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PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Congregation Serving the Lord in Worship 

Sharon Bartlett Organist 

Pam Anderson, Rosalyn De Koster,  
Doug De Zeeuw, Marlene De Zeeuw,  
Tamara Fynaardt, Tom Truesdell 

Praise Team 

Pastor Mike & Pastor Elizabeth Leading Worship 

Lizzy Rice Children’s Message 

Sanctuary Choir 
    Philip De Koster, Director 
    Alyssa Daun, Accompanist 

Offertory 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY TODAY 

Bryan & Pam Boonstra,  
Trent, Kara & Jada Abrahamson  Greeters 

Kent Anderson, Lynn Sneller Sound & Video 

Sara & Kevin Huyser, Danielle Beltman Nursery 

Mark & Nicole Beltman, John & Lynne Hubers Serving Refreshments 

Angela Kroeze Visser C & W Leader 

Noreen Vande Weerd, Nevaeh/Natasha Sampson C & W Greeters 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY NEXT WEEK (DECEMBER 15) 

Pat Hansen, Jill Haarsma,  
Mark & Nicole Beltman Family Greeters 

Ben Kamp, Paul Lambert Sound & Video 

Paul Karssen, Mary Schram, Nevaeh Sampson Nursery 

 
 
   

MINISTRIES 

STUFF TO KNOW... 

At American Reformed Church (ARC), children are always invited 
to fully participate in worship, and all ages and stages are         
welcome in the service.  

These ministries are also available to families during worship:  

Worship Bags                       
All children                                        

Year Round 
          pick up & drop off by elevator               

Nursery                                                
Birth-3YO                                                      
Upper Level: Room 203 

Year Round 
9:15-11:30 AM 

ARC Kid’s Care Coloring Pages                          
Color a page and drop it in the offering plate. 
These pages are given to those who are unable to 
worship with us regularly.  

Year Round 
during worship 

Worship Reflection Pages                             
Activity pages for children who remain in worship 

Year Round 
during worship 

 
 

TODAY, December 8  
During Worship   Children & Worship 
10:30 AM             Children & Worship Bells Practice  
10:45-11:30 AM   Sunday School 
11:30 AM-12 PM  6th-12th Grade Strings Rehearsal  
4:40-5:45 PM        Leaps of Faith  (6th-12th grade)  
6:30-8:30 PM         High School Youth Group (HSYG) 

 

Wednesday, December 11 
6:15-7:30 PM       Advent Program Practice (1st-5th grade)  
6:15-7:30 PM       Middle School Youth Group (MSYG)  
                                   Christmas Party! Wear your favorite PJs. 
7:35-8:00 PM       6th-12th Grade Strings Rehearsal  

 

Saturday, December 14 
8:30-10:30 AM      Advent Program Practice (all ages)  
9:45 AM                6th-12th Grade Strings Rehearsal  

 

Sunday, December 15 
8:00 AM                Brunch Setup (9th-12th grade) 
9:00 AM                Children arrive for program 
During Worship   Advent Program 

    No Children & Worship 
10:45 AM              Congregational Christmas Brunch 
                                No Sunday School 
4:40-5:45 PM        Leaps of Faith  (6th-12th grade)  
6:30-8:30 PM         High School Youth Group (HSYG) 

                               Bring a white elephant gift & appetizer. 

Children & Worship                      
3YO-1st Grade                                      
Lower Level: Room 104/106 

Sept. 8-May 3    
after children’s message 



THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates the congregation may rise. 

 
 PRELUDE                                              “Prelude on French Carols” 
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP            
 
*SONG OF WORSHIP                    “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
 
*GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
 ADVENT LITANY                                              

God with us — 
In Matthew 3, good and faithful religious people  
were following John the Baptist,  
and he warned them with these words: “Do not presume . . .” 
We confess that we need to hear these words 
because we are prone to presumption.    
We presume to know the litmus test 
that determines sinner versus saint.  
We presume to know the criteria to be met  
for who is in and who is out. 
And we often presume that we have passed the test, 
that we meet all the criteria.  
Forgive us, God, for being a people of presumption.  
 
Please use the time of silence for personal reflection and confession. 

 
We light the first candle as a reminder of hope. 
For we do not know the hour, but we have hope that you do. 
We light the second candle as a reminder to wonder. 
Empower us, by your Spirit, to put away our presumptions 
and embrace with wonder the ways you are at work  
and the people you work through. 
In our Savior’s name, we pray . . . amen.  

 
*ADVENT SONG OF ASSURANCE                            “I Cannot Tell” 
                                                                                                       vv. 1 & 2 
 

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE          

Children in preschool through 1st grade may be signed in and  
meet Children & Worship leaders at the back of the sanctuary.  

Children are always welcome to remain in worship.  
Worship activities for children are located near the elevator.  

*SONG OF PREPARATION              “Savior of the World” 
 
 SCRIPTURE                                                Matthew 3:1-12 
 
 SERMON                                          “A People Prone to Presumption” 
                        

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 
 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the row. 
 
 OFFERTORY                                         “Come, Come, Immanuel” 
            Sanctuary Choir 
 
*DOXOLOGY                                       p. 809 

Congregation, please stand when organ begins. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE                 “Teach Me, God, to Wonder”   
                 Insert 

Congregation may join the Praise Team on v. 2. 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*SENDING SONG    “Come Thou Long-Expected Jesus” 
                                                                                                          
*POSTLUDE                  “Savior of the Nations, Come”  arr. Vetter 
 

All music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 

Everyone is welcome here. Everyone belongs. Whether you walked in the 
doors for the first time or the 321st time this morning . . . you belong. 
There are no special requirements to be a part of church.  
 
