
January 17, 2021 

By your Spirit, gather us, O God.  
And help us to be still before you,  
So that we may hear your call once again.  
In the name of Jesus, we pray . . . amen. 
 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                                   “Be Still, My Soul”           
                                                        
                                      

     THE WORD OF GOD 
 
PRAYER OF PREPARATION                                                
                                       
 
SCRIPTURE                                                    Ezra 1 & 2 
 
 
SERMON                  “The Call to Return” 

                   
                

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
            
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE WITH THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily 
bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. For the 
kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever. 
Amen. 
 

  
SONG OF RESPONSE                                                 “Ancient of Days” 
               
                                        
BENEDICTION 
 
 
POSTLUDE                                                                         

 

music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 
 
 

 
 
 

THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

PRELUDE                                                                            Julia Huisman, organ  
                       
                                                                                            

  

CALL TO WORSHIP           from Jeremiah 31 
Come, O people, come into the presence of the Lord our God. 
Come, you who are wounded and hurting. We come. 
Come, you who are whole and healthy. We come.  
Come, you who rejoice. We come.  
Come, you who mourn. We come.  
Come, you who are young and you who are old. We come.   
Come, you who are scattered.  
Return home, you who are far away. 
For you have heard the call of the Lord our God.  
We come.    
 

  
SONG OF WORSHIP                               “Come People of the Risen King” 
       

     
GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you.    
 
 
PRAYER OF CONFESSION               

God, you have been calling your people from the beginning. 
You called our ancestors from the bondage of slavery to freedom, 
from wilderness wandering to promised home, 
from scattered exile to gathered return. 
It is easy for us to identify your call in these ancient stories.  
Yet, in our own time and in our own stories,  
we struggle to hear your voice and identify your call.  
There is too much noise surrounding us.   
There are too many other voices calling to us.  
There are too many other things distracting us. 
And more often than not, we have simply forgotten 
how to be still and listen for your voice.  
 

Please use this silence for personal reflection and confession.   
  

 


