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TRANSFORMED BY JESUS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
 

ACCEPTANCE + GRACE + WISDOM + LOVE 

Fourth Sunday after Epiphany 
February 2, 2020 

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Congregation Serving the Lord in Worship 

Sharon Bartlett Organist 

Michael Howe, Jenn Lambert, Rebecca 
Koerselman, Teresa Sampson, Daniel Tolsma, 
Angela Kroeze Visser 

Praise Team 

Pastor Elizabeth & Pastor Mike Leading Worship 

Benjamin Langton Children’s Message 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY TODAY 

Paul & Jenn Lambert, Bill & Kristy Kepp Greeters 

Tony Altena, Paul Lambert Sound & Video 

Steve & Emily Mahr, Rinnah Hardeman Nursery 

Carl & Nan Reinking, Shane & Lisa Schwarz Serving Refreshments 

Cambria Kaltwasser C & W Leader 

Noreen Vande Weerd, Nevaeh/Natasha Sampson C & W Greeters 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY NEXT WEEK (FEBRUARY 9) 

Gary & Brenda Richardson,  
Ann Lundberg, Muriel Powell Greeters 

Brent Sampson, Jo Van Es Sound & Video 

Lynae Dadisman, Mary Schram, Natasha Sampson Nursery 

Jeff & Sara Tolsma, Doug & Kris Tinklenberg Serving Refreshments 

Sara/Kevin Huyser C & W Leader 

Noreen Vande Weerd, Nevaeh Sampson C & W Greeters 

Primary Grade, Middle School  
& High School Sunday School 

PreK/TK       Room 106 
K & 1st   Room 105 
2nd & 3rd  Room 101 
4th & 5th  Room 102 
6th - 8th   Room 107 
9th - 12th   Room 108 

All rooms in the lower level. 

 
 
 
   
   

MINISTRIES 

STUFF TO KNOW... 

At American Reformed Church (ARC), children are always invited to 
fully participate in worship, and all ages and stages are welcome.  

These ministries are also available to families during worship:  

Worship Bags                       
All children                                        

Year Round 
          pick up & drop off by elevator               

Nursery                                                 
Birth-3YO                                                       
Upper Level Room 203 

Year Round 
9:15-11:30 AM 

ARC Kid’s Care Coloring Pages                          
Color a page and drop it in the offering plate. 
These pages are given to those who are unable to 
worship with us regularly.  

Year Round 
during worship 

Worship Reflection Pages                             
Activity pages for children who remain in worship 

Year Round 
during worship 

 

TODAY, February 2 
During Worship    
10:45-11:30 AM    
11:00 AM 
 
11:45 AM-12:45 PM        
5:00 PM         

  
 

Wednesday, February 5  
5:30-6:15 PM 
6:15-7:30 PM        
 
7:30-8:15 PM                                      

 

Sunday, February 9 
During Worship    
10:45-11:30 AM    
4:40-5:45 PM 
6:30-8:30 PM         

Children & Worship                      
3YO-1st Grade                                      
Lower Level Room 104/106 

Sept. 8–May 3    
after children’s message 

Children & Worship  
Sunday School (PreK-8th grade) 
Soup-er Bowl HSYG Fundraiser  
   (9th-12th grade works) 
Leaps of Faith (6th-12th grade)  
High School Youth Group (9th-12th grade)  
   - Super Bowl party! 

 
Family Meal Night 
F3 & MSYG (1st-8th grade) - games with  
   residents at Landsmeer!  
Leaps of Faith (6th-12th grade)  
 
 

Children & Worship  
Sunday School 
Leaps of Faith (6th-12th grade)  
High School Youth Group (9th-12th grade) 

Family Meal Night 
THIS WEDNESDAY! 

Join us at 5:30 PM (or whenever you 
can get here) and bring your whole 
family—not just your 1st-8th graders! 
This week’s menu: pancakes, 
little smokies, fruit soup, 
scotcheroos, and milk. 



THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates the congregation may rise. 

 
 PRELUDE                   “Holy, Holy, Holy”                                    
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP           

 The prophet Jeremiah spoke the words of God: 
See, I will gather you from the farthest parts of the earth — 
the blind, the outcast, the lame, the expectant. 
I will gather you together, and you will come to me.  
 
In God’s presence, we gather. 
Before God’s word, we gather. 
Around God’s table, we gather. 
As one body united in Christ,  
we answer God’s call, and we gather.  
            

