortable they were with the nursing home residents during our service project. 
 – Beth Benschoter 
 
During the retreat we spent a few hours with the residents in a nursing home. We went and got the residents 
who wanted to participate or watch the activity, and we brought them to the activity room. We got to know 
them through playing a version baseball and beanbag toss. I think spending our afternoon with them made their 
day and we learned a lot about patience and thoughtfulness. 
 – Tessa Burg 
 
During the worship songs God really popped out. The musicians made it feel like God was right beside me. God 
is always there when you need him the most. God is the true King. 
 – Tristan Blom 
 
I liked the camp activities. There was a swimming pool, archery tag, a giant swing, mini golf, and black light 
dodgeball. In Archery Tag you shoot arrows at people and if you hit someone on the other team you were out. I 
was a beast at Archery Tag. I also went hiking with my friends. 
 – Tyson Blom 
 
I enjoyed the Middle School Retreat. My favorite part was the service project. We helped at a nursing home, and 
got to hang out with the residents. We had the same thing last year, but I enjoyed it. I also did the camp     
activities. I went to the swimming pool and won a ticket to ride on the giant swing. After this trip I feel a lot 
closer to God and also to my friends. 
 – Alyssa Beltman 
 
We had a great time at the Middle School Retreat.  The students enjoyed the wide range of activities and the 
great food at the camp.  It was good to see them interacting with their friends and enjoying the great outdoors 
in their own way.  I had a few opportunities for one-on-one conversations about life, God and other random 
goofiness with several of our youth. Their hearts for service and the care they used at the nursing home, while 
still being themselves was a beautiful thing to experience. Their hunger to grow in their faith is inspiring and 
makes me love working with them more and more. It was a treasure to go with them and watch them grow a 
little more. 
 – Rosalyn De Koster 
 
On Sunday a college student named Brody told the sermon. He talked about how we should be ourselves and do 
what God calls us to do. I liked it because sometimes when I’m around my friends, I act like someone I’m not. I 
learned I don’t have to impress them or be like them. Instead, I shouldn’t care what others think. It’s God’s 
opinion that matters most. So, to sum it up, be yourself. Be you! 
 – Mari Langton 
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