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           Fifth Sunday in Lent Second Sunday after Pentecost       

June 23, 2019 

     
     

MINISTRIES 

STUFF TO KNOW... 

 
June 21—30     HIS Work Camp in Tennessee (9th-12th gr.) 
 
July 26—28       Power Connection in Minneapolis (6th-8th gr.) 

D O N ’ T  F OR GET  T HESE  D AT ES  

SUMMER REMINDERS 
 Children & Worship does NOT meet in the summer. Worship 

bags, ARC Kids Care coloring pages, and worship reflection 
pages will be available all summer. 

 The Nursery Ministry is completely covered by volunteers 
with no NWC Nursery Staff. 

 Nursery care is offered every Sunday with slightly different 
hours (9:15 to 10:35 AM).  

At American Reformed Church (ARC), children are always invited to 
fully participate in worship, and all ages and stages are welcome in 
the service.  
 

These ministries are also available to families during worship:  

Worship Bags                       
All Children                                        

Year Round 
          pick up & drop off by elevator               

Nursery                                               
Birth—3YO                                                     
Upper Level: #203 

Year Round 
9:15—10:35 AM 

ARC Kid’s Care Coloring Pages                          
All Children are invited to color a page and drop 
it in the offering plate. These pages are given to 
members of the ARC community unable to wor-
ship with us regularly.  

Year Round 
during worship 

Worship Reflection Pages                             
All Children are welcome to grab a reflection page 
to work on in worship 

Summer 
during worship 
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TRANSFORMED BY JESUS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
 

ACCEPTANCE + GRACE + WISDOM + LOVE 

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP TODAY 
The Congregation Serving the Lord in Worship 

Teresa Sampson Worship Accompanist 

Michel Howe, Elizabeth Kensak, Ben Patzlaff, 
Teresa Sampson, Angela Kroeze-Visser 

Praise Team 

Pastor Mike & Pastor Elizabeth Leading Worship 

Benjamin Langton Children’s Message 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY TODAY 

Kim & Jerry Van Es Greeters 

Brent Sampson, Jo Van Es Sound & Video 

Rebecca & Beau Koerselman, Kaylin Tullar Nursery 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY NEXT WEEK (JUNE 30) 

Di & Peter Van Kley Greeters 

Ben Kamp, Jacob Gabel Sound & Video 

Rachel & Dustin Schuur, Natasha Sampson Nursery 

Everyone is welcome here. Everyone belongs. Whether you walked in the 
doors for the first time or the 321st time this morning . . . you belong. There are 
no special requirements to be a part of church.  
 
Our denominational tradition does invite people to become members of a 
local church like American. But this isn’t a club; it’s a community. Becoming a 
member is simply a sign of mutual commitment between a person and the 
entire ARC community. If you are interested in learning more about what it 
means to become a member, please contact the pastors 
(elizabetharcoc@gmail.com and mikearcoc@gmail.com).  

But remember...you belong beyond membership. 

Who belongs at American Reformed Church? 



THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates the congregation may stand. 

 
 PRELUDE 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP                                                                    “The Way” 
 
*SONG OF WORSHIP                                                             “The Way” 
 
*GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE    
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

God our helper: 
we confess we have bought into the myth that we are  
self-starting, self-directed, and self-sustaining people. 
We are a people who rely on our own initiative and hard work. 
Even worse, we are judgmental of those who struggle to work— 
dismissing them for their dependence on assistance programs  
and shaming them for their inability to provide for themselves. 
Forgive us for the ways we quietly condemn them 
and for the ways we twist your Gospel of grace 
by saying unhelpful, unbiblical, and untrue things like: 
“God helps those who help themselves.” 
Lord have mercy upon us and forgive us. 
 
Please use this period of silence for personal confession. 
 
God our hope: 
clarify our vision and broaden our perspective  
to see the poor and oppressed as we see them in Matthew 28—  
as representatives of Jesus. 
Even more, empower us to see that each one of us 
is utterly helpless—dependent on others  
who have helped us learn how to live and work, 
and dependent on you— 
the One in whom we live and move and have our being. Amen. 

 
 ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Worship activity bags, ARC Kids Care coloring pages, and 
worship reflection sheets for children to use during worship 

may be picked up across from the elevator. 
Nursery is available for children 3YO and under. 

Children & Worship (3YO—1st grade) resumes in September.  

 

*SONG OF PREPARATION                  “To Every Generation” 
 
 SCRIPTURE                                                 Psalm 124 
 
 SERMON                                                      “Things Christians Say:  
                                                    God helps those who help themselves” 
 

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 
 RECOGNITION OF LEADERS COMPLETING TERMS OF SERVICE  
 
 ORDINATIONS & INSTALLATIONS OF ELDERS AND DEACONS      Insert 
 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, 
now and forever. Amen. 

 
 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the row. 
 
 OFFERTORY      
 
*DOXOLOGY                               p. 809 

Congregation, please stand with pastors and sing a cappella. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE                “O God Our Help in Ages Past” 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*SENDING SONG                “O God Our Help in Ages Past” 
                                                                                                               
*POSTLUDE             
 

All music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 
 
 

THANKS BE TO GOD FOR ARC’S CONSISTORY LEADERS 
This morning, we give thanks for elder and deacon leaders who have 
served on the ARC Consistory for the past three years.                        
Benjamin Langton and Kim Van Es are completing their terms as 
elders and Mary Fernow and Gary Richardson are completing their 
terms as deacons. Thank you for leading us so well! We also celebrate 
the ordinations and installations of our new consistory members.            
Beau Koerselman and Diane Van Kley will be ordained and installed as 
elders, and Jill Haarsma and Angela Kroeze Visser will be ordained and 
installed as deacons. Thank you for accepting God’s call to lead Christ’s 
church at ARC! 