*SONG OF WORSHIP                           “As We Gather at Your Table” 
tune from hymn #45 - “Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing” 

 
*GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION               “Not In Me” 
 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                             
                                                                                                        

THE WORD OF GOD 
 

 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE          
Children in preschool through 1st grade may be signed in and  
meet Children & Worship leaders at the back of the sanctuary.  

Children are always welcome to remain in worship.  
Worship activities for children are located near the elevator.  

 
*SONG OF PREPARATION                           “Holy Spirit” 
 
 SCRIPTURE                                           1 Corinthians 1:18-25 
 
 SERMON                                         “But we proclaim Christ crucified . . .” 
  
 INVITATION & INSTRUCTIONS 
  
 COMMUNION PRAYER 

Creator God, in mystery and wonder you birthed creation. Plants  
and insects, animals and human beings, oceans and mountaintops 
formed and changed, revealing your intentional design. You 
stamped your image upon us. You made covenant with us and 
purposed us to care for all the world — including one another.  

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we 
forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of 
trial, and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, 
and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the row. 
 
 OFFERTORY                                      
 
*DOXOLOGY                                       p. 809 

Congregation, please stand when organ begins. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE        “Come Holy Spirit Come” 
               vv. 1-4  
 tune from hymn #92 -“Crown Him with Many Crowns” 
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*SENDING SONG        “Come Holy Spirit Come”                                  
                                                                                                           v. 5 
 
*POSTLUDE                     Holy, Holy, Holy”                                   

music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 
  

And this truth remains: 
When we fail to fulfill this purpose,  

you do not fail us.  
When we ignore your call,  

you do not give up calling us. 
When your creation seems broken beyond repair,  

you do not give up the work of reconciliation and renewal. 
 
We praise you that in this day you have called us to join together 
in worship. We are your body — different in abilities and ideas but 
united in purpose. We gather around your table of grace, mindful 
of our entire human family and all the saints who have gone 
before us, singing together: 
  Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 
  All thy works shall praise thy name,  
  in earth, and sky, and sea; 
  Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty! 
  God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 
You came to dwell among us in the person of Jesus. In Jesus, you 
extended the table so all may be invited and included. In Jesus, 
your covenant of grace expanded. Remembering this grace, we 
commit ourselves to your reconciling and redeeming purposes. 
For great is the mystery of the faith: 

Christ has died! 
Christ is risen! 
Christ will come again! 

  
Help us remember that this bread is not made from one grain  
but from many, and the juice of many grapes is gathered together 
and poured into one cup. You call us to this table to partake in 
these reminders of unity. By your Spirit make us one so that we 
may be a sign of your grace in every place.  

Teach us to embrace the lonely, to serve the poor,  
to reconcile our enemies, and to love our neighbors.  

  
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, we give glory to you, God of 
grace, now and forever. All God’s people said . . . amen. 

 
 

 COMMUNION                     “Every Table Is an Altar”              
 

Please exit to your left out of the pew, come forward to the 
serving station, and return to your pew on the opposite side. 
Those in need of anointing of oil and prayers for healing may 

come to the center station. Children are welcome to participate in 
communion at the discretion of their parents/guardians. Children 
who do not participate in communion are invited forward with 

arms crossed in front of their chests for a blessing.  
 

Communion elements are gluten free. 

Everyone is welcome here. Everyone belongs. Whether you walked in the 
doors for the first time or the 321st time this morning . . . you belong. 
There are no special requirements to be a part of church.  
 
Our denominational tradition does invite people to become members of 
a local church like American. But this isn’t a club; it’s a community. 
Becoming a member is simply a sign of mutual commitment between a 
person and the entire ARC community. If you are interested in learning 
more about what it means to become a member, please contact the 
pastors (elizabetharcoc@gmail.com and mikearcoc@gmail.com).  
 

But remember . . . you belong beyond membership. 

Who belongs at American Reformed Church? 

WATCH OUR WORSHIP SERVICES ON TV! 
 

Tune in to Channel 3 (if you have Long Lines cable service) or  
Channel 12 (if you have Premier Communications) on Sundays at  
6 p.m. and Saturdays at 7 p.m. to catch a broadcast of our service. 



PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Pray for God’s presence for: 
 

*Marabel Allen, who is undergoing chemotherapy treatments for 
cancer. 
  

*Ray Schram, father of Dan Schram, who is undergoing aggressive 
treatment for cancer and is struggling with a heart that functions 
at 15-20 percent. 
   

*The family of the Rev. Marlin Vander Wilt, who passed away on 
January 25 in Holland, Michigan. Rev. Vander Wilt served as pastor 
at ARC from 1983 to 1993.  
 

