
The congregation is invited to read the bold print.  

 
CALL TO WORSHIP             Remembering Baptism 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER  

God of promise, 

God of covenant, 

from ashes and dust, you formed us. 

Tonight, we remember that you spoke us into being  

and gave us the breath of life. 

Tonight, we remember that we belong to you,  

in life and in death. 

 

Before we took our first breath or 

knew anything about your creative work in our lives, 

you loved us. 

Turn our hearts toward that love  

as we touch the water and wear the ashes —  

both are reminders of that great love.  

In Jesus’ name we pray . . . amen. 

RESPONSIVE PRAYER       

God,  

In the beginning, you created.  

You took dust and formed humanity,  

breathing into us the breath of life.  

You created something beautiful out of dirt  

and you claimed us.  

 

But we have broken the beauty of your design.  

History repeats itself,  

and we want to be the creators of our own lives. 

Yet, even in our brokenness,  

you are at work.  

You are still re-creating, reconciling, and redeeming us. 

You are still claiming us. 

We leave tonight with the reminder of that claim. 

In water and ash, we begin the journey to the cross 

this Lenten season.   

In the name of Jesus, who took that journey first, 

we pray . . . amen. 

 

SENDING SONG*            “New Every Morning” 

 

*The service will end in silence as we leave the sanctuary.  
As you leave the sanctuary, you are invited to sanitize  

your hands before dipping your fingers in the baptismal bowl 
and taking a card imposed with ashes. Carry these reminders — 

water and ashes — with you as a reminder that  
you belong to God in Christ Jesus.    
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SONG OF REMEMBRANCE             “Jesus Loves Me” 

 

THE JOURNEY OF BELONGING 

 

        “Come Thou Fount” – v. 1 

 

THE BEGINNING                   Genesis 1 & 2  

In the beginning, 
God began creating the heavens and the earth. 
All was formless. 
Void. 
Empty. 
And God's breath stirred and hovered over the waters. 
Ordering the chaos. 
Shaping the randomness. 
And God said — 

Let there be light. 
And the light appeared, breaking up darkness. 
Let there be a dome in the midst of the void. 
And the vault of the heavens came into being. 
Let there be dry land amid the waters. 
And the seas and land came into being. 
Let there be plants of every kind. 
And the trees of the field,  
the green of the world came into being. 
Let there be lights in the heaven. 
And the stars and moon came into being. 
Let there be living creatures of every kind. 
And all creatures, from the small to the significant,  
came into being. 

In the beginning, 
God began creating the heavens and the earth. 
There was field and stream but no one to work it. 

And God called the dust and formed it and breathed into it. 

And God gave the dust life and will and purpose. 

And we came into being. 
And we came into relationship with God. 
And we came into relationship with each other. 
And it was good. 

 

             “Come Thou Fount” – v. 2 

 

THE BROKENNESS                 Genesis 3 

 

             “Come Thou Fount” – v. 3 

 

THE BLESSING                                 Genesis 17  

 

                   “New Every Morning” 

 

THE MEANING OF ASHES                     “Blessing the Dust”  
             by Jan Richardson 
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