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Introduction: Philippians 1:1-11 (NLT)
“This letter is from Paul and Timothy, slaves of Christ Jesus.  I am 
writing to all of God’s holy people in Philippi who belong to Christ 
Jesus, including the elders and deacons. 2 May God our Father and the 
Lord Jesus Christ give you grace and peace. 3 Every time I think of you, I 
give thanks to my God. 4 Whenever I pray, I male my requests for all of 
you with joy, 5 for you have been my partners in spreading the Good 
News about Christ from time you first heard it until now. 6 And I am 
certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue 
his work until it is finally finished on the day when Christ Jesus returns. 



Introduction: Philippians 1:1-11 (NLT)
7 So it is right that I should feel as I do about all of you, for you have a 
special place in my heart.  You share with me the special favor of God, 
both in my imprisonment and in defending and confirming the truth of 
the Good News. 8 God knows how much I love you and long for you 
with the tender compassion of Christ Jesus. 9 I pray that your love will 
overflow more and more, and that you will keep on growing in 
knowledge and understanding. 10 For I want you to understand what 
really matters, so that you may live pure and blameless lives until the 
day of Christ’s return. 11 May you always be filled with the fruit of your 
salvation – the righteous character produced in your life by Jesus Christ 
– for this will bring much glory and praise to God.”



Salutation 1:1-2

vv. 1- 2 
Paul introduces his letter by listing the names of the senders and 
recipients of the letter, then giving an invocation of grace and peace.  



Salutation 1:1-2

v. 1 
“Timothy” was one of Paul’s most trusted co-workers and 
messengers.  

He is listed as co-sender, as he is for five other letters: 
2 Corinthians, Colossians, 1 Thessalonians, 2 Thessalonians 
and Philemon.  

“slaves of Christ Jesus” – as those who belong entirely to Christ, 
they were completely devoted to his service, see Philippians 
2:20-21.



Salutation 1:1-2

v. 1 
“God’s holy people” have been made holy in God’s sight by 

Christ’s redeeming work, (see Ephesians 1:4, 7; 5:25-27; 
Colossians 1:22), and they are being sanctified by the 
transforming work of the Holy Spirit in their lives.  

“Philippi” was a Roman colony in the province of Macedonia.  
The church in Philippi was the first Christian community in Greece, 

see Acts 16:11-40.  
In the early church, “church leaders” provided spiritual leadership, 

while “deacons” attended to practical matters, see 
1 Timothy 3:1-13.  



Salutation 1:1-2

v. 1 
There were no professional pastors or priests as there are today.
Because of his close relationship with the Philippian Christians, Paul 

does not need to insist upon his authority as an apostle as he 
does in other epistles.  

“Elders” – is a reference to an official in the local church, stressing 
the nature of his work as an overseer.  

Their main function was to provide spiritual supervision to the 
church.  

In the New Testament the word emphasizes the status of the 
office, and pastor, which describes the shepherding 
function of the office.



Salutation 1:1-2

v. 1 
“Deacons” – are leaders involved in beneficent activities with the 

church, especially taking care of the needs of the poor and the 
sick in the church and those in prison.  

They co-labored with the elders in overseeing the local 
church.  See note on 1 Timothy 3:8.



Salutation 1:1-2

v. 2 
“Grace” is undeserved blessing that comes from God; 
“Peace” is well-being and contentedness rooted in the Good News 

and brought about by the Holy Spirit, see Galatians 5:22.  

These qualities are gifts from “God our Father and the Lord Jesus 
Christ,” see Romans 5:1-2. 



Thanksgiving 1: 3-8

vv. 3-11
Statement for this entire passage. Following his usual practice, Paul 
thanks God for the recipients and prays for them.

vv. 3-4
Pauls’ statement here reflects his joyful thanksgiving for his readers’ 

response to the gospel.
Paul’s prayers of “thanksgiving” are a hallmark of the opening 

sentences of most of Paul’s letters. 
Notice the personal caring reflection of Paul here, he is reminiscing 

and reflecting on the Philippians support of his ministry and their 
response to the Good News of Jesus Christ.



Thanksgiving 1: 3-8

vv. 4-6 
Paul’s “joy” derived from how the Philippians had joined his as 
“partners in spreading the Good News” and from his confidence 
that God would “continue” his “good work” in them.  

v. 5
The Philippians had actively supported (including financial support) 

Paul’s ministry from the time that they first became Christians.  

Paul’s prayer of thanksgiving is not only for their reception of the 
Gospel, but also their active support of his ministry.



Thanksgiving 1: 3-8

v. 6
Paul is confident that they will maintain their fruitful activity until 

Christ returns.  
He bases his belief, not on their own faithfulness, but on God’s 

purpose and faithfulness until Christ returns.  
“God who began the good work within you” tells us that God takes 

the initiative to work his salvation in people, (Romans 9:16; 
Ephesians 1:3-8, 11; 2:4-10) so he can be trusted to “continue his 
work” of changing people into the likeness of his Son, (see 
Romans 8:29; Ephesians 4:13, 15.



Thanksgiving 1: 3-8

v. 7 
The Philippians are united with Paul both in his sufferings and in his 

witness of the Good News, showing that they share in the grace 
that he experienced “You share with me the special favor of 
God”.  

Perhaps their lives were blessed because of Paul’s suffering 
and witness; perhaps they had suffered together with him.

v. 8
Paul’s affection for them is identical with the love of Christ for them.



Prayer 1: 9-11

vv. 9-10
“Love” is a fruit of Christ’s Spirit within believers (Romans 5:5; 
Galatians 5:22).  “Growing in knowledge and understanding”: in this 
way believers can understand “what really matters”, (Romans 12:2) 
and “live pure and blameless lives until the day of Christ’s return,” 
compare with 1 Thessalonians 3:12-13; 5:23.



Prayer 1: 9-11

v. 10
Paul intends their love to result in their ability both to discern and 

choose what is morally best.  
As a result, their lives will be transparently pure, and they will 

provide others no occasion for stumbling.

V. 11
“righteous Character” cannot be produced by human effort; it 
comes only through the Spirit of Christ working in people’s hearts.  

“Glory and praise to God” is the ultimate purpose for which God’s 
people live, see Ephesians 1:6, 12, 14. 
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