Events for this Week
Monday, February 12
9:30-10:30 AM Young Family Nursery Play Dates (ARC Nursery)
10:00-11:00 AM Women’s Prayer Group
(Prairie Ridge Care Center, Grandview Cottage Dining Room)
1:30PM Weekly Faith Sharing Group (Room 201)
Contact: Lynne Grossmann (737-4202)
6:30 PM Deacons, Elders, Consistory Meetings (Rooms 201 & 204)
Wednesday, February 14
F3 & MSYG Family Meal Night
Come enjoy our February Family Meal Night and
Ash Wednesday Service!
Who: All families of F3 & MSYG students
When: Wednesday, February 14th @ 5:30-6:30 PM

Note: Please join us for the Ash Wednesday Service
in the Sanctuary at 6:30 PM.

Location: Fellowship Hall (Lower level))
Menu: Pulled pork sandwiches, potato salad, potato chips, Oreo fluff,
veggies, and bars. Milk and Water.
6:30 PM Ash Wednesday Service (Sanctuary)
All are welcome!
(*Note: Middle School students will remain after the service for Youth
Sunday practice.)
Monday, February 19
7:00 PM Esther Circle (Fellowship Area)
Lunch: Phyl De Haan, Joan Van't Hof
Lesson: Upper Room: January 24, pgs. 32 and 74
Led by Jan Wilbeck

Announcements
Inspiration Hills Camp Registration
Summer is just around the corner! If your child is
interested in attending Inspiration Hills Camp this
year, check out a registration brochure in the coffee
fellowship area. Sign up before April 15 for a special
discount! Please contact Laura Jonker (arckidsmin@gmail.com) or
Rosalyn De Koster (arcyouthmin@gmail.com) with the dates your child
plans to attend so we can be intentionally praying for you.
Fundraiser Breakfast NEXT Sunday, February 18
NWC students will head down to our mission partners in Bluefields,
Nicaragua in March. It is their 15th year of Service-Learning trips with
the Bobb-Kellys. Their first year in Bluefields they constructed part of
the Feeding Program dining hall called the Comedor. This year they
will lead VBS in another neighborhood. Please join them for their
fundraiser breakfast on February 18 from 8:30-9:30, early-bird breakfast
shortly after 8 for choir or praise team members. All donations help to
fund their trip to Nicaragua and buy supplies for VBS.

Our mission focus for February is Chuck Van Engen in the Americas.
Chuck Van Engen works with Christian leaders of Latin America. The
graduate school travels to various countries allowing students to work
on their PhD close to home. There are so many new Christians in the
Americas and a shortage of leaders. This traveling graduate school
has been an amazing solution. It is called the Latin American Doctoral
Program in Theology or LADPT. Let's pray for more Christians to hear
the call to lead and get quality training. It is exciting that we can play
a small role by supporting LADPT and the training of Christian
leaders.

Second Sunday in Lent
March 1, 2015

Fifth Sunday inSunday
Lent
Transfiguration

February 11, 2018

Pray for new Christian leaders like Dr. Eder de Melo Silva. He just
received his PhD from Latin American Doctoral Program in Theology/
LADPT. Dr. Silva has a vision to form a new generation of pastors in
Brazil to teach and evangelize. Dr. Silva is a pastor of a charismatic
Baptist Church and professor of missiology and pastoral theology in a
seminary in Brazil. His city has over 2 million people and his denomination has 500,000. Christianity is growing rapidly and needs
well-trained leaders. It is exciting that we can support the RCA
connected traveling graduate school.
Lost & Found
Please check the table by Rusty’s office by the SE entrance on the
lower level. Please claim items by Monday, February 19. After that
date, any items not claimed will be donated.
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TRANSFORMED BY JESUS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD

ACCEPTANCE + GRACE + WISDOM + LOVE

a season in the Psalms
Psalm 32

Psalm 95

Psalm 23

Psalm 130

THE APPROACH TO GOD
The congregation is invited to read the bold font.
*Indicates you may stand if you wish.
PRELUDE
CALL TO WORSHIP
Stand up and bless the Lord our God.
We praise you above all, O God.
You alone are worthy of all praise.
You made the heavens with all their host,
the earth and all that is on it,
the seas and all that is in them.
Stand up and bless the Lord our God.
*SONG OF WORSHIP

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

Children ages 3—1st grade may exit out the sanctuary doors
to meet Children & Worship (C & W) leaders. Leaders will take
the children directly to their Sunday school classrooms
following the service. Children who do not attend C & W are
welcome to use the worship bags by the elevator during the
service.