 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

We offer prayers of healing for: 
*Carter Foughty, who is recovering after an appendectomy surgery at 
the Orange City Area Health System Hospital on Monday, June 17. 
*Arlene Punt, who is scheduled for another heart angiogram           
procedure at the Sanford Heart Hospital in Sioux Falls this week. 
*Mitch Kinsinger, who is undergoing a stem cell transplant in Iowa 
City to treat his lymphoma. 
*Sandie Kinsinger and Stefan Kinsinger, who are preparing for a bone 
marrow transplant to treat Sandie’s myelodysplastic syndrome in 
July in Iowa City. 
*Patricia Vande Zandschulp, mother of Amber Altena, who is under-
going treatments for breast cancer.  
  
We offer prayers of sympathy for: 
*Emelie Swonger, who is grieving the death of her grandmother, 
Martha Nygard. Martha passed away on Sunday, June 16. A memori-
al service will be held on Monday, June 24. 
 
We offer prayers of blessing for: 
*The ARC High School Youth Group Leaders and Students, who left 
on Friday, June 21, for their summer mission trip, HIS Work Camp. 
Please pray for the 4 leaders and 10 students--Alyssa Beltman,       
Tristan Blom, Tyson Blom, Olivia Brunsting, Philip & Rosalyn              
De Koster, Gideon Fynaardt, Maggie Kensak, Jenn & Paul Lambert, 
Mari Langton, Patrick Muilenburg, Natalie Sampson, & Natasha 
Sampson--as they travel to Maryville, Tennessee, to serve alongside 
other high school youth and leaders performing various building    
projects in the area.  
*John & Lynne Hubers, who recently traveled to Ethiopia—where they 
will eventually be serving as RCA Global Missionaries. 
*Connor Tullar, who will be leaving on Tuesday, June 25 for basic 
training with the Army National Guard in South Carolina. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*PASTORS’ VACATION 
Elizabeth and Mike are on vacation beginning tomorrow—Monday, 
June 24—through Sunday, June 30. If you have a pastoral need      
during their vacation, please contact Mary Abels in the church office 
(americanchurchoc@gmail.com or 712-737-4430) or the elder on 
call: 

Mon., June 24 – Sat., June 29: Sara Tolsma    
           (stolsma@nwciowa.edu or 712-540-3050) 
Sun., June 30: Marlene De Zeeuw  
     (1999mdz@gmail.com or 712-707-2365) 

 

*GUEST PREACHER – SUNDAY, JUNE 30 
Next Sunday, we welcome one of our own—the Rev. Dr. Cambria 
Kaltwasser—who will serve as our guest preacher. Cambria serves       
as Assistant Professor of Biblical and Theological Studies at                            
Northwestern College.   

mailto:americanchurchoc@gmail.com
mailto:stolsma@nwciowa.edu
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Installations & Ordinations of Elders & Deacons 
 

Beau, Diane, Jill, and Angela, before almighty God, and in the presence 
of this congregation, we ask you to answer sincerely these questions: 
 
Do you confess together with us and the church throughout all ages 
your faith in one God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit? 

Yes, truly, with all my heart. 
 
The Apostles’ Creed 
 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
    creator of heaven and earth. 
 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 
    who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
    born of the Virgin Mary, 
    suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
    was crucified, died, and was buried; 
    He descended to the dead. 
    On the third day he rose again; 
    he ascended into heaven, 
    he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
    and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
    the holy catholic Church, 
    the communion of saints, 
    the forgiveness of sins, 
    the resurrection of the body, 
    and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
 
Do you believe in your heart that you are called by Christ’s church, and 
therefore by God, to this office? 

Yes, truly, with all my heart. 
 
Do you believe the books of the Old and New Testaments to be the 
Word of God and the perfect doctrine of salvation, rejecting all contra-
ry beliefs? 

Yes, truly, with all my heart. 
 
Will you be diligent in your study of Holy Scripture and in your use of 
the means of grace?  Will you pray for God’s people and lead them by 
your own example in faithful service and holy living?   

I will, and I ask God to help me. 

 
 
Will you accept the church’s order and governance, submitting to 
ecclesiastical discipline should you become delinquent in either life 
or doctrine? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Will you be loyal to the witness and work of the Reformed Church in 
America, using all your abilities to further its Christian mission here 
and throughout the world? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Jill and Angela, as deacons, will you faithfully, diligently, and cheerful-
ly manifest Christ’s love and care, gather and distribute the offerings 
of God’s people, visit and comfort the distressed, minister to the poor 
and the needy, and strive to advance God’s reign of justice and 
peace? 
 I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Beau and Diane, as elders, will you faithfully, diligently, and cheerfully 
study God’s Word, oversee the household of faith, encourage spiritual 
growth, maintain loving discipline, and provide for the proclamation 
of the gospel and the celebration of the sacraments? 

I will, and I ask God to help me. 
 
Congregational Covenant 
 
Beloved in the Lord Jesus Christ, do you receive in the name of the 
Lord, these deacons and elders as duly elected and ordained servants 
of Christ? 

We do. 
 
Do you promise to respect them for the sake of the offices for which 
they have been chosen and ordained? 

We do. 
 
Do you promise to encourage and pray for them, to labor together in 
obedience to the gospel for the unity, purity, and peace of the 
church, the welfare of the whole world, and the honor of our Lord 
Jesus Christ? 

We do. 
 
Beloved people of God, receive these deacons and elders as Christ’s 
own servants.  Support them in love, that their work may bear fruit.   
 
In the name and by the authority of our Lord Jesus Christ, we declare 
that these leaders are duly installed deacons and elders in this 
church.   

Thanks be to God. 


