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American Reformed Church is a community that gathers together to be transformed 
by Jesus to transform the world through acceptance, grace, wisdom, and love.  

As followers of Jesus Christ, we have been called by God and empowered by the 
Holy Spirit to welcome, worship, know , serve, and share. 

Second Sunday in Lent 
March 1, 2015 

American Reformed Church supports  
financially and in prayer  
missionaries serving around the world. 
 
 

 

 
 

Participating in Worship 
 

     The Congregation                 Serving the Lord in Worship 
     Mikayla Vos                                                    Organist 
     Sharon Bartlett, Doug De Zeeuw               Praise Team 
     Marlene De Zeeuw, Mitch Kinsinger 
     Rebecca Koerselman 
     Pastor Elizabeth Hardeman                                    Leading in Worship 
     Rosalyn De Koster          Seminary Intern 
     Laura Jonker, Director of Children’s Ministries    Children’s Message 
 
East Sioux Classis Pulpit Supply 
American Reformed Church is affiliated with a denomination called the    
Reformed Church in America (RCA). Our denomination is divided into         
regional groupings of churches called classes. ARC is a part of the East 
Sioux Classis, comprised of 16 RCA congregations stretching from Alton to 
Sibley and from Orange City to Estherville. When other congregations in our 
classis are without a pastor, the classis provides “pulpit supply,” a minister 
from another church who will lead that congregation in worship. This   
morning, Mike Hardeman is leading worship at Archer Reformed Church in 
Archer, Iowa. We are grateful to be a part of a denominational family 
where we share in ministry with others throughout our region. 
 

_____________________________________________ 
 
Hospitalized in Orange City: 
*Gordy Abels  
*Doc Neumann 
 

*PLEASE NOTE:  If a pastoral concern or need arises, please      
contact the Church Office  737-4430 
Pastor Elizabeth or Pastor Mike  737-4430 / 737-9050 
or an on-call Elder: 
May 1-7:  Paul Bartlett  737-8541/707-7286/441-7218 
 

Events for Today 
 

10:30-10:45 AM  Coffee Fellowship  
                             (Gathering Area behind the sanctuary) 
 

10:30-10:45 AM  Hands of Praise Rehearsal for 2nd-12th grades in 
the Sanctuary IMMEDIATELY following worship! (NOTE LOCATION) 
 

10:45-11:45 AM  Discipleship Classes for Little Lambs-High School 
 

6:30-8:30 PM  High School Youth Group (at the De Kosters) 
 

Announcements 
 

Next Week Sunday, May 8 
Reminder: NO Children & Worship, Hands of Praise, Sunday 
school and High School Youth Group. 
 

Community Announcement 
 

Thursday, May 5 
12:00 Noon-1:00 PM  National Day of Prayer in the Community 
Room (lower level) of City Hall, Orange City. Come and go as your schedule 
permits. 



The Approach to God 
 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates you may stand. 

 

  PRELUDE 
 
  CALL TO WORSHIP   
 Praise the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 He has given us new life and hope. 
 He has raised Jesus from the dead. 
 God has claimed us as his own. 
 He has brought us out of darkness. 
 He has made us light to the world. 
 Alleluia! Christ is risen. 
 He is risen indeed. Alleluia! 
               
*SONG OF WORSHIP              “See What a Morning” 
 
*GOD’S GREETING 
 
*SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST 
     The peace of Christ with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
  PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
     Holy God,  
     we confess that we have not lived as you have taught us. 
     We have put our longing for money, success, or happiness 
       above our desire for you and your kingdom. 
     We worry about what others will think, what we wear, 
       how our reputation can be polished. 
     Forgive us, God. 
     We make idols out of our school activities,  
       the next promotion at work, the perfect family,  
       the cleanliness of our house, or the latest technology. 
     We long for what is not ours and begrudge the blessings of others. 
     We think of ourselves before others and before you. 
     Forgive us, God.  
     We are so busy with our lives that we forget  
       our every breath depends on you. 
     While we waste time on meaningless activities, 
       we fail to recognize moments of grace throughout our day. 
     Forgive us, God. 
     We forget that all people bear your image. 
     In an effort to look better, we compare ourselves to others. 
     We take advantage of weakness  
       and are passive in the face of injustice. 
     For personal gain and reputation, we lie blatantly,  
       and we lie by omission. 
     We would rather blame others unjustly than accept fault. 
     We long for what is not ours and begrudge the blessings of others. 
     Forgive us, God. 
 
      (Brief period of silence for personal prayers of confession.) 

 
 
     Redeeming God, 
     Free us from unreasonable expectations  
       of ourselves and others, 
     from the need to compete, and from loss of perspective 
       so that we may glorify you in all we think, say, and do.  
       Amen. 
 

  ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS      
 

The Word of God 
 
  A WORD WITH THE CHILDREN 
Children ages 3-1st grade are invited to attend Children & Worship 

3-4 year olds — Room 112;       5-6 year olds — Room 104  
on the lower level, across from the Fellowship Hall kitchen. 

 
*SONG OF PREPARATION    Insert               “The Risen Christ” 
        
  SCRIPTURE               Ruth 3:1-18 
 
  SERMON            “The Scandal of Redemption” 
 
  MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
  INVITATION 
 
  COMMMUNION PRAYER 
     The Lord be with you. 
     And also with you. 
     Lift up your hearts. 
     We lift them up to the Lord. 
     Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 
     It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 
     You are holy, O God of majesty, and blessed is Jesus Christ, your  
     Son, our Lord, whom you sent to save us. He came with healing  
     in his touch and was wounded for our sins. He came with mercy   
     in his voice and was mocked as one despised. He came with  
     peace in his heart and met with violence and death. By your   
     power he broke free from the prison of the tomb, and at his   
     command the gates of hell were opened. The one who was dead  
     now lives. The one who humbled himself is raised to rule over all  
     creation, the Lamb upon the throne. The one ascended on high is  
     with us always, as he promised. 
 
 Sung a cappella: 
           Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 
           casting down their golden crowns 
 around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art, and evermore shalt be.  

     Most righteous God, we remember in this Supper the perfect  
     sacrifice offered once on the cross by our Lord Jesus Christ for  
     the sin of the whole world. In the joy of his resurrection and in  
     expectation of his coming again, we offer ourselves to you as  
     holy and living sacrifices. Together we proclaim the mystery of  
     the faith: 
 

 Christ has died! 
 Christ is risen! 
 Christ will come again! 

 

     Gracious God, pour out your Holy Spirit upon us, that the bread  
     we break and the cup we bless may be the communion of the   
     body and blood of Christ. By your Spirit make us one with Christ  
     that we may be one with all who share this feast, united in minis- 
     try in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body for us, send us  
     out to be the body of Christ in the world. 
 

  COMMUNION 
This morning we will remain seated to receive communion.  
First, the elders will pass the bread. Pease hold it until the entire        
congregation is invited to eat the bread together. Then the elders 
will pass the cups. Please hold your cup until the entire congrega-
tion is invited to drink the cup together. A gluten-free bread option 
is available on the tray. Prayers for healing will be offered by the 
pastors for those who come forward while the bread is being 
passed.  

 

The Response to God 
 
  PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in      
heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our 
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and 
forever. Amen. 

 
  GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the pew. 
 
  OFFERTORY                                                            
 
*DOXOLOGY  #809 
 
*OFFERTORY PRAYER 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE #95    “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name”  
           vv. 1,2,5 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*SENDING SONG #635                  “He Leadeth Me” 
                                                                                          vv. 1 
 
*POSTLUDE 
 

All music & lyrics used by permission  - CCLI #374890 


