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TRANSFORMED BY JESUS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
 

ACCEPTANCE + GRACE + WISDOM + LOVE 

The Season of Easter—Week 3       
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PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Congregation Serving the Lord in Worship 

Teresa Sampson Worship Accompanist 

Doug De Zeeuw, Marlene De Zeeuw, Mari 
Langton, TeresaSampson, Dustin Schuur, and 
Kim Van Es 

Praise Team 

Pastor Mike & Pastor Elizabeth Worship Leaders 

Rosalyn De Koster, Pastor Elizabeth, &  
Pastor Mike 

Celebrating Milestones 
Leaders 

Samuel Altena, Micah Elliott, Micaiah Brown 
Hardeman, Blake Schwarz, Will Stauffer, Noah 
Tjaden, Margareta Visser, and Anna Wallinga  

First Grade Bible Recipients 

Jacob Gabel, Emily Hayungs, Maggie Kensak, 
Luke Kleinhesselink, Natalie Sampson, and 
Connor Tullar 

High School Graduates 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY TODAY 

Eric & Carolyn Elder Greeters 

Ben Kamp, Jo Van Es Sound & Video 

Dan & Kathy Kraai, Steve & Emily Mahr Serving Refreshments 

Mary Schram, Steve Mahr, Riah Hardeman Nursery 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY NEXT WEEK (MAY 12) 

Doug & Marlene De Zeeuw Greeters 

Doug De Zeeuw, Lynn Sneller Sound & Video 

Don & Mary Lou Vander Wel, Dan & Mary Schram Serving Refreshments 

Kevin & Sara Huyser, Natalie Sampson Nursery 

  

 

   

MINISTRIES 

STUFF TO KNOW... 

 

 

 
*All children can be picked up after worship from room 104/106 in the lower level             

Children’s Ministry area.  

Nursery                              
Birth—3YO                                    
Upper Level: #203 

Year Round 
9:15—11:30 AM 

Children & Worship                      
3YO—1st Grade                                      
Lower Level: #104/106 

Sept. 9 – May 5    
after children’s message* 

At ARC children are invited to fully participate in worship,  
and all ages and stages are welcome in the service.  

These ministries are also available to families during worship:  

Worship Bags           
All Children                                        

Year Round 
          pick up & drop off by elevator               

   

TODAY, Sunday, May 5 
During Worship   Celebrating Milestones  
                                 1st Graders Receive Bibles 
                                  Graduates Receive Bibles 
                             FINAL Children & Worship* 

*Children can be picked up after worship in room 106. 
6:30—8:30PM        FINAL HSYG (9th-12th gr.) 

Sun., June 2      HIS Work Camp team prep meeting  
 @ the DeKoster’s house 
 6:30-8:30PM 

 
June 21—30      HIS Work Camp in Tennessee (9th-12th gr.) 
 
July 26—28       Power Connection in Minneapolis (6th-8th gr.) 

D ON ’ T  F ORGET  T HESE  D AT ES  

SUMMER REMINDERS 
 Children & Worship does NOT meet in the summer. Worship 

bags, ARC Kids Care coloring pages, and worship reflection 
pages will be available all summer. 

 The Nursery Ministry is completely covered by volunteers 
with no NWC Nursery Staff. 

 Nursery care is offered every Sunday with slightly different 
hours (9:15 to 10:35 AM).  



THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates the congregation may stand. 

 
 PRELUDE 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP 
 
*SONG OF WORSHIP                                                            “All Praise” 
 
*GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE    
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Risen Christ— 
following your resurrection your followers  
met behind locked doors for fear of the Jews. 
Though we wish it were different,  
we confess that we, too, are paralyzed by fear.  
We are fearful of growing up or growing old, 
of perplexing challenges beyond us or within us, 
of unresolved histories and uncertain futures. 
Most of all, we fear opening ourselves to resurrection life in you 
and Spirit-inspired opportunities in your world. 
Have mercy upon us and forgive us, Lord. 
 
Please use this period of silence for personal confession. 
 
Living Lord: 
by the power of the Holy Spirit, set us free from our fears 
to follow you in mission in the world. Amen. 

 
*SONG OF ASSURANCE                                               “I’ll Not Be Shaken” 

 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 CELEBRATING MILESTONES AND BAPTISMAL PROMISES             Insert 

Children ages 3 to 1st grade are welcome to attend Children & 
Worship. Greeters will meet them in the back of  

the fellowship hall now. They may be picked up after worship from 
the lower level children’s ministry room 106.  

 

Worship bags and coloring pages are available next to the         
Welcome Center for children who remain in worship. 

 
*SONG OF PREPARATION #254                          “Alleluia, Alleluia!” 
                                                                                                      vv. 1 & 3 

 SCRIPTURE                               John 20:19-23 
 
 SERMON                      “Encountering Jesus: A Case of Cowardice” 
 
 MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT & INVITATION 
 
 COMMMUNION PRAYER 
     The Lord be with you. 
 And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts! 
 We lift them up to the Lord.  
     Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 It is right to give our thanks and praise! 
 

With joy we praise you, gracious God, for you have created heaven 
and earth, made us in your image, and kept covenant with us—even 
when we fell into sin. We give you thanks for Jesus Christ, our Lord, 
who by his glorious resurrection overcame the power of sin and 
gave us new life. Therefore we join our voices with all the saints and 
angels and the whole creation to proclaim the glory of your name: 
  
 Sung a cappella: 
 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
 All thy works shall praise thy name,  
 in earth, and sky, and sea; 
 Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
 God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

                          
Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect 
sacrifice offered once on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for the 
sin of the whole world. In the joy of his resurrection and in 
expectation of his coming again, we offer ourselves to you as holy 
and living sacrifices. Together we proclaim the mystery of the faith: 
 

Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again. 
 
