The Lighting of the Candles

The pastors will receive light from the Christ candle, will light the
candles of the mid-grade and high school youth, who will proceed to
light the candles of the persons sitting at the end of each aisle. Please
pass the light to the person sitting next to you.
Song of Reflection
Song of Illumination

“O Holy Night”
“Silent Night”

#164
vv. 1 & 2 with accompaniment
v. 3 a cappella

Please extinguish your candle at the conclusion of “Silent Night.”
*Benediction
*Sending Song

“Go, Tell It on the Mountain”

#151
vv. 1, 2, & 3

*Postlude

*Indicates the congregation may stand if you wish
----------
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“For the grace of God
has appeared…”
Titus 2:11a (NRSV)
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The Approach to God
Prelude
Choral Call to Worship

“God’s Love Made Visible”

Responsive Call to Worship

Psalm 98; John 1:1-14

Leader:

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;

People:

break forth into joyous song and sing praises.

Leader:

For God’s Word became flesh and lived among us.

People:

And we have seen his glory,
the glory of God’s only son,
full of grace and truth.

*Song of Worship

“Angels from the Realms of Glory”
#174
vv. 1, 2, 3, 4, & 5

Call to Confession
Prayer of Confession

Adapted from Call to Worship, vol. 46.1

Lord Jesus Christ,
you alone are the Word of life.
You showed us the way,
but we did not follow you.
You taught us the truth,
but we did not believe you.
You called us your own,
but we did not accept you.
You gave us yourself,
but we did not receive you.
Forgive us, we pray.

(Brief period of silence for personal prayers of confession)
Living, Forgiving, and Renewing One:
grant us a new beginning with you,
full of grace and truth. Amen.
Song of Assurance

“All Is Well”

The Word of God
Prayer for Illumination
The Christmas Gospel According to Matthew
*Song

Matthew 1:18-25

“Infant Holy, Infant Lowly”

#169
vv. 1 & 2

The Christmas Gospel According to Mark
*Song

Mark 1:1

“Good Christian Friends, Rejoice”

The Christmas Gospel According to Luke
*Song

Luke 2:1-20

“Angels We Have Heard on High”

The Christmas Gospel According to John
*Song

#152
vv. 1, 2, 3, & 4
John 1:1-18

“Hark! the Herald Angels Sing”

The Christmas Gospel According to Paul
Meditation

#157
vv. 1, 2, & 3

#171
vv. 1, 2, & 3
Titus 2:11-14

“Grace Has Appeared”

*Song

“God’s Love Made Visible”

#179
vv. 1 & 2

The Response to God
Christmas Prayer Based on the Lord’s Prayer

Insert

Offering Received

The Christmas Eve Offering is designated for the Family Crisis Center in
Sioux Center (an organization that provides free and confidential
services to victims and survivors of domestic violence, human trafficking,
homicide and other violent crimes) and the Genesis House in Orange
City (an organization that provides faith-based housing and holistic
support for women and children impacted by homelessness and
domestic violence).
Offertory
*Christmas Doxology

Insert

Christmas Prayer Based on the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name.
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace—
hallowed be your name. Christ our Lord, you descended to earth, to a lowly
manger to bring all nations under your rule and to draw us into your holy and
perfect presence. We bow at your manger in awe of your might. Immanuel,
God with us—hallowed be your name.

Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Prince of Peace, make your kingdom complete. May we prepare a way for your
kingdom wherever there is violence and hatred, wherever there is oppression
and injustice, wherever there is quarreling and alienation.
May we prepare a way for your kingdom of peace, a kingdom where the wolf
will live with the lamb and the leopard will lie down with the kid. In us, through
us, and around us, your kingdom come.

Give us today our daily bread.
Bread of life, feed us with your truth. In a season of greed and selfish desires
may we see that we are sustained only by your providence. May our eagerness
to open our gifts pale in comparison to our joy to receive the gift of the Savior.
May our discontent disappear as we approach the day of your coming.

Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lord God, our lives are filled with sin. We need a Savior to come to us. For our
worry and our scurrying this season, forgive us. For the way we make this a
season of shopping rather than waiting, forgive us. For the security and
comfort we seek from sources other than you, forgive us. For our indifference
to the wonder of your coming, forgive us. Come to us, Savior of the world.

Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil.
Protect us from the constant dangers and enticing temptations we face each
day. Deliver us from the oppressive evils of apathy, addiction, and abuse.
Strengthen your church when it faces persecution for announcing the coming
of your kingdom. Comfort all who are suffering in their hearts or in their bodies;
give them health and peace to sing of your presence.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Word who became flesh and lived among us, we have seen your glory, full of
grace and truth. You come to us now, and you will come to us again in
glory, when we will join all of heaven and earth in giving you blessing and
honor and glory and might forever! Until that glorious day, we praise you for
becoming one of us, and we long for your glory to be fully revealed.

Amen!
Adapted from a prayer by the Calvin Institute of Christian Worship
https://worship.calvin.edu/resources/resource-library/advent-prayer-based-on-the-lord-s-prayer/

