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Review
We started our journey studying the Pauline Epistles on 
February 2018.  Since that time we have covered an extensive 
introduction and timeline (which we will review again below);
o Galatians, 
o I & II Thessalonians, 
o I & II Corinthians, and 
o Romans.



Review
Paul wrote 13 of the 21 epistles and possibly Hebrews.  
The Pauline Epistles are outlined as follows:

1. Journey Epistles: 
o Galatians, I and II Thessalonians, I and II Corinthians, and 

Romans.
2. Prison Epistles: 
o Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians and Philippians. (these 

were written during Paul’s 1st Roman Imprisonment.)
3. Pastoral Epistles: 
o I Timothy, Titus, II Timothy. (II Timothy was written during his 

2nd Roman imprisonment)



Review

Nine of Paul’s letters are addressed to seven Gentile churches: 
o Rome, Corinth, Galatia, 
o Ephesus, Philippi, Colossae and 
o Thessalonica 

Four of Paul’s letters are addressed to individuals: 
o Timothy (2x), 
o Titus and 
o Philemon



Event                               TIMELINE Date
Paul’s birth 4BC
Conversion of Paul AD33
First Missionary Journey 47-48
*Galatians written after 1st journey 48
Apostolic Council in Jerusalem 49
Second Missionary Journey 49-52
*I & II Thessalonians written during 2nd journey 52
Third Missionary Journey 52-56
*I & II Corinthians written during 3rd journey 55
*Romans written during third journey 56

*Indicates the epistle writing order



Event                               TIMELINE Date
Arrest in Jerusalem AD56
Journey to Rome 60-61
In Rome awaiting trial under guard 61
*Philemon, Colossians, Ephesians, & Philippians 

written from prison
61

Paul released, revisits churches & resumes 
evangelistic ministry

62-66

*I Timothy & Titus written 62-65
Paul arrested & imprisoned at Rome 66-67
*II Timothy written from Prison 67
Paul executed 67

*Indicates the epistle writing order



Review

Basically, there are two main groups: 
1. Epistles addressed to local churches 

(Romans to II Thessalonians) 
2. Epistles addressed to individuals 

(I Timothy to Philemon).



Review

The Epistles to the Churches:  
These epistles teach the proper order of the church and its 
relationship to Christ the Head.  
o They instruct the church as to its position, possessions, 

privileges and duties.



Review
The Epistles to the Churches (con’t):  
Romans takes first place in order in the NT, since it is the foundational 
epistle of the doctrines of salvation.  
o Romans shows the material out of which God forms the church:  

man lost in sin, hopeless and helpless.  
o It also shows how God by His mighty power transforms this 

material into living stones of which the church is built, Christ 
Himself being the chief cornerstone.

List:  Romans, I & II Corinthians, Galatians, Ephesians, Philippians, 
Colossians and I & II Thessalonians.



Review
Epistles to Individuals:

The message of these epistles applies especially to individual 
Christians, concerning Christian living and service.

List: I & II Timothy, Titus, Philemon.

The Main purposes of the Epistles:

All of the N.T. epistles: Pauline and General compliment the 
historical books of the Gospels and Acts by providing explanation 
and exhortation. 



Review

The Gospels emphasize the facts of Christ’s redemptive ministry.

The Epistles interpret those facts and tell the redeemed how to live 
the Christian life. 

In the Gospels, Jesus announces His purpose to build the church, 
Matthew 16:16-18.

Acts shows the church in its early stages of development.



Review
The Epistles show how the church is built, what materials are used, 
and what are the positions, relationships, privileges and duties of the 
members of it fellowship.

Paul’s writings are in two parts:  doctrinal and practical.  

o The simple duties (practices) are based on the truths of the 
person and work of Christ.  

o Difficult commands are justified as being reasonable and 
consistent.  

o Paul’s epistles make it very clear that God offers all the help 
needed to fulfill His commands.



PHILEMON
Author: Paul  Date: AD 60-61  Theme: Brotherly Love  Key Word: Brother



Background

This letter is Paul’s personal appeal to Philemon, a wealthy Christian 
slave-owner.  
o It appears that Philemon had been converted under Paul’s 

ministry, v. 19, that he resided in Colossae, and that the 
Colossian church met in his house, v. 2.  