Nourished at this table, O God, may we know Christ’s redemptive 
love and live a new life in him. Help us who recognize our Lord in 
the breaking of bread to see and serve him in all whose lives are 
broken. Give us who are fed at his hand grace to share our bread 
with the hungry and with the hungry of heart. Keep us faithful in 
your service, until Christ comes in final victory, and we shall feast 
with all your saints in the joy of your eternal realm. Even so, come 
Lord Jesus!  
 

 COMMUNION 
This morning we will remain seated for communion. Those who desire 
anointing of oil and prayer for healing are welcome to come forward 

while the bread is being served. Children are invited participate in 
communion at the discretion of their parents/ guardians. 

All communion elements are gluten free.  
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

 LENTEN GENEROSITY STORY              April Buysman 
 

 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 
Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the row. 

 

 OFFERTORY 
 

*DOXOLOGY                               p. 809 
Congregation, please stand with pastors and sing a cappella. 

 

*SONG OF RESPONSE                      “Will You Come and Follow Me” 
                vv. 1 & 2 
 

*BENEDICTION 
 

*SENDING SONG             “Will You Come and Follow Me” 
                                                                                                  vv. 3, 4, & 5 
 

All music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 
 
 

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING WORSHIP is a Congregational Meeting  
(Fellowship Hall)  
All ARC confessing members are invited to attend. The purpose of the 
meeting is to elect consistory members. Nominees for the office of 
elder are Beau Koerselman and Di Van Kley. Nominees for the office of 
deacon are Jill Haarsma and Angela Kroeze-Visser. 

Who belongs at American Reformed Church? 

Everyone is welcome here. Everyone belongs. Whether you walked in the 
doors for the first time or the 321st time this morning . . . you belong. There are 
no special requirements to be a part of church.  
 
Our denominational tradition does invite people to become members of a 
local church like American. But this isn’t a club; it’s a community. Becoming a 
member is simply a sign of mutual commitment between a person and the 
entire ARC community. If you are interested in learning more about what it 
means to become a member, please contact the pastors 
(elizabetharcoc@gmail.com and mikearcoc@gmail.com).  

But remember...you belong beyond membership. 



PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

*We offer prayers of gratitude and joy for the gift of new life in little 
Rowen Daniel Den Boer, son of Daniel and Autumn and little brother 
of Harper and Scarlett. Rowen was born at the Orange City Area 
Health System Hospital on Friday, April 26. We praise God that Rowen 
and Autumn are doing well! 
 

EVENTS FOR TODAY 
 

*Congregational Meeting (in the Fellowship Hall) immediately follow-
ing worship! 
 

10:30-10:45 AM  Coffee Fellowship in the Fellowship Hall Area 
 

10:45 – 11:30 AM  ADULT DISCIPLESHIP GROUP  
 Text to Turf: Bringing Today’s Sermon into My Week  

 Location: Lower Level Youth Room 
 Moderator: Eric Elder 
 Conversation Partners: Lynne McMahan, Paul Bartlett 

A discussion of the Sunday morning sermon, giving special 
attention to the implications of the message for how we 
should live our lives as agents for God’s redemptive purposes. 
Attendees will have the opportunity to say what “jumped out 
at them” from the sermon. 

 
EVENTS FOR THE WEEK 

 

Monday, May 6 
10:00 AM  Women’s Prayer at Prairie Ridge Care Center  
(Grandview Cottage Dining Room) 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Expresses Thanks 
“We are so very appreciative to the ARC congregation for the many 
kindnesses shown to us during John’s hospitalizations. Thank you!” 
...John and Phyllis Rensink 
 

Check You Closet 
On Maundy Thursday evening, someone mistakenly took a plain black 
hooded jacket from the coatrack (outside the fellowship hall). A simi-
lar item was left. Please check your closet and the coatrack to see if 
you have the wrong jacket. Thanks much! (Feel free to contact Shirley 
Mouw to make the switch...737-4734.) 

LITANY FOR CELEBRATING MILESTONES & 
REMEMBERING BAPTISMAL PROMISES 

 
 

 
In baptism God promises by grace alone: 
to forgive our sins, 
to adopt us into the Body of Christ, the Church, 
to send the Holy Spirit daily to renew and cleanse us, and 
to resurrect us to eternal life. 
 
In baptism we promise to love, encourage, and support each other: 
by modeling the gospel of God’s love 
by being an authentic example of Jesus’ mission and 
by journeying together as God’s people 
in discipleship, prayer, and service. 
 
This morning we remember our promises as we celebrate with this 
group of first graders who’ve finished their last year of Children & Wor-
ship and their first year investigating their Bibles in Fuel for Faith.   
 
Samuel, Micaiah, Blake, Anna, Micah, Margareta, Noah, and Will, you 
belong to God and we belong to each other through the love of Christ 
Jesus. Once again, we promise to love you, share the stories of God 
with you, and pray for you.  
 
This morning we remember our baptismal promises as we celebrate 
with this group of graduates who we’ve walked alongside in their jour-
ney of faith.   
 
Natalie, Luke, Emily, Jacob, Maggie, and Connor you belong to God 
and we belong to each other through the love of Christ Jesus. We will 
send you out and welcome you home promising once again to love 
you, share the stories of God with you, and pray for you. 
 
We offer all of you this sign – a Bible – of God’s promise to be with you. 
It is full of stories about how God keeps this promise.  
 
And we offer all of you this sign – a Bible – of our promise to walk with 
you in faith.  
 