*Ryan Wrather, son of Dan & Kathy Kraai, who continues to gain 
strength following a recent hospitalization. Ryan will return to the 
Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minnesota, in mid-February. 
  

*Susan West, who has been struggling with COPD, heart concerns, 
and knee pain. Pray for healing and strength. 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

TODAY, February 2  
10:30-10:45 AM  Coffee Fellowship in the gathering area outside the 
sanctuary.  
 

11:00 AM  Soup-er Bowl meal and HSYG fundraiser in the lower 
level Fellowship Hall. See the announcements (on the reverse side 
of this bulletin insert) for details. 
 

10:45-11:30 AM  Adult Discipleship classes in Rooms 201 and 202. 
Please join in even if you haven’t attended before. Classes run through 
March 1. 
• UNDERSTANDING TRAUMA: THE HEALING WORK OF A 

COMMUNITY (VIDEO SERIES) — Room 202; facilitated by 
Angela Kroeze Visser, Lori Hayungs, and Elizabeth Brown 
Hardeman. Explore the physical, emotional, social, and spiritual 
impact of trauma and stress on children and adults, and talk 
about how we can support healing in ourselves and others as 
individuals and a community of faith.  

• TULIP — Room 201; facilitated by Sara and Kevin Huyser.  
Review the doctrinal statements represented by TULIP, 
consider the relevancy and applicability of these points in the 
21st century, and discuss whether it’s necessary to tweak or 
uproot TULIP.  

 

Monday, February 3 
10:00 AM  Women’s Prayer at Prairie Ridge Care Center (Grandview 
Cottage #9) in Orange City. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

SOUP-ER BOWL HSYG FUNDRAISER TODAY. Warm up for the big 
game with a hearty bowl of soup at the High School Youth Group’s 
annual Soup-er Bowl pre-game meal today. Soup’s on beginning at 
11 a.m.; come after worship or Sunday school. Enjoy chili, cheesy 
potato soup, or creamy chicken noodle soup, along with a side of 
fresh-baked cinnamon rolls. Your freewill offering supports 
opportunities for our high school youth to participate in short-term 
missions and events like Rocky Mountain High. 
 

LEARN ABOUT MEMBERSHIP AT ARC. What does it mean to be a 
member of a church? How do I learn more about the beliefs, 
ministries, and leadership structure of ARC? Is membership for me? 
How do I become a member of ARC? Join us for Discover American 
as we explore these questions and more. Classes will be held after 
worship on March 15, 22, and 29 from 10:45 to 11:30 a.m. Please 
sign up by March 1 on the sheet at the Welcome Center or outside 
the church offices, or by emailing Pastor Elizabeth. Questions? 
Contact Pastor Elizabeth (elizabetharcoc@gmail.com) or Pastor 
Mike (mikearcoc@gmail.com). 
 

SUPPORT MSYG: EAT CROISSANTS. The Middle School Youth Group 
is co-opting the after-worship goodies again. Come to our Cocoa 
and Croissants stand on Sunday, February 16. The students will have 
their stand in the gathering area outside of the sanctuary with hot 
cocoa, regular coffee, and croissants from Brad’s Breads ready to 
serve you in exchange for a freewill donation. All funds raised 
support our summer mission trip with Urban Plunge in Des Moines. 
 

GATHER AND WORSHIP ON ASH WEDNESDAY. Join us for worship 
on Ash Wednesday, February 26, from 6:30 to 7:00 p.m. You’re also 
invited to a special ARC Community Meal before the service at  
5:30 p.m. in the lower level Fellowship Hall. 
 

EXPRESSION OF THANKS. ARC member and former Administrative 
Assistant Mary Abels wishes to share this message in response to 
her retirement celebration last month:   
 “Oh, my heart! I cannot even begin to list the ways, let alone the 

words, in which I have been so blessed in serving an incredible 
congregation the last 22+ years as Administrative Assistant! This 
doesn’t just happen, folks! It was through your acceptance, 
grace, wisdom, love, support, encouragement, kindness, and 
prayers that allowed me to flourish and serve with you here at 
American Church!  THANK YOU! The love expressed by the ARC 
congregation was continued to be felt by me on Sunday, 
January 12. I am so humbled by the many hugs, cards, and 
kind words. I thank and give God the glory for giving me the 
ability to serve Him and a wonderful congregation for so many 
years! I look forward to seeing you and worshiping Him with 
you in worship. May God continue to bless each one of us and 
let each one of us be a blessing to others!” 