*SONG OF PREPARATION

“All Praise”

Luke 8:43-48

SERMON

“Missional Discipleship: Courage”

THE RESPONSE TO GOD

*GOD’S GREETING

Community Health Partners has asked that all churches in the area
curtail hand-shaking due to recent cases of influenza and out of
concern for those who may be vulnerable to the complications
from a cold or the flu.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
God who entered fully into this world,
we open ourselves to your incarnational presence,
and confess the truth of our lives:
prejudice prevents our willing acceptance,
doubt distracts us from extending grace,
ignorance inhibits us from growing in wisdom,
fear frustrates our call to love.
All too often, we are guided by
doubt, prejudice, ignorance, and fear.

Please use the period of silence for personal reflection.
Guide us, we pray.
Guide us that we may have courage
to authentically tell the truth about ourselves to each other.
Guide us that we may have courage to live lives of integrity—
combining your creative words and our recreating actions.
Guide us that we may have courage to love
those who are most difficult to love.
By your Spirit, guide us that we may follow in the way of Jesus,
the one in whose name we pray . . . amen.
ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS

“Gather Us In”
vs. 1, 2 & 4

SCRIPTURE

Insert

Events for today

THE WORD OF GOD

“I’ll Not Be Shaken”
Hands of Praise

GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS

Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the pew.

OFFERTORY
*DOXOLOGY

#809

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever. Amen
*SONG OF RESPONSE

“Here I Am, Lord”

*BENEDICTION
*SENDING SONG

“Will You Come and Follow Me”
v. 4 & 5

*POSTLUDE

All music & lyrics used by permission - CCLI #374890
Note: Congregational Vote
A brief congregational meeting will be held immediately following worship
today to vote on the $1.925 building project with a long-term financing
amount of approximately $700,000. This vote will aid the consistory in their
ongoing discernment in the building project process. Thank you for your
participation in this process!

10:30-10:45 AM
Coffee Fellowship in the gathering area behind the sanctuary.
Children & Worship Music Time (ages 3-1st grade) in Room 111
NO Hands of Praise this week.
10:45-11:30 AM
Discipleship Classes for Ages 3-12th Grades (Lower Level)
Discipleship Class for Adults (Jan. 14-Mar. 4)
That’s Just Your Interpretation!” – Becoming Better Readers of
the Bible
Facilitator: Jim Mead, Northwestern College
Location: Fireside Room (202)
This course introduces a variety of perspectives and methods
for interpreting the Bible, including historical, literary, theological, spiritual, socio-economic, and missional approaches.
Christian Perspectives on News Headlines:
This class will discuss a “hot-button” news issue for each past
week, focusing on how Christians should respond to the issue
based on biblical teachings.
Facilitator: Steve Mahr
Location: Genesis Room (205)
11:00 AM Informational Meeting for ARC Service Trip to
Corpus Christi, Texas – April 7 – 14, 2018
American Church is now approved to send a Service Team to help
with hurricane devastation.
Informational meeting following coffee fellowship in Room 201. We
will discuss: project expectations, travel, accommodations, financial
support, etc. Contact Victoria Karssen: victoria.karssen@gmail.com or
712.541.7943, if you are interested or have any questions.
12:00 Noon Discerning Consistory Leaders
All ARC Confessing Members are invited to participate in the consistory nominations and elections process. Completed consistory nomination forms are due in the box on the Welcome Center in front of the
church office by 12:00 PM today. Thank you for prayerfully considering
those whom God is calling to serve in leadership at ARC.

4:40 PM Leaps of Faith Practice (Grades 4-12) in the sanctuary
6:30-8:30 PM High School Youth Group in the HSY Room!
(Note: YES...please note location!)

