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TRANSFORMED BY JESUS TO TRANSFORM THE WORLD 
 

ACCEPTANCE + GRACE + WISDOM + LOVE 

Epiphany Sunday 
January 5, 2020 

PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP TODAY 

The Congregation Serving the Lord in Worship 

Becky Scholten Organist 

Jenn Lambert, Kevin McMahan, Ben Patzlaff, 
Teresa Sampson, Jeff Tolsma Praise Team 

Pastor Mike & Pastor Elizabeth Leading Worship 

Benjamin Langton Children’s Message 

Daniel Tolsma Preaching 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY TODAY 

Eric & Carolyn Elder, Lori Hayungs, Marlys Hop Greeters 

Doug De Zeeuw, Paul Lambert Sound & Video 

Kevin & Sara Huyser, Natasha Sampson Nursery 

Gary & Brenda Richardson, Harold & Pat Heie Serving Refreshments 

Angela Kroeze Visser C & W Leader 

Nicole Beltman, Alyssa/Danielle Beltman C & W Greeters 

PARTICIPATING IN MINISTRY NEXT WEEK (JANUARY 12) 

Doug & Kris Tinklenberg, Barb Ramsey,  
Deb Anderson Greeters 

Brent Sampson, Lynn Sneller Sound & Video 

Lynae Dadisman, Bonnie Kaericher,  
Danielle Beltman Nursery 

John & Noreen Vande Weerd, Chris & Dana Klein Serving Refreshments 

Sara/Kevin Huyser C & W Leader 

Jill Vander Weide, Gideon Fynaardt C & W Greeters 

 
 
   

MINISTRIES 

STUFF TO KNOW... 

At American Reformed Church (ARC), children are always invited 
to fully participate in worship, and all ages and stages are         
welcome in the service.  

These ministries are also available to families during worship:  

Worship Bags                       
All children                                        

Year Round 
          pick up & drop off by elevator               

Nursery                                                 
Birth-3YO                                                       
Upper Level Room 203 

Year Round 
9:15-11:30 AM 

ARC Kid’s Care Coloring Pages                          
Color a page and drop it in the offering plate. 
These pages are given to those who are unable to 
worship with us regularly.  

Year Round 
during worship 

Worship Reflection Pages                             
Activity pages for children who remain in worship 

Year Round 
during worship 

 
TODAY, January 5  
During Worship    
10:45-11:30 AM    

  
Wednesday, January 8  
5:30-6:15 PM        
6:15-7:30 PM                   

                          
 

Sunday, January 12 
During Worship    
10:45-11:30 AM    
4:40-5:45 PM        
6:30-8:30 PM         

Primary Grade Sunday School 
PreK/TK       Room 106 
K & 1st   Room 105 
2nd & 3rd  Room 101 
4th & 5th  Room 102 

 

Middle School Sunday School 
6th-8th   Room 107 

 

High School Sunday School 
9th-12th   Room 108 

All rooms in the lower level. 

Children & Worship                      
3YO-1st Grade                                      
Lower Level Room 104/106 

Sept. 8–May 3    
after children’s message 

Family Meal Night 
THIS WEDNESDAY! 

• 5:30-6:15 PM—Come as you 
are anytime at 5:30 or after. 

• Bring your whole family—
not just your 1st-8th graders. 

• This week’s menu: Chicken 
noodle casserole, Caesar 
salad, raw veggies, garlic 
bread, poke-and-pour cake. 

Children & Worship  
Sunday School 
 
 
Family Meal Night  
Fuel for Faith (F3) & Middle School 
Youth Group Buddy Night (1st-8th grade)  
 
 
Children & Worship  
Sunday School 
Leaps of Faith (6th-12th grade)  
High School Youth Group (9th-12th grade) 



THE APPROACH TO GOD 
 

The congregation is invited to read the bold font. 
*Indicates the congregation may rise. 

 
 PRELUDE                                         
 
 CALL TO WORSHIP           
 We light the first candle in hope— 

hoping in God’s plan and purpose. 
 

We light the second candle in wonder— 
 wondering together about the ways God shows up in the world.  
 

 We light the third candle in joy— 
 rejoicing in the God who came and will come again.  
 

 We light the fourth candle in love— 
 loving others because God first loved us. 
  

 We light the Christ candle— 
 welcoming Christ, God with us, who came into this world to save. 
             
*SONG OF WORSHIP                            “Your Name” 
 
*GOD’S GREETING & SHARING CHRIST’S PEACE  
     The peace of Christ be with you. 
     And also with you. 
 