Onesimus, one of his slaves, had fled to Rome, apparently after 
damaging or stealing his master’s property, vv. 11, 18.  
o In Rome, Onesimus came into contact with the imprisoned 

Paul, who led him to Christ, v. 10.



Background

Paul eventually wrote to the church in Colossae and evidently 
included this letter on Onesimus’s behalf.  

Tychicus and Onesimus apparently delivered both letters.  
o See Colossians 4:7-9; Philemon 12.  

The close relationship between Paul and Philemon is evidenced by 
their mutual prayers, vv. 4, 22, and an “open door” hospitality, v. 22.  

Love, trust, and respect characterized their friendship vv. 1, 14, 21.



Background

Slavery was an accepted economic and social reality in the Roman 
world.  
o A slave was his master’s property, without rights.  
o Under Roman law, runaway slaves could be severely punished 

and even condemned to death.  
o Slave uprisings in the first century resulted in fearful and 

suspicious owners.  
While the early Christian church did not directly attack the institution 
of slavery, it reordered the relationship between master and slave.  
o Both were accountable for their behavior, Ephesians 6:5-9.



Occasion and Date

Paul wrote this letter during his first Roman imprisonment about 
AD 61. 
o He desired a genuine Christian reconciliation between a 

wronged slave-owner and a forgiven slave.  
o Paul tactfully, yet urgently, interceded for Onesimus and 

expressed complete confidence that Philemon’s faith and love 
would result in restoration, vv. 5, 21.



Purpose

Paul’s primary goal was to see Philemon freely embrace the fugitive 
Onesimus as a brother in Christ.  
o He also expressed joy in Philemon’s ministry and encouraged 

him to continue, vv. 4-7.   
o The apostle made clear his desire for Onesimus to stay with 

him, but insisted on reconciliation first, vv. 13, 14.



Content
The epistle is a hallmark expression of true Christian relationships.  
o After personally greeting Philemon and his fellow believers, 

Paul expresses thanksgiving for their love and faith toward 
Christ and their follow believers. 

Brotherly love often requires practical grace and mercy, and Paul 
soon come to this point.  

o He explains the conversion of Onesimus and the slave’s new 
value in the ministry and family of Jesus Christ, vv. 12-16.  

o This transformation, along with Paul’s deep friendship with both 
men, is the basis for a new beginning.



Content

This is no shallow appeal by Paul, for he writes a “blank check” on 
behalf of Onesimus for any outstanding debts, vv. 17-19.  

He brings the petition to a close knowing that Philemon’s love and 
character will prevail.  

As he concludes, one can sense the unity of the Spirit among all the 
saints involved. 



Personal Application

This work presents the incredible power of Christ to bring healing to 
broken lives.  
o It includes the personal reunion between Jesus Christ and the 

runaway sinner, as well as, the wonderful restoration of two 
believers who were formerly separated.  

Only with Christ’s example of forgiveness through the Cross are we 
able to overcome our hurts and mistakes and be reconciled to our 
brothers and sisters in Christ.



Christ Revealed

This epistle powerfully applies the message of the Good News. Once 
an estranged slave, Onesimus is now “a beloved brother” in Christ as 
well, v. 16.  
o Philemon is challenged to show the same unconditional pardon 

that he received through the grace and love of Jesus. 
Paul’s offer to pay a debt that was not his own on behalf of a 
repentant slave is a clear picture of the work of Calvary. 
o Paul’s intercession is furthermore analogous to Christ’s ongoing 

intercession with the Father on our behalf.



The Holy Spirit at Work

While not specifically mentioned in Philemon, the Holy Spirit was 
definitely active in Paul’s ministry and in the life of the church.  

It is the Holy Spirit who baptizes all believers, whether slave or free, 
into the body of Christ, 1 Corinthians 12:13; 

and Paul applies this truth to the lives of Philemon and Onesimus.  

Love, a fruit of the Spirit, is evident throughout the letter.



Outline of Philemon Verses
1.  Salutation 1-3
2.  Thanksgiving concerning Philemon 4-7

A.  Personal Praise 4
B.  Praiseworthy characteristics 5-7

3.  Paul’s petition for Onesimus 8-21

A.  A plea for acceptance 8-16
B.  A pledge to repay 17-19
C.  A confidence in obedience 20-21



Outline of Philemon Verses
4.  Personal Concerns 22-25

A.  Hope for release 22
B. Greetings 23-24
C. Benediction 25
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