Our denominational tradition does invite people to become members of 
a local church like American. But this isn’t a club; it’s a community. 
Becoming a member is simply a sign of mutual commitment between a 
person and the entire ARC community. If you are interested in learning 
more about what it means to become a member, please contact the 
pastors (elizabetharcoc@gmail.com and mikearcoc@gmail.com).  
 

But remember . . . you belong beyond membership. 

Who belongs at American Reformed Church? 

PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Pray for God’s presence for: 
 

*Marabel Allen, who has an appointment with her oncologist on 
December 17 to determine chemotherapy and/or radiation 
treatments for her cancer. 
 

*Ron Bahrenfuss, grandfather of Kyan, Kolt, and Kane Bahrenfuss, as he 
undergoes tests for his cancer. Pray for clear test results. 
 

*Jerry Brown, father of Elizabeth Brown Hardeman, who continues to 
heal from multiple surgeries due to soft tissue sarcoma. Due to the 
extensive amount of surgeries and large gap in time between the 
initial surgery and his follow-up at Mayo this past week, doctors have 
determined chemotherapy treatment would be minimally effective at 
best. Thus, he will not be undergoing chemotherapy at this time. He 
has another follow-up scan at Mayo December 26-27. 
 

*Don Guthmiller, recovering at home following a hospitalization at the 
Orange City Area Health System. 
 

*Harold Heie, recovering following a knee replacement surgery at the 
Orange City Area Health System on December 3.  
 

*Nancy Kleinhesselink and sons Jim, Jeff, and Jason and George 
Kleinhesselink, who are grieving the loss of a spouse, father, and 
brother—Bob Kleinhesselink. Bob passed away on December 4, and a 
memorial service was held at ARC on December 7. 
 

*Russ Krull, who continues to recover from major jaw surgery in Sioux 
Falls in October. Pray for his ability to chew and swallow and digest 
food, and pray for patience throughout the healing process. 
  

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Today, December 8  
10:45 to 11:25 AM  Annual Congregational Meeting in the lower level 
Fellowship Hall. 
 

Monday, December 9  
10:00 AM  Women’s Prayer at Prairie Ridge Care Center (Grandview 
Cottage #9) in Orange City. 
 

Sunday, December 15  
9:30 AM  Children’s Advent Program during worship.  
 

10:45 AM  Adult Discipleship: ’Aha Moments’ in Room 202.  
 

10:45 AM  Christmas Brunch in the lower level Fellowship Hall. Freewill 
donations support the High School Youth Group. 



ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

PURCHASE YOUR POINSETTIA NOW! Decorate the sanctuary, honor 
and remember your loved ones, and support our ARC middle 
schoolers’ summer mission trip by ordering a poinsettia. The Middle 
School Youth Group is selling red and white poinsettias for $30 each. 
They will be displayed in the sanctuary, and you can take yours 
home after the Christmas Eve service. Stop by the Welcome Center 
on the lower level to order one anytime during the Advent season. A 
limited number of poinsettias is available, and orders are on a first 
come, first serve basis, so don't delay! 
 

BAKED GOODS NEEDED FOR CHRISTMAS BRUNCH. Support our 
High School Youth Group by volunteering to provide a 9x13-inch egg 
bake or a batch of breakfast baked goods for the HSYG’s annual 
Christmas Brunch fundraiser on Sunday, December 15. If you like 
baking and love our high schoolers, let Tamara Fynaardt know what 
you can donate: fynaardt@nwciowa.edu. 
 

LET’S DO BRUNCH AFTER WORSHIP NEXT WEEK. Celebrate the 
Advent season in the warm company of your church family and 
friends at the High School Youth Group’s annual Christmas Brunch 
after the Advent Program on Sunday, December 15. The menu 
includes savory egg bake and homemade breakfast baked goods. 
Your freewill offering supports our high school youth as they 
participate in mission trips and attend youth conferences like Rocky 
Mountain High.  
 

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP: ‘AHA MOMENTS’. Did something jump out at 
you during worship service? Maybe a thought in the sermon, a song, 
or a prayer? You’re invited to share your moment and learn from 
others during this discussion group facilitated by Kim and Jerry Van 
Es. Meet in Room 202 after worship on December 15 and January 5. 
 

ANGEL TREE GIFTS DUE BACK DECEMBER 15. Our congregation will 
once again brighten the holidays for local people in need through 
the Angel Tree project. All of the ornaments on the Christmas tree 
outside the sanctuary have been taken; thank you for your 
generosity! If you’re participating, please return the gift — unwrapped, 
along with a gift receipt and the ornament — to the tree by Sunday, 
December 15. If you took an ornament but need help with the 
shopping, call Amber Altena or Lesley Tjaden. 
 

CHRISTMAS VESPERS TODAY AT NWC. The Northwestern College 
music department will present its annual Christmas Vespers at 3:00 
PM today in Christ Chapel. The event is free and open to the public.  
 

HELP US FILL THE GOODIE TRAYS. We still need a few more 
volunteers to provide cookies or bars to be served during coffee 
fellowship time on Sundays. We especially need help in March, April, 
and May. You’re welcome to bake in advance and freeze your treats, 
or buy packaged cookies. Sign-up sheets are on the table outside  
the church offices. If you have questions, contact Carrie Truesdell 
(americanchurchoc@gmail.com or 737.4430). 

mailto:fynaardt@nwciowa.edu

