
The Mercy Journey  Part 4 – “Mercy in Our Communities” 

“The purpose of the Gospel is restoring creation, taking the things that are falling apart and 
bringing them back together. Meeting psychological, social and physical needs. You’re not 
saved by doing that, but you are save to do that. Without the business or restoration, you’re 
just waiting for heaven, and that’s a very reductionistic understanding of the Christian 
life.”  Tim Keller 

The Parable of the _______________ _________________________ is Jesus’ charge to 
His people to be _____________________ to others. Luke 10:25-37 

Who is my ____________________? 
1. The ______________ and the ________________ - Luke 10:30
2. The ______________ and the ________________ - Luke 10:30-32
3. The ______________ likely – Luke 10:33

Four ways the Samaritan Demonstrated ______________. 
1. He saw the man in need and had _____________________ - Luke 10:33
2. He went to the man and ________ __________ of hi needs – Luke 10:34
3. He counted the _________ and he __________ it – Luke 10:35
4. He showed a __________________ to the man’s _____________ healing – Luke 10:35

Jesus shares the Parable of the Good Samaritan not just so we’ll ________________ with 
the Samaritan’s act of ___________, but rather, so we ourselves will _________________ 
it. 

How do we continue our own Mercy Journey? 

1. _______: ask the Holy Spirit to open your eyes to opportunities to be an instrument of
mercy.

2. _______: prioritize generosity and service to others as a way to honor God with your
time and resources.

3. _______: don’t stop at merely seeing a need, rather, stop and provide care.

“Now which of these three would you say was a neighbor to the man who was attacked by 
bandits?” Jesus asked. 
The man replied, “The one who showed him mercy.” 
Then Jesus said, “Yes, now go and do the same.”  Luke 10:36-37 
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SERIES: The Mercy Journey 

PART 4: Mercy in our Communities 

SCRIPTURE: Luke 10:25–37 NLT 

MAIN IDEA: The Parable of the Good Samaritan, perhaps the most well-known of Jesus’ 
parables, deals directly with his charge to be merciful to others. He didn’t extend mercy 
just to the religious elite or pious few. In fact, Jesus reserved some of his harshest words 
for the Pharisees, who, in their self-righteousness, didn’t recognize their need for mercy. 
Jesus’ mercy is for the bruised and broken, for the outcast and shunned, for the Jew and for 
the Samaritan. Through this parable, Jesus pointed out that he came for the unlikely as he 
used the unlikely to demonstrate what real mercy, grace and love is all about. 

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR? 

The man on the side of the road represents our neighbor. A closer look at his situation 
helps us understand what “neighbors” we are called to love today. 
1. The hurting and the helpless—he was robbed, attacked and beaten (v. 30).
2. The ignored and forgotten—he was left for dead; many who could have helped passed

him by (v. 30–32).
3. The least likely—with their differences in class, religion and race, he was the least

likely person a Samaritan would have helped (v. 33)

FOUR WAYS THE SAMARITAN DEMONSTRATED MERCY: 

1. He saw him and had COMPASSION.
• SCRIPTURE: “Then a despised Samaritan came along, and when he saw the man,

he felt compassion for him.” (v. 33)

2. He went to him and took CARE of his needs.
• SCRIPTURE: “Going over to him, the Samaritan soothed his wounds with olive oil

and wine and bandaged them. Then he put the man on his own donkey and took him
to an inn, where he took care of him.” (vs. 34)

3. He counted the COST and paid it.
• SCRIPTURE: “The next day he handed the innkeeper two silver coins, telling him,

‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you the next time I’m
here.’” (vs. 35)

4. He showed a COMMITMENT to the man’s complete healing.
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• SCRIPTURE: “‘Take care of this man. If his bill runs higher than this, I’ll pay you
the next time I’m here.’” (v. 35b)

CONCLUSION / APPLICATION: 

Jesus told us to not just identify with the Good Samaritan’s act of mercy, but to imitate it: 
“Now go and do the same.” (v. 37) 
So where do we go from here? What do we need to do or change so we can commit fully 
to bringing mercy, love and kindness to our communities? 

• Let’s PRAY—that we would see the hurting, the broken, the lonely and the lost the
same way the Samaritan saw the man on the side of the road. Ask the Holy Spirit to
open your eyes to opportunities to be an instrument of mercy.

• Let’s INVEST—the Good Samaritan allocated his resources so that he had margin
to care for those in need. Let’s prioritize generosity toward others as a way to honor
God with our resources and be living expressions of his mercy.

• Let’s ACT—we should not only see people in need of mercy, but stop what we’re
doing and care for those who need care. (Pastor—here’s a chance to issue a specific
challenge to show mercy. Perhaps it’s an individual challenge to demonstrate a
certain number of mercy acts in the coming week. It could also be a great time to
launch a mercy initiative as a church.)
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