
COMMUNION PRAYER 
 

The Lord be with you.  
And also with you. 
Lift up your hearts.  
We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  
It is right to give our thanks and praise. 
 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and everywhere to give thanks 
to you, almighty and everlasting God. You created the heavens and the earth; 
you preserve us with your care; you revealed the fullness of your love for us by 
sending Jesus Christ. By his life, death, and resurrection you have reconciled 
us to yourself. 
 

With the heavenly host and with the saints of all times and places, we lift up 
our hearts in joyful praise, saying: 
 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might,  
heaven and earth are full of your glory. Hosanna in the highest.  
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. Hosanna in the highest.  
 

Gracious God, send your Holy Spirit upon us, we pray, that the bread which 
we break and the cup which we bless may be to us the communion of the 
body and blood of Christ. Accept the gift of our lives that we may live in you 
and serve your kingdom. Being joined together in Christ, may your whole 
church be one; and at the last day bring us with all your saints into the joy of 
your eternal kingdom. Even so, come, Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 
COMMUNION 

 
THE RESPONSE TO GOD 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us 
from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the 
power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

  
SONG OF RESPONSE                                                    “Take My Life and Let It Be” 
                                                                                            
BENEDICTION                                        
 
POSTLUDE                                                                             Becky Scholten, organ               

 

music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 
  

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 
PRELUDE                                                                                 Becky Scholten, organ                                                       
                                                                                        
SONG OF WORSHIP                                                                               “Gather Us In” 
  
SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE                                                
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION  

Eternal God, 
we confess that we are prone to hold too tightly to yesterday, 
neglecting to participate in the new thing you are doing today. 
We confess that often we are too infatuated with the new, 
forgetful of the ways you have been at work in the past. 
Forgive us for the traditionalism that won’t let go to embrace the new, 
and for the idolatry of the contemporary that fails to embrace the old. 
 

(A brief period of silence for personal prayers of confession) 
 

Everlasting God, 
give us a faith that embraces both the old and the new 
as we seek to live out of our tradition  
and into the innovation to which you are calling us. 
We pray this in the name of Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.                                                         

 
SONG OF FORGIVENESS                                              “Something Beautiful” 

                                                              
 THE WORD OF GOD 

 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION   
 
SCRIPTURE                                                                            Ezra 3:10-13 
 
SERMON                             “The Call to Return: A Melding of the Old and the New”  
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