 PRAYER OF CONFESSION       

God who once used a star to bring people before Jesus— 
we confess our poor sense of direction 
when it comes to following you.  
We are easily confused, distracted, deceived. 
We have lost our way more than once,  
and we are slow to acknowledge the ways  
you direct us back to your path. 
    

    Please use this time of silence for reflection and personal confession.  
      

     God who bears our sins away— 
Bring clarity to our confusion.  
Bring direction to our distraction.  
Bring discernment to our deception.  
Empower us by your Spirit to remember and respond to 
the call to follow in the footsteps of Jesus.  
In Jesus’ name, we pray . . . amen. 

 
*ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS                    “Behold the Lamb” 
                                                                                                          

THE WORD OF GOD 
 
 CHILDREN’S MESSAGE          

 

Children in preschool through 1st grade may be signed in and  
meet Children & Worship leaders at the back of the sanctuary. 

Children are always welcome to remain in worship.  
Worship activities for children are located near the elevator.  

 

*SONG OF PREPARATION        “Christ Is the World’s True Light” 
 
 SCRIPTURE                                                Matthew 2:1-12 
 
 SERMON                                                       
  
 MEANING OF THE SACRAMENT & INVITATION 
 
 COMMUNION PRAYER 

God with us, by your power you created all that is. You even 
created a covenant with us, calling us to be your light among the 
nations. When we failed you, you did not fail us but called us 
back time and time again. We praise you that when the time 
was right, you revealed yourself to us in Jesus, the light of the 
world. Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with all 
creation to proclaim your glory. 

      Sung a cappella: 
           Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee, 
           casting down their golden crowns 
 around the glassy sea; 
 cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee, 
 which wert and art, and evermore shalt be. 
                          

We see your glory revealed in the witness of Jesus. Baptized by 
John in the Jordan, he lived for you, spoke your truth, showed 
your love, and gave himself for others. As an extension of your 
covenant, Jesus offers grace to all. Remembering this grace, we 
take from your creation this bread and this cup as signs and 
symbols of your redemptive work in the world. With thanksgiving 
we offer our very selves to you. Great is the mystery of the faith: 

 Christ has died! 
 Christ is risen! 
 Christ will come again! 

 
By your Spirit make us one so that we may be light in darkness, 
united by your love in every place. As this bread is Christ’s body 
for us, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. As this 
cup pours out the lifeblood of Christ, may we pour our lives into 
a world in need.  
 Teach us to befriend the lost, to serve the poor,  
 to reconcile our enemies, and to love our neighbors.  
 
Through Christ, with Christ, in Christ, we give you glory, almighty 
God, now and forever. All God’s people said . . . amen. 

 

Everyone is welcome here. Everyone belongs. Whether you walked in the 
doors for the first time or the 321st time this morning . . . you belong. 
There are no special requirements to be a part of church.  
 
Our denominational tradition does invite people to become members of 
a local church like American. But this isn’t a club; it’s a community. 
Becoming a member is simply a sign of mutual commitment between a 
person and the entire ARC community. If you are interested in learning 
more about what it means to become a member, please contact the 
pastors (elizabetharcoc@gmail.com and mikearcoc@gmail.com).  
 

But remember . . . you belong beyond membership. 

Who belongs at American Reformed Church? 

 COMMUNION 

This morning we will remain seated for communion. Those  
who desire anointing of oil and prayer for healing are welcome  
to come forward while the bread is being served. Children are 
invited to participate in communion at the discretion of their  
parents/guardians. All communion elements are gluten free. 

                     

THE RESPONSE TO GOD 
 

 PRAYERS OF BLESSING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER  
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom 
come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today 
our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who 
sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us 
from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are 
yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
 GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS 

Please pass the fellowship pad found at the end of the row. 
 
 OFFERTORY                                      
 
*DOXOLOGY                                           p. 809 

Congregation, please stand when organ begins. 
 
*SONG OF RESPONSE  Insert                   “What Star Is This”
                                                                                             vv. 1-4         
 
*BENEDICTION 
 
*SENDING SONG  Insert                   “What Star Is This” 
                                                                                                              v. 5 
*POSTLUDE            

 
music & lyrics used by permission  -  CCLI #374890 



PRAYING FOR GOD’S PEOPLE 
 

Pray for God’s presence for: 
  

*Marabel Allen, who will begin chemotherapy treatments at the 
Orange City Area Health System for her cancer on Tuesday, January 7. 
 

*Ron Bahrenfuss, grandfather of Kyan, Kolt, and Kane Bahrenfuss, as 
he undergoes tests for his cancer. Pray for clear test results. 
 

*Jerry Brown, father of Elizabeth Brown Hardeman, who continues his 
journey with soft tissue sarcoma. On December 27, the family 
received the good news that there is no evidence of growth of the 
cancer. Jerry will undergo scans every three months. He also has a 
follow-up this week related to continual drainage from the wound 
where the tumor was removed. Pray for healing and hope. 
  

*John & Lynne Hubers as they prepare for their move on January 13 to 
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, to serve as RCA Global Missionaries. To follow 
their call, please go to: hubersworldreligionsblog.wordpress.com.  
 

*Roger Richardson, father of Gary Richardson, who is in hospice care 
in Keota, Iowa. Pray for peace for Gary, his parents (Roger & Norma), 
and the entire Richardson family. 

  
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

 

GUEST PREACHER. This morning we welcome one of ARC’s very own 
as our guest preacher. Daniel Tolsma is a senior Biblical and 
Theological Studies major at Northwestern College. After graduation 
in May, he plans to enroll at Western Theological Seminary in Holland, 
Michigan, to pursue a Master of Divinity degree. Welcome, Daniel! 
 

HELP TAKE DOWN ADVENT DECORATIONS. Please stick around after 
worship today to help remove the trees, greenery, Chrismons, and any 
other seasonal adornments in the sanctuary and gathering areas of 
the church. The more help we have, the faster it will go! Elizabeth 
Kensak and Angela Kroeze Visser will lead the effort. Thank you for 
your help! 
 

HONORING MARY ABELS’ MINISTRY ON JANUARY 12. Mary Abels 
retired last fall from her position as Administrative Assistant at ARC. 
Due to busy family and holiday schedules, ARC’s Consistory will be 
honoring Mary with a special retirement celebration on Sunday, 
January 12. We’ll acknowledge and celebrate Mary’s ministry in 
worship, and we’ll share cake and refreshments in the lower level 
Fellowship Hall following worship. We look forward to having Mary’s 
family with us to celebrate. Please plan to attend! 
 

TIME TO ORDER OFFERING ENVELOPES. If you’d like offering 
envelopes for 2020, or you’d like to set up an electronic funds transfer 
for offerings, please contact Carrie Truesdell in the church office 
(americanchurchoc@gmail.com or 737.4430) for assistance. The 
deadline to order envelopes is January 31.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

TODAY, January 5  
10:30-10:45 AM  Coffee Fellowship in the gathering area outside 
the sanctuary. 
 

10:45-11:30 AM  Adult Discipleship: “Aha Moments” in Room 202. 
Did something jump out at your during worship today? Join this 
discussion group facilitated by Kim and Jerry Van Es. 
 

Monday, January 6  
10:00 AM  Women’s Prayer at Prairie Ridge Care Center 
(Grandview Cottage #9) in Orange City. 
 

Wednesday, January 8  
2:00 PM  Ruth Circle meeting at the Landsmeer Ridge Private 
Dining Room in Orange City. Lesson 6: Romans 13, “The Reason 
for Giving.” 

 
ADULT DISIPLESHIP CLASSES: WINTER QUARTER 

10:45-11:30 AM SUNDAYS, JANUARY 12–MARCH 1 
 

UNDERSTANDING TRAUMA: THE HEALING WORK  
OF A COMMUNITY (VIDEO SERIES) 
Facilitators: Angela Kroeze Visser, Lori Hayungs,  
Elizabeth Brown Hardeman 
Location: Upper Level Room 202 
As God’s people, we are called to the work of restoration and 
reconciliation. We are called to be healers who journey alongside 
people in need of physical, emotional, social, and spiritual healing. 
One way to become more fully equipped for this restorative and 
reconciling work is to better understand the impact of traumatic 
and stressful events on overall lifelong health. In this class, we will 
explore the physical, emotional, social, and spiritual impact of 
trauma and stress on children and adults. We will also talk about 
how we can support healing in ourselves and others as individuals 
and a community of faith. 
 

TULIP 
Facilitators: Sara & Kevin Huyser 
Location: Upper Level Room 201 
In anticipation of spring, we will be considering TULIP — not the 
flower, but the Reformed doctrinal mnemonic/acronym that 
stands for: total depravity, unconditional election, limited 
atonement, irresistible grace, and perseverance of the saints. 
Using Dr. Richard Mouw’s book “Calvinism in the Las Vegas 
Airport” as a reference, we will review the doctrinal statements 
represented by TULIP, consider the relevancy and applicability of 
these points in the 21st century, and discuss whether it’s necessary 
to tweak or uproot TULIP. 

https://hubersworldreligionsblog.wordpress.com/
mailto:americanchurchoc@gmail.com

