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The Mercy Journey 
Part 3  

“Mercy in Our Churches” 
 
“For the most part, the numbers within the Church ___________  ____________________ 
those in the broader population. For instance, practicing Christians don’t significantly 
____________ in reporting feelings of high compassion for those in distress ____ % vs  
____% of general population, the poor ____% vs ____%, someone who has wronged them  
____% vs ____% or someone who has committed a crime ____% vs ____%. 
Those numbers suggest that attending church and professing to follow Jesus do not 
necessarily correspond to _____________  ____________________.”  
Barna Group – The Mercy Journey 
 
The broader theme of ____________ and of _____________ is this: Those who bear the 
name of Jesus should live out what they believe and ______ like Him. It is not acceptable 
to ___________ the forgiveness and mercy of Jesus without ________________ the same 
forgiveness and mercy to ___________. 
 
Four Characteristics of a _______________   __________ Church: James 1:19-2:13 
 
1. A mercy filled church ______________ well – James 1:19-20 
2. A mercy filled church __________ the Word of God – James 1:21-22 
3. A mercy filled church _________for the _________ & _______________ - James 1:27 
4. A mercy filled church ______ out their faith through _______ & ___________ -  

James 2:8,12-17 
 

As Barna data reveals, at this moment in culture there is not a significant difference 
between the ____________ and the _____________ population when it comes to 
_______________ ________________ of compassion and mercy. 
 
How can you change that statistic today? Who can you serve this week? Who can you 
offer compassion and kindness to? 
 
1. 
2. 
3. 
 
James 2:12-17 “So whatever you say or whatever you do, remember that you will be 
judged by the law that sets you free. There will be no mercy for those who have not shown 
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mercy to others. But if you have been merciful, God will be merciful when He judges you. 
What good is it, dear brothers and sisters, if you say you have faith but don’t show it by 
your actions? Can that kind of faith save anyone? Suppose you see a brother or sister who 
has no food or clothing, and you say, “Goodbye and have a good day; stay warm and eat 
well” – but then you don’t give that person any food or clothing. What good does that do? 
So you see, faith by itself isn’t enough. Unless it produces good deeds, it is dead and 
useless.” 
 


