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Setting & Background
Philippi was a small Roman colony in 
the province of Macedonia in 
northeastern Greece.  

§ Located about ten miles inland 
from the Aegean Sea, Philippi was 
important because of its strategic 
position on the Via Egnatia, the 
major east-west Roman route 
through Macedonia.  

§ Philippi heard the Good News of 
Christ from Paul on his second 
missionary journey about A.D. 51, 
as recorded in Acts 16:12-40.  



Setting & Background

From the beginning, there was opposition to Paul’s preaching.  
§ During his brief stay there, he was thrown into prison and then 

asked to leave town, but not before a group of new believers had 
been established.  

§ Paul established the church during his 
second missionary journey, about A.D. 51.  



Setting & Background

Around six years later, A.D. 56-57, on his third missionary journey, Paul 
visited Philippi again, see Acts 20:1-6.  

§ It is possible that, after that visit, he never saw the Philippian 
Christians again, 
§ See 1 Timothy 1:3, written around A.D. 63.  

From its inception, the church displayed a strong missionary zeal and 
was consistent in its support of Paul’s ministry, 4:15, 16; see 
2 Corinthians 11:8-9.  
Paul enjoyed a closer friendship with the Philippians than with any 
other church.



Occasion and Date

Paul most likely wrote his letter to the Philippians during his first 
Roman imprisonment, about A.D. 61, to thank them for the 
contribution he had received from them.  

He also warmly commended Epaphroditus, 
who had brought the gift from Philippi and whom Paul was sending 
back. 



Purpose

While his primary reason for writing the letter was to acknowledge the 
gift sent by the Philippians, 

Paul also appealed for a spirit of unity and steadfastness among 
them. 

In addition, he warned against dangerous heresies that were 
threatening them, probably Judaism and Gnosticism. 



Characteristics

In many respects, this is the most beautiful of Paul’s letters, full of 
tenderness, warmth, and affection.  

His style is spontaneous, personal, and informal, presenting us with 
an intimate diary of Paul’s own spiritual experiences.

The dominant note throughout the letter is that of triumphant joy.  
§ Paul, though a prisoner, was exultantly happy, and called upon his 

readers to rejoice in Christ always.  
§ It is an ethical and practical letter in its emphasis and centers on 

Jesus Christ.  
§ To Paul, Christ was more than an example; He was the apostle’s 

very life. 



Content

The abiding message of Philippians concerns the mature and grounds 
of Christian joy.  

§ For Paul, true joy is not a surface emotion that depends on 
favorable circumstances of the moment.  

§ Christian joy is independent of outward conditions and is 
possible even in the midst of adverse circumstances, such as 
suffering and persecution.  



Content

Joy ultimately arises from fellowship with the risen, glorified Christ.
§ Throughout the letter, Paul speaks of joy in the Lord, emphasizing 

that through Christ alone is Christian joy realized, as are all other 
Christian graces.  

§ Essential to this joy is the confident conviction of the lordship of 
Christ, based on experience of the power of His resurrection.  

§ Because of this conviction, life for Paul attained meaning. Even 
death became a friend, because it would bring him into a fuller 
experience of the presence of Christ, 1:21-23.  



Content

The joy presented in Philippians involves eager expectation of the near 
return of the Lord.  

§ That this experience was dominant in Paul’s thinking is seen in his 
five references to Christ’s return.  

§ In the context of each reference is a note of joy, 1:6, 10; 2:16; 
3:20; 4:5. 



Content

Paul further describes a joy that springs from fellowship in the 
spreading of the Good News.  

§ He begins the letter by thanking the Philippians for their 
partnership in spreading the Good News through their monetary 
gifts.  

§ The gifts, however, are only an expression of their spirit of 
fellowship, or as he puts it in 4:17, “a reward for your kindness.”  

§ So Christian joy is an outgrowth of being in the active fellowship 
of the body of Christ.



Personal Application

This letter reveals the timeless message that true joy is to be found 
only in a dynamic personal relationship with Jesus Christ and in the 
assurance that God is able to turn adverse circumstances to our good 
and His glory.  

Because he was united to Christ by a living faith, Paul cold claim 
contentment in all circumstances.  

§ His unadorned testimony was “I rejoice…continue to rejoice”, 
1:18, and 

§ His unqualified command was, “Always be full of joy in the Lord.  
I say it again – rejoice!” 4:4.



Christ Revealed
For Paul, Christ is the sum and substance of life. 

§ To preach Christ was his consuming passion to know Him was his 
highest aspiration; and to suffer for Him was a privilege.  

§ His chief desire for his readers was that they might have the mind 
of Christ.  

§ To support his exhortation for self-forgetting humility, the apostle 
describes the attitude of Christ that moved Him to renounce the 
glory of heaven and suffer and die for our salvation, 2:5-11.  

§ In doing so, he presents the most concise statement in the New 
Testament concerning the preexistence, the incarnation, and the 
exaltation of Christ.  

§ Both the deity and the humanity of Christ are stressed.



The Holy Spirit at Work

The Spirit’s work in three areas is mentioned in the letter.  
1. Paul declares that the Spirit of Jesus Christ will direct the 

accomplishment of God’s purpose in his own experience, 1:19.  
2. The Holy Spirit also promotes unity and fellowship in the body of 

Christ, 2:1. 
§ Common participation in Him breeds singleness of purpose 

and maintains a community of love. 
3. Then, in contrast to the lifeless ritual observance of formalists, 

the Holy Spirit inspires and directs the worship of true believers, 
3:3.  



Outline of Philippians Verses
Introduction 1:1-11

A.  Salutation 1:1-2
B.  Thanksgiving 1:3-8
C.  Prayer 1:9-11

I.  Circumstances of Paul’s imprisonment 1:12-26

A.  Had advanced the Good News 1:12-18
B.  Had brought assurance of blessing 1:19-21
C.  Had created a dilemma for Paul 1:22-26



Outline of Philippians Verses
II.  Exhortation 1:27-2:18

A. Live worthy of the Good News 1:27-2:4
B.  Reproduce the mind of Christ 2:5-11
C.  Cultivate the spiritual life 2:12-13
D. Leave off murmurings and questionings 2:14-18

III. Commendation of and plans for Paul’s companions 2:19-30
A. Timothy 2:19-24
B.  Epaphroditus 2:25-30



Outline of Philippians Verses
IV.  Warnings against error 3:1-21

A.  Against Judaizers 3:1-16
B.  Against sensualism 3:17-21

V.  Conclusion 4:1-23
A. Final appeals 4:1-9
B.  Acknowledgment of the Philippians gift 4:10-20
C. Greetings 4:21-22
D. Benediction 4:23